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Getting Started with Library Research  

wpi.edu/+library  

 
QuickFIND 
Use to get started searching 11 major library 
resources at once -- includes books & articles.  
 

 
 

Finding Print & Electronic Books  
Use Books toé  

 
¶ Gather background information from encyclopedias, dictionaries 

¶ Gain historical perspective 

¶ Find in-depth information on a topic  or some offer a broad overview of a topic  

 
Often, one or two book chapters will give you the information you need for a project. Bibliographies will 

lead you to more resources.  
 
Finding Books at WPI  

 
Connect to the Library Catalog @ wpi.edu/+library  to find print & electronic books, as well as 
periodical (journal, newspaper, and magazine) titles available in our collection.  

- Click the title for more details about the item  
- Cross reference using subject headings to find similar items 

 

We use the Library of  Congress Classification System  to categorize our books. Letters and numbers 
denote its subject and location in the collection.  GENERAL COLLECTION  indicates that the item is in 

the circulating collection (can be checked out with your WPI card for 4 weeks) . REFERENCE is on the 2nd 
floor, near the reference desk. Reserve items are at the Information  Desk.   

 
General collection locations by call number ranges: 

A ï O: Third Floor    P ï Z:  First Floor   

See floor plans  posted for additional locations.  
  
Finding Books Beyond WPI  
 

WorldCat  database combines the holdings of 1000s of libraries, including most Worcester area libraries. 

To connect: Select WorldCat  from the Quick START 4 Finding Books section on the library web site  

 
If off campus, set up the WPI Proxy Server, follow link for instructions on the Searchable Collections 

4Databases & Electronic Resources page.  
 

Search for library materials (books, videos, periodical titles) by keyword, author, Subject Heading, or title.   

 
Too many results?  Click Adva nced Search  and use drop down menus to AND  another word to make 

your search more specific.  Use Limit to restrict your search by year and/or language.  

http://www.wpi.edu/+library
http://www.wpi.edu/+library
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/lcco.html
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Library/Info/Maps/
http://firstsearch.oclc.org/fsip?dbname=worldcat&autho=100308951&done=referer
http://firstsearch.oclc.org/fsip?dbname=worldcat&autho=100308951&done=referer
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/CCC/Help/Software/proxy.html
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How To Obtain Items Found in WorldCat:  

If we own the item here in the Gordon Library, you will see :  WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 

If  a local Academic library owns the item, you will see:   ARC LIBRARIES  

 
 

Click the Libraries Worldwide  link to find out which l ibraries own the item.  Is the number next to 

Libraries Worldwide  lists less than 15? Then we may have trouble borrowi ng this item for you, o nly a 
few libraries in the world own it.  

 
To borrow items  found in WorldCat , click on the ILL (Interlibrary Loan) icon. It may take a 

week or two for the item to arrive.   

 
Want to visit a local library?  Stop by Information  Desk for Academic Research Collaborative (ARC) 

card which allows you to check out items from area academic libraries.  
 

Check out online bookstores for additional titles:  Amazon.com | bn.com  

 
You may also use Interlibrary Loan  via Your Account or the REQUEST option within our library catalog 

to obtain any items that we do not own. Often this is free of charge, but if thereôs a cost weôll notify you.  

 

Finding Articles 

 
Articles are often the best source for information, whether technical, 

historical,  

or contemporary issues. Use articles to:  
 

¶ Track down current information  on news/events 

¶ Find information from the time of event ( New York Times the day 

after the first space shuttle launch)  
¶ Gather commentary or opinions  

¶ Learn about specific research findings  

 
Getting Started with Your Research : General & Multidisciplinary 

Databases 
 

Connect to databases by choosing Searchable Collections 4 Databases & Electronic Resources  
from the library web site.  

 

Use library databases & electronic resources  to track down articles on your topic. Ask at the 
reference desk for suggestions (we have more than 100 subscription databases), or try one of the 

following:  
 

¶ Thomson Gale PowerSearch/ InfoTrac  ï start with this database for magazine/journal 

articles on any topic 

¶ LexisNexis Academic  ï current news, events, medical/health, and business 

 
Find a perfect article?   

 
¶ Glean the bibliographies  and footnote r eferences  to get to additional sources 

¶ Research the author, perhaps s/he has writt en other articles on this topic   

¶ Ask your professors about specific sources, they may be able to provide you with keywords, 

authors, or specific sources   

 
Doing an  IQP, MQP or thesis project?  Scholarly journals and books are often the best sources for 
academic research.    

   ILL  

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bn.com/
http://library.wpi.edu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=pbLogon
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Library/Collections/Databases/Subject/multi.html
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Library/Collections/Databases/Subject/multi.html
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Library/Collections/Databases/Subject/multi.html
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Library/Collections/Databases
http://find.galegroup.com/ips/start.do?userGroupName=mlin_c_worpoly&prodId=IPS&DB=GRGM_EAIM_HRCA_GBFM_STOM_ITOF_BCPM_SPJ.SP00_GVRL-0_AONE
http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic



