Fall Lecture, November 11, 2009, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Experiments in sustainability: the implementation of nature's services in the city. Cities have
now begun to embrace sustainability and the notion that their environmental impacts can be
mitigated to some degree by implementing "nature's services." These include planting trees,
installing bioswales, restoring watersheds, implementing low impact development standards.
This approach has many fascinating aspects from reflecting ideas of nature (what species of
trees get planted, for example) and the borrowing of restoration ecology vocabulary, to
implementation (who actually does the work), to the financing of this new infrastructure (who
pays, and who is impacted). Moreover, it represents a substantial shift from conventional grey
centralized infrastructure (the sanitary city model) to a decentralized approach

that relies on complex biological processes. We shall explore some of

these issues and paradoxes this new approach creates.
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