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Like an attic, a large virtual space like a Web site gets clut-
tered over time.  Periodically, one needs to get in there and 
assess what should be kept, what should be tossed, and what 
organization would make the most sense for finding what is 
needed.  During the fall of 2004, we have done just that in the 
interest of streamlining the content and navigation on the li-
brary Web site.   
 
The new site places all Searchable Collections on one page 
so visitors may easily review and choose the best tool for the 
task at hand.  A new Faculty Services page has been devel-
oped, pulling together services aimed specifically at faculty, 
such as book ordering, library instruction information, course 
reserve procedures, and copyright compliance information.  All 
options for accessing library materials have been collected 
under Borrowing & Ordering:  borrowing policies, informa-
tion about self-service functions in Your Account, Interlibrary 
Loan, ARC borrowing within Worcester, placing holds on 
checked-out items, and requesting items from Founders stor-
age or projects collections.  A revamped Help & Instruction 
area offers the various staff-mediated and self-service options 
for learning about library resources. 
 
To check out our new site, visit www.wpi.edu/+library.  As 
always, feedback is welcome – e-mail your comments to lib-
webmaster@wpi.edu. 

  
WPI Community Photography  

Exhibit 
 
The Library is hosting a WPI community photography ex-
hibit that features the works of faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni.  The show will run from January 13 through March 
11, 2005.  For more information, contact the WPI Archives 
at 508-831-6612 or archives@wpi.edu. 

New Library Web Site Released 

Upcoming Library Instruction Offerings 
Check the library web site to register for sessions on topics 
such as: 
 
ο Library Resources and Research Techniques 
ο Literature Review: Scholarly Research & Synthesis  
ο Business Planning Resources 
 
Stay tuned for Research & Referencing Clinics for times 
when you can drop by Anderson Lab A for assistance with 
research projects. Contact Christine Drew cdrew@wpi.edu or 
x6163 with questions. Feel free to schedule a one-on-one or 
group research consultation with a librarian, for customized 
research help. www.wpi.edu/+library/Help/rescon.html 

E-audiobooks are books that are downloaded from an online 
source to be played on digital audio players that will be available 
for patrons to charge out of the library. These players are light-
weight and are not much larger than a USB driver.  They hold 
several hours of listening material.  
 
Titles for E-audiobooks may be found by searching in the library 
catalog by Subject for electronic audiobooks. E-audiobooks 
maybe checked out for 4 weeks. We will keep them for you for 
three days to pick up at the Circulation Desk.  For more informa-
tion about E-audiobooks please check the Library Web Site or 
see a Circulation Staff member. 

E-audiobooks Offered C Term 

Google Scholar - Fantasy World or Wave of  the Future? 
Google is developing a new product which enables a search of scholarly literature, inclusive of peer-review publications, theses, 
books, preprints, abstracts, and technical reports, from all areas of research.  Like generic Google, results are relevance ranked, 
and provide citation, abstract, full text availability, and costs.  Full text is only provided for freely available content, so a trip to 
your library Web site will still be in order.   For those without access to scholarly databases, however, or for broad-based search-
ing, it brings exciting new possibilities.  (scholar.google.com)   It is still in beta development.  Some caveats to keep in mind: 

ο Sources are not provided—you cannot tell if content from a database you utilize is included 
ο Source or formula for citation counts is not clear 
ο Many conference papers, such as those included in Engineering Village (library databases page), are not included 
ο Many E-book collections, such as those Gordon Library subscribes to, are not included 



 

 

 

Did You Know?   
 
If you are a current WPI student, faculty, or staff member, 
you can log into Your Account in the library's catalog with 
just your UNIX login and password?  Once logged in, you 
can renew items, see what you have checked out, place a 
hold on an item, request Interlibrary Loan items, and more.  
One UNIX login allows you to make multiple requests, 
where the library barcode login requires reentering the bar-
code for each request. 

@Gordon Library is published periodically during the aca-
demic year by the staff of the Gordon Library, Worcester  
Polytechnic Institute, 100 Institute Road, Worcester, MA 
01609-2280; 508-831-5410; fax: 508-831-5829;  
atgordonlibrary@wpi.edu. 

