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Information Commons: Renovation Update

Next time you visit WPI you will be surprised when you
walk in the library. We have created new engaging and
flexible spaces on the main entrance level meant to dy-
namically link multimedia and technology to resear:
teaching.

The newly designed spaces in the library are extrer
popular with students. One of our goals, to create &
integrated service area for students, has begun to t
realized with the move of Academic Technology Ce
t e Teaching for Technology and Learningasttdfthe
main entrance level. The synergy with IT staff at W
will continue as we enter into Phase Il of the projec
summer 2010 th&echnology Help Desik move in
creating an one stop area for technology and resea
support.

A current goal of the library is to cultivate innovatiot
by changing the social and technical climate in the
ity. This has already been evidenced by the daily pi.
ject and coursework students are engaged in withir
building. We have increased our evening hours to r
spond to student requests. The new collaborative
spaces, tech suites, and laptop loans are in high di
mand.
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We are working with students who are providing us
input through focus groups and our student advisor
committee to gain a better understanding of how th:
envision the library of the future. One of their desire
to provide a small café in the information commons
area.

For additional information see the WPI Library reno
tion web site at wpi.edu/+Library/About/Events/
renovation.html.
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If you have questions, contact Tracey L-étggnby,
Assistant Vice President for Library Services at
tih@wpi.eduor 508.831.5058.

Beyond the Stacks: Digital Library Collections

Space is at a premium in the library but our online presence has also expanded exponentially over the past ten
years. We provide currently enrolled students, faculty and staff with a vast collection of electronic books and online
journals. Our research librarians recommend students go beyond Google, to explore Google Scholar and Google
Books, both Iink seamlessly into Gordon Libraryds el
brary Catalog interface as well as ILLiad, an new Interlibrary Loan system. Staff welcome and actively promote open
access resources such as PubMed Central (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc).
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WRPI Library Embraces Open Access The Digital Realm: More Online Collections at WPI

Although our collections budget is spent on a vast num-Our Archives & Special Collections staff have been collabo-
ber of information resources necessary to support the rating with faculty and student IQP/MQP teams on projects
intensive research underway at WPI, we do our part by related to our Special Collections such as: Theo Brown Dia-
providing open access to the global internet communityries, video games collection, and other treasures we have
housed in the new Ground Floor location. The online collec-
Almost all of WPI student electronic project reports, thetions are continuously expanding. A few highlights:
ses and dissertations (unless of course, there is proprie- _
tary content involved or intellectual property) are now = 1. L T
accessible worldwide. There were almost 100,000 D Sl éﬂ’.” ya% AE;
downloads of WPI IQP and MQP projects last year. 957 ‘-
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To view many of the open access projects and ETDs, 1”1‘7 "-7;
search the WPI Library Catalog at wpi.edu/+library. =
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Gordon Library? The answer may surprise you. Fall
2008 our exit gate count was almost 135,000 during A
and B terms, an increase of 8% over the same period in
2007. Due to our recent renovations the library is even

busier this fall. Project Bois an initiative
to digitize Charles Dick-
ens's serialized novels,
A/B TERM Gate Count funded by a grant from
Past 5 Years the Massachusetts Board

160,000 of Library Commissioners.
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President Obama declared OctobMational Information

Literacy Awareness Manttich "highlights the need for

0 all ... to be adept in the skills necessary to effectively navi-

2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2002 gate the Information Age.” Staff at the Gordon Library

partner with faculty to integrate IL into courses, last year we
met with more than 100 classes and project teams. This fall
we are working with an IQP team who will help assess infor-
mation literacy of WPI students over the coming months.
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/presidential-proclamation-national-information-literacy-awareness-month/

