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Police
launch

app

By Aimee M. Henderson
ahienlerson@ redey.oom

BEELCHERTOWRN
= Residents will have a new
way I receive imptant infor-
mation from pelice, following
the: laench of a new applicatien
fisr amant phones.

Belchertown Police Sgi,
Eevin Pacunas said short-
Iy after Chiel Christopher
Pronovost siaried with the
department, the two began dis-
cussing different community
policing imitiatives, Pacunas
had seen similar opps wsed by
ather police depannsents in the
castern part of the swate and
decided w0 look imo launching
one for Belchertown,

“It"s o way 1o push imponant
messages oul instantly,” said
Pacunas, giving examples of
road ¢losures, missing people
alerts and any other emergency
sitsation of which residents
should be aware.

The app. which is called
MYPD, s for anformational
purpases only, No one should

See APP, Page 12

Students learn how to grow their own food

By Almee M. Henderson
arlierderson@ furley, oo

BELCHERTOWMN — It takes
a village to raise a meal”

That's the message
Belchertown High Schaenl scis
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ence tecacher Loutse Levy
is passing oo o her “Life
on Earth” students amd 1o the
first graders at Swift River
Elememary School.

In a special collaboration
between the high school and

elementary school, fim graders
g Lo gel their hamls dirl:,' n
the commurily garden locai-
ed right a1 their school. High
school stedents, mostly in the

See KALE, Page 13
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Here, students

Identify kale and

draw what they
ohserve.
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First graders gather at the
Sthool's community garden far a
J lesson n kale.
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I 2th grade, joined their weacher Ms. Levy
with educating four ¢lasroons of fir prad.
ers aboul growing their own food wnd moe
specifically - kale,

Levy said her high school studems are
learning aboul foad production currently,
and theruginl 11 would be a great apportunity
for them to pass on their knowledpe 1o g
younger group. She szid the Swilt River
Community Garden sprouted kale this

year, which offered up a greal chance for
the stwdents to see food come right from
the ground and go night to theis wmmies
thironigh a fresh sample.

Cierting the childnen 1o pay atenion o
how things grow and how they oo can
grow food was a big pan of the lesson,
said Levy. She added, “cross grade parnser-
ships” allow for more individualized aiven-
tion because the high school siudents work
closely with smaller groups of children,
Amd, in the end the high schoolers “get 10
contribabe in ways they never thought they
woild™

Each first grade classroom that partici-
patedd wos split into eight smaller growps,
which were led by high school studens,
Dairing that time the stadents received a
Jouenal for taking sotes about what they
leamed and observed ahoul kale, They also
leamed the proper way fo water plands and
why it"s imponant 1o pull weeds from o
garden.

The Framewark Tor the lesson was mod-
cled off STEM learning, which 15 based
on the idea of educaling studenis in four
specific disciplines - science, echnology,
engineerng and mathematics - in an iner-
disgiplinary amd applicd approach.

Levy =aid, “STEM gets kids up and
setive and doing and facing something right
in feont of them.”

Girace Mabde, a finst gender at SRE, said
she learmedd 2 lot about walenng the plans
s well ox how Kabe is & Food you can gro
and eat.

Aidson Piadade waters kale during a
special learning session.

“1 bovedd 11! she said of the sample she
tricd. Though she sdded that she's tasied
bee:Fire,

Marble hopes o get in the gasden more
at home amd grow emtoes, beans and kale.
She saud a's imporant o know' hive 10 grow
wasir o Tl

BHS seniors Lasren LeBlane and Lymdsey
Fleming were two of the high schoolers who
anded 1 the lesson, They both agreed that
the prograny was fen, bab af the same fime,
impetant.

“They look wp o us and are leaming Trom
us,” sand Fleming,

“It seems like they pay more Memtion g
s mlded LeBilane,

Bioth girls were surprised how many of the
firsn pradders fiked the asie of kale, thauzh
they did say soae weren | inipacssed,

“Home of them spit it oul.” said Lefilane
with o chuckle.

For LeBlane and Fleming, working with
e firsa graders was just a snapehot of what
their Tulure bolds, Both want to sk with
children in their profession.




