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Library Director Announces Retirement  
 

Helen Shuster, Assistant Vice President for Library Ser-

vices, has announced that she will retire on October 31st. 

Helen started working at the Gordon Library in 1975 as 

Head of Technical Services, and she was appointed Director 

in 1993.  During her tenure at WPI, she was responsible for 

many different technological innovations for the library and 

campus.  Helen also focused on build-

ing a staff committed to service, and 

she has been a tireless advocate for 

information literacy.  In recent years 

her vision for the evolving role of the 

library resulted in the creation of tech-

nologically infused study spaces, more 

efficient shelving arrangements, additional collaborative 

study areas, and a library web site that meets the very di-

verse needs of library users.  Helen has also been very ac-

tive in the library community outside of WPI.  She has 

served as Chairperson for NELINET, which is a consortium 

of 600 libraries, and she has been a board member for the 

Central Massachusetts Regional Library System.  Please be 

sure to congratulate Helen for her years of outstanding ser-

vice to the WPI community. 

 

Introducing QuickFind 
 

 
 

Have you ever wanted to search more than one of our data-

bases at the same time?  Well, now you can!  QuickFind, 

the multi-database search engine with Google-like capabili-

ties, was launched on the Gordon Library web site over the 

summer.  Library users can now simultaneously search 

many databases in the same discipline or they may select a 

diverse array of subjects for their research.  Just think of the 

time you can save by searching databases such as Engineer-

ing Village, ENGnetBASE, Knovel, ScienceDirect, and 

more all at once!  For more information on QuickFind, in-

cluding searching tips, check out the Help page at: wpi.edu/

+/Library/Help/quickfaq.html 

  

Did You Know? 

 

You can now check out headphones and net-

work cables from the circulation desk.  The 

cables may be checked out for three hours 

(library use only) while the headphones have 

a four hour loan period.  

News from the Archives and Special Collections 

 
Dr. Martha Crenshaw recently donated a very rare letter 

written by Charles Dickens to Thomas Powell, dated March 

23, 1846.  Dickens later discovered that Powell was an em-

bezzler and a forger, which led to Dickens publishing a pam-

phlet in 1849 describing Powell‟s 

crimes.  In the donated letter, Dick-

ens writes: "I don't know what the 

most dangerous letters in the alpha-

bet maybe, unless they are U and I." 

The letter appears in Volume 4 of 

the Pilgrim Edition of The Letters of Charles Dickens 

(Clarendon Press, 1977).  This letter is a valuable addition to 

the Robert D. Fellman Dickens Collection, which contains 

more than 150 volumes of Dickens‟ writings, 25 manuscripts, 

275 volumes of reference works, and other archival materials.   

 

 

John P. Gagliardo (Class of 1946) donated his collection of 

191 photographic images of WPI he took while a student. 

These unique photo-

graphs document 

campus life in the 

1940s as well as the 

school's Navy V-12 

program. During 

World War II, the 

Navy V-12 program 

allowed participants 

to attend college, 

complete a bachelor's 

degree, and earn a commission in the US Navy or US Marine 

Corps. Mr. Gagliardo was enrolled in the V-12 program. 

 

The Gordon Library is celebrating 40 years of service!  To 

help commemorate the history of libraries at WPI, library staff 

unveiled the Gordon @40 web site 

in June.  Since then, library staff 

have added new content, including 

a podcast of Poet Laureate Dr. 

Mark Van Doren‟s dedication ad-

dress (read by Associate Provost Lance E. Schacterle)  More 

additions are planned for the fall, so check back often.  For the 

entire site, please see www.wpi.edu/+library/40  

 

During the academic year, the WPI University Archives and 

Special Collections is open on Mondays by appointment only 

and Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  For more 

information, please contact Archives staff at 508-831-6612 or 

email archives@wpi.edu   
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 @Gordon Library is published periodically during the aca-

demic year by the staff of the Gordon Library, Worcester  

Polytechnic Institute, 100 Institute Road, Worcester, MA 

01609-2280; 508-831-5410; fax: 508-831-5829;  

atgordonlibrary@wpi.edu. 

reAction: Angles of WPI Project Centers   
 

The Library is proud to announce the 

winners of the student photography 

exhibit, “reAction: Angles of WPI Pro-

ject Centers.” Students were invited to 

submit framed photographs of pictures 

taken while at a WPI Project Center.  

Congratulations to all of our excellent 

student photographers!  

 

1st Place: "A Moment of Reflection" by Paul Emery, „05 

2nd Place (Tie): "Burmese Refugees" by Gabe Baldwin, „08 

and “Tree" by Jordon Preve, „09 

3rd Place (Tie):"Dogs in Ashes" by Cody Rank, „07 and 

"Sydney Harbor at Sunset" by Jordon Preve, „09 

 

Works will be exhibited  through September 2007 in the 

Gladwin Gallery of the Gordon Library. 

 
New Electronic Resources from the MBLC 
 
The Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 

(MBLC) recently announced that several new databases are 

now available to all residents of Massachusetts who hold a 

valid MA library card.  Academic libraries are also granted 

campus-wide access to these resources.  New databases from 

the MBLC for the WPI community include: 

 

The Literary Reference Center, from EBSCO 

Publishing, contains 350 literary journals,  

nearly 100,000 literary criticism essays, over 

500,000 book reviews, and many other scholarly resources.   

 

Massachusetts History Online is a collection of over 50 full

-text magazines and local newspapers, including American 

Heritage, the Journal of American History, and the Massa-

chusetts Review.  

 

The Newsbank database has been replaced with Massachu-

setts Newsstand.  This new data-

base provides full-text access to 

thirteen Massachusetts newspapers, 

including the Boston Globe, the 

Worcester Telegram & Gazette, and the Boston Herald.   

 

The New York Times will now be searchable as an  

individual database.   

Additional New Electronic Resources 
 
The Compustat North American and Global database is now 

available from any PC on campus.  The database contains histori-

cal and current information on companies, 

industries, stocks, executives, and various 

other business-related topics.   For additional 

details, including special login instructions, 

see:  www.wpi.edu/+/Library/Collections/ER/Restrict/

compustat.html 

 

 

 

 

In addition to these new databases, the Gordon Library has added 

an additional 10 year back file to the Web of Knowledge. Re-

searchers now have access to citations and cited references in the 

sciences, social sciences, and arts and humanities back to 1980.   

 

To access the databases from off campus, you‟ll need to use our 

proxy server.  Directions on setting up the proxy can be found at 

wpi.edu/+CCC/Help/Software/proxy.html  

 

é. And Many New Books, Too! 
 
The Gordon Library receives new books almost every day!  Some 

of our recent acquisitions include: 

 

Cinderella or Cyberella? Empowering Women in the Knowledge 

Society ed. by Nancy J. Hafkin and Sophia Huyer 

 

The Ethics of Care: Personal, Political, and Global by Virginia 

Held 

 

Understanding Gender, Crime and Justice by Merry Morash 

 

When Physics Became King by Iwan Rhys Morus 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

¶ Birthday Celebration, 11:00 am—1:00 pm, Saturday,  

 September 29 at Homecoming  

 

¶ Scarefest Vendor Fair, October 31st  

 

¶ THE CUTTING EDGE: 

 Modern Metallography and the Ancient Secrets of  

 Swordmaking, October 23-December 20, 2007, 

 Class of 1941 Art Gallery (3rd floor) 
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