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NAME:  ___________________________


ID2050 Assignment #3

ID2050 ASSIGNMENT #3
INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT (do not work on this as a team!)
Due:

Monday 9/4 in Prof. Carrera’s mailbox
Instructions:
Use this sheet as a cover page.  Staple the rest of the assignment to the cover.  Handwritten assignments will NOT be accepted.  PUT YOUR NAME ON THE FINISHED ASSIGNMENT.

Go on line to get this and other Assignments and any related Handouts and Samples.
As we discussed in class, the Introduction is a MAJOR tool for organizing our thoughts about the project.  It helps us identify the context in which our project takes place and provides us with a scaffolding in which to insert the key pieces of information related to our topic.  Irrelevant stuff will be easier to spot in a paragraph that it would be if buried inside pages and pages of text.  We will hone our moves until the salient features of our project are identified and agreed upon.

Another major task of the IQP is for you and your team to spell out your team’s contribution to the solution of “the problem” or to the addressing of “the issue”.  Your contribution will consist of the completion of a number of objectives.  Once you have nailed down these objectives, your methodology is easily framed, but identifying them is a non-trivial task.  Almost all IQPs require that teams constantly revise their understanding of the project problem as they learn more about the many technical and social issues connected with it, thus the mission and objectives get also refined over and over until a satisfactory methodological framework is reached.
1) PROJECT TITLE

Come up with a smart and evocative title for your project.

2) INTRODUCTION BULLETS

In bullet form, begin to identify the topics/issues you think would be appropriate for each of the 5 rhetorical moves for your introduction.  List FACTOIDS, STATS, FIGURES and DOLLARS that may add weight to your moves 1 and 2.  See the Introduction Explanation for guidance. For examples of Introductions, look at the INTRODUCTION chapters of recently-completed  past IQPs online (under COMPLETED IQP REPORTS).
3) PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Using the current mission statement, make a list of 3-5 objectives that would contribute meaningfully to the mission and would form the backbone of your methodology (or “action plan”).  Objectives should be phrased as “To identify X”, “To inventory Y”, “To determine Z”, etc.  The first 3 or so objectives will address data collection issues and the last couple will deal with analytical aspects of the project.  When in doubt about whether you actually have identified a “real” objective, ask the question WHY? about your candidate objective.  If there is a good answer to the question, the answer is probably more likely to be the true objective.  Keep asking why until you run out of “good” answers.  For examples of objectives, look at the beginning of the METHODOLOGY chapters of past IQPs online.
4) INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

Using the form on line, begin to identify the information you need to collect to make progress with your project.

5) QUESTIONS TO THE SPONSOR

What questions would you ask to the sponsor right now?  Make a list.  Be specific.
6) ADVANTAGES OF TEAMS

Discuss the advantages of teams in the solution of open-ended problems. Your discussion should not be context-dependent. For example teams are used in learning situations (courses, labs, IQPs, MQPs) nonacademic environments (sports, services organizations) and industry (design, research, manufacturing)---consider the generic reasons that make them successful in multiple situations.
7) DISADVANTAGES OF TEAMS

Discuss the potential disadvantages of teams.

8) READ WRITING MANUAL
Take turns with your teammates to read the Usage and Style section (orange tabs on my version) of The Everyday Writer and skim the rest.  Remember:  this is not a book that each student is expected to buy.  It is to be purchased by the team.  You can share the costs among yourselves.
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