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TEAM:  ___________________________


ID2050 Assignment #8

ID2050 ASSIGNMENT #8
GROUP ASSIGNMENT (work on this as a team!)
Due:

Wednesday 9/20 in class (w/ prof. Jiusto in SL104) and final version at PQP meeting
Instructions:
Use the DRAFT COVER SHEET as a cover page.  Staple your FIRST DRAFT to the cover.  You will only turn in the DRAFT and nothing else.  All other components of this assignment are to be incorporated in the draft.  Go on line to get this and other Assignments and any related Handouts and Samples.

In this assignment you will finalize your introduction, beef up the Background and complete the introduction to the Methodology as well as its preliminary outline.  You will turn in this assignment as the first DRAFT, posted on your web site.   You should make sure that each section is REVIEWED by one teammate beyond the original writer/author of that section.  One member of your team should also take on the task of being the overall draft EDITOR.   Make sure you bring the draft to the PQP meeting in printed form for discussion.
1) FINAL INTRODUCTION

Finalize the Introduction by adding a fully-revised and peer-edited Move 5.  Get the final facts, factoids and tidbits to include in your moves 1-3 (possibly 4).  Make sure you reference all your sources (using the Chicago format) or use Prof. Carrera’s dissertation as an example (www.wpi.edu/~carrera/MIT/dissertation.html).

2) BACKGROUND SECTION(s)

After the exercise you conducted in Assignment #7, take on the task of writing-up more sections of the Background.  Make sure you use ample references (in Chicago style) and figures (see handout on how to make text flow around figures and on how to insert captions under them).  After you are done writing your section in a clear and succinct fashion, tapping into a variety of sources, print out your Background Section and then revisit your paragraphs and analyze them as follows: (1) transform each paragraph into a bullet (write the bullet on the side of the paragraph); (2) if you have more than one bullet, or you cannot clearly see what the bullet ought to be, or your bullet doesn’t sound very meaningful, then review the Chicago Elements of Style and the corresponding section in your Lunsford book on composition and in particular in the composition of “topic paragraphs”.  Rewrite any paragraph that needs a clear topic, with appropriate claims and supporting evidence.  Delete any paragraphs or sentences that do not add anything to your arguments and storyline.  The goal is to produce a semblance of the Background chapter, making sure that all sections that you plan to write, but have not yet written, still get a HEADING so they show up in the Table of Contents within the intended logic of the storyline flow.

3) METHODOLOGY INTRODUCTION with “AREA of STUDY” MAP

Write a team draft of the introduction to the methodology.  Install and Run the MAPINFO tutorial.  Use Mapinfo to produce the “Study Area” map. See handout on line.   Ask Prof. Carrera for maps of your area, but also look on line and on the Mapinfo CD.  Give it an honest try.  Each team member should become familiar with the Mapinfo tutorial.  Also, make sure you finalize the “conceptual” and “temporal” boundaries as well.  Do not mention the word “boundary” anywhere in your methodology, though!
4) METHODOLOGY SECTIONS

After the Introduction, use the 3-5 objectives of your project as headers (HEADING 1, HEADING 2, etc.) and make a bulleted list of METHODS/TASKS under each of the objective headers to specify HOW you foresee that objective being accomplished.  Be specific and focus on the significant methodological challenges.

5) KILLER GRAPHS – for real

Based on your teams’ consensus on the ideal killer graphs for your project.  Somehow, you should try to make the killer graphics using computer software.  One way to do this is to use an image processing application (like Photoshop), or even Powerpoint.  A better way would be to try to create a mock-up dataset for at least ONE of the killer graphs using Access or Excel, giving the data the appropriate format/structure and inventing realistic content to populate your datasets.   Make sure you create a sufficient number of data records to demonstrate all of the variability you expect to find in the “real” data.  If you are ambitious, avoid creating the “final” dataset, but work on the “component” datasets that you are more likely to produce or obtain in real life and only then manipulate the fundamental component databases and join them as needed to set up the final datasets to be used for the desired visualizations.  If you are really ambitious, you can then try to open the databases from Mapinfo to produce thematic maps (or alternatively transfer to Excel to actually produce the graphics).  To complete the job, you should finally transfer the maps or graphics into the WORD document that contains your current draft proposal.  If you don’t get this far, print whatever you were able to produce.
6) BIBLIOGRAPHY – containing only the works you actually CITED

As you begin to make citations in your document (using the Chicago style), begin to develop your BIBLIOGRAPHY (chapter 4 in the Proposal).  This will consist of an alphabetized list of all bibliographical references (no annotations!) that are actually cited in your proposal.  It differs from the Annotated Bibliography on two accounts: (i) it ONLY contains works that are referenced in your document; and (ii) it does NOT contain any annotations.
7) LITERATURE REVIEW/ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY – Relevant Background and Methodology

Combine your overall team Annotated Bibliographies into a single, well-organized (with category headings) and well-formatted one.  Continue to identify useful sources of various types (books, academic journals, trade journals, periodicals, on-line sources, etc.) and produce the respective annotated bibliography entries.  Append it to the Draft as an APPENDIX.
8) DRAFT #1 (on web page)

Put together the first draft of your Proposal.  This should be a SINGLE Word document, in which all chapter headers are numbered and are all assigned a HEADING 1 style.  The second level (sub-section) headings should all be HEADING 2 style, etc..    The draft proposal should start with the Cover page, followed by a Table of Contents, List of Figures and List of Tables (all 3 automatically generated using WORD), followed by chapter 1, the Introduction (all 5 moves). Then append the Background Chapter (chapter 2), making sure that you include plenty of references and you add pertinent figures and graphs.  After the few pages of very focused, well-written and pertinent Background, add the Methodology (chapter 3), including the methodology Introduction, which starts with the mission statement and the list of objectives (#3 above), followed by a map of your Study Area and the other “boundaries” (Conceptual and Temporal).  Then add one section for each of the objectives using Header 2 styles and include one paragraph under each objective, stating HOW you plan to achieve that objective (item #4 above).  Finally, include the killer graphs with some text referring to them and explaining what pattern/trend/solution/answer they (will) demonstrate (#5 above).  Finalize the draft by adding Chapter 4, which is the Bibliography, and Appendix A, which is the Annotated Bibliography.  Add any other Appendices as needed.  The whole thing should be 10-15 pages max. including the cover and the killer graphs.  Make sure you turn in your draft using the appropriate Draft Cover Sheet. Make sure each section has one (or more) author(s) and reviewer(s).  PEER EDIT THOROUGHLY!  You should make sure that each section is REVIEWED by one teammate beyond the original writer/author of that section.  One member of your team should also take on the task of being the overall draft EDITOR.   Post the draft on your web page and then email the instructor and the advisors to go get it there.  No paper submissions necessary this time, but bring a printed copy to class (for the instructor) and to the PQP meeting (for yourselves and the advisor).
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