Clam Count


Clam count is a program designed to monitor the number, species, and size of clams found in the lagoon. This information will be used to determine the health of local clam populations, monitor for invading species, and indicate the overall health of the lagoon environment.
Suggested age: 
10 and up

Equipment required:
Clam information packet



Shovel




Several buckets




Ruler

Description:

Begin by selecting an appropriate location and time for the experiment (low tide on velme). Record the exact location as well as date and time of day.

Dig in a 40 cm x 70 cm area and place the clams in a bucket. Sort the clams by species into different buckets and record the number of each species. Furthermore, measure the width of each clam and record these values for each species. After the data is recorded return the clams and move to another location 20-30 meters away. The experiment will be conducted repeatedly in order to form a grid of plots from which data was collected.
Once the experiment is complete, input the collected data into the online form and submit it for inclusion in the database.