In summer of 2003, two technology-enabled collaboration 
spaces, or IT Labs, were added on the library’s third floor.  
Each provides a group of up to eight users plasma screen, 
laptop jacks, DVD and video equipment, and network access.  
Students and others do research, practice presentations, pre-
pare projects, share information, and study collaboratively in 
these spaces.   
 
Use of the rooms has increased significantly over the past 
year and a half, which is not surprising with the amount of 
group work performed at WPI.  Between July and December 
of 2004 alone, 673 room uses took place, 608 of them by 
undergraduates.  The total number of those utilizing the facil-
ity is therefore significantly higher, as the count reflects the 
key/equipment pack checkout to one individual within each 
group.  Circulation staff report that, beginning mid term, the 
rooms are almost continuously booked, and students request-
ing a lab regularly must be turned away. 
 
We are extremely fortunate that two new IT Labs have just 
been added on the library’s first floor, adjacent to the stacks 
outside the PC Room.  We are grateful to the ATC for provid-
ing and installing the new spaces.  We expect them to be 
extremely popular and to handle the overflow demand from 
the original spaces. 

New IT Labs Added 

The means to answering this question used to be the library 
catalog.  A Journal Title or ISSN search in the catalog told you 
whether the library provided access to a journal.  However, the 
catalog is no longer a comprehensive list of our journal holdings. 
 
Given the increasingly complex nature of electronic journal col-
lections and full-text content in other online databases, there is a 
new answer to this question.  To learn whether Gordon Library 
offers a title you need, use the Journals List, available from the 
Searchable Collections page of the library’s web site.  This list 
now includes print and electronic titles provided by Gordon Li-
brary.  It provides information on duplicate sources for the title, 
issues/years available through each source, and click-through 
access for electronic titles.  It is now the effective, one-stop-
shopping list for our journal collection.   See:  www.wpi.edu/
+library/Collections/Journals  

Does Gordon Library Have  
the Journal You Need? 

New JSTOR collections available: 
 
The library is pleased to announce access to the JSTOR Arts 
and Sciences Collections III and IV, in addition to Arts 
and Sciences I and II, General Science, and Ecology and Bot-
any Collections. JSTOR, an online archive of full text articles 
published in scholarly journals dating back to the 19th century, 
has become a popular resource for faculty and students at 
WPI, which has been a JSTOR participant since 1999. The Arts 
and Sciences III and IV Collections strengthen our full text 
coverage in many disciplines.  For instance, in addition to 
added humanities and social science titles, access to collections 
I-IV provides access to all titles included in the JSTOR Business 
Collection. 
 
Wilson Database Access Ending: 
 
The library has not renewed subscriptions to H.W. Wilson ab-
stract and index databases: Applied Science and Technology 
Abstracts, Education Abstracts, Humanities Abstracts, Readers 
Guide Abstracts, and Social Science Abstracts.  A 25% price 
increase prompted a discussion among library staff as to 
whether these databases were the best places to put the li-
brary's limited dollars. Prior to canceling these databases, the 
library consulted with several faculty members we thought 
might be most affected by this change. None indicated that the 
databases were worth the additional cost or that they would be 
greatly missed by faculty and students. Although the databases 
are useful discovery tools, the library provides suitable alterna-
tive resources. 
 
For information on the above changes, and Wilson alternatives, 
see:  www.wpi.edu/+library/Collections/Databases/
dbchanges2005.html 
 
 

Database Changes 

Project Muse Ejournal Subscription Enhanced 
 
The original collection of electronic journal titles we re-
ceived through Project Muse, called the Johns Hopkins 
University Press package, was discontinued by the 
publisher.  In its place, we opted to subscribe to the 
Basic Undergraduate Collection package offered by 
Project Muse.  Though some titles were lost when the 
original collection was discontinued, statistics showed 
very low use for most.  Two of the titles lost in the tran-
sition were identified to be replaced with individual  
subscriptions.  The new subscription package adds 
thirty eight titles not previously available to WPI users.  
A complete list of titles in the new package is available 
at:  muse.jhu.edu/journals/
collection.html#undergraduate_2005     


