Water Monitoring


The water monitoring experiment will collect data on several water quality factors at particular location throughout the lagoon. Turbidity is a measure of the clearness of the water, providing information on the suspended sediment in the water. The amount of dissolved oxygen determines which species can survive in the water and can indicate problems such as algae blooms. Temperature and salinity are other factors important to studying a body of water.

The program will also request that participants spend time cleaning the chosen location of trash and debris.
Suggested age: 
14 and up

Equipment required:
Water testing kit (www.worldwatermonitoringday.org/orderkits)




Secchi disk



Thermometer




Ruler

Description:

Begin by selecting an appropriate location for the experiment. Precise locations are shown on the map and marked with a post. Water quality changes significantly from one location to another so it is imperative that you perform the experiment at an approved location. Select a particular post from the map. Record the post code as well as date, time of day, and weather conditions.
Begin by measuring the air temperature and the water temperature with the thermometer. Use the secchi disk as instructed to measure the turbidity. Careful perform the suggested chemical tests with the water testing kit and record all results.
Once the experiment is complete, input the collected data into the online form and submit it for inclusion in the database.

