
 
Student Gone Missing: Part One 

 
You are Professor Szyzlak, the faculty advisor at a European project site and your group has just spent 
their first weekend on site.  On Monday morning, your group assembles at 8:00 am to travel together to 
the site of the orientation.  You notice that one student, Eddie Bonsweenie, failed to show up to meet 
the group.  You speak with his roommates (Wally, Richie, and Greg) and they are unsure as to where 
Eddie could be.  They tell you that they (Eddie, Richie, and Greg) had all gone out the night before, and 
that Richie returned to the apartment around midnight, leaving Greg and Eddie at a local pub.  Greg tells 
you that Eddie might have met a woman and gone with her for the night.  You thank the students for 
the information and send them on the orientation session.  You remain behind to wait for Eddie. It is 
now 11:30am local time and there is still no sign of Eddie 
 
What do you do now? 
 
What are your possible courses of action? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Gone Missing: Part Two 
 
You left a note on Eddie’s door asking him to call you the minute he returns to his apartment and have 
notified IGSD at 11:30 am local time (6:30 am EST) to inform them that Eddie is missing.  At 
approximately 1:00 pm, you are about to begin checking with the local police and hospitals to see if they 
have any information about Eddie.  Your phone rings and it is Eddie, calling you from a local Dominos.  
You tell him to come to your apartment immediately and when Eddie arrives, he is still reeking of 
alcohol.  Eddie claims that he parted ways with Greg about 6:00 am to go to an ATM to get cash.  He is 
unsure whether Greg was aware that they were no longer together.  After going to the ATM, it was 
about 6:30am local time. Eddie reported that he was still very drunk and he thought it best to try and 
sober up by riding the local bus around the city.  Eddie said he must have fallen asleep on the bus, 
because he suddenly realized that he has no idea where he was.  After wandering around the city, he 
finally caught a bus and returned to the apartment and called you. 
 
 
What do you say to Eddie at this point? 
 
As the advisor what do you do next? 
  



Student Gone Missing: Part Three 
 
You interview all four of the roommates to get further information about their activities on the night in 
question.  These are the written accounts from each of the four roommates: 

 
Wally Cleaver:  On Monday evening at roughly 9:45 pm, Eddie Bonsweenie, Richie Cunningham and Greg 
Mathis decided to go to pubs and I decided to instead catch up on sleep. I was woken up at roughly 12:05 
am when Richie returned, saying that he was tired and decided to leave Eddie and Greg. The next 
morning after my shower I went to Eddie’s room, and I discovered that his bed was empty and seemed 
unused.  Then I woke up Richie, and asked him if he knew anything about Eddie, and he did not. After he 
took his shower, we woke up Greg, asked if he knew anything about Eddie. He answered that he believes 
Eddie never came home. We looked for him briefly, but had to get to the train station where we informed 
Prof. Szyzlak.  

 
Richie Cunningham:  I heard someone come back to the apartment sometime after midnight. It sounded 
like 1 person came back, although it could have been 2, although doubtful since there was no talking 
when they/he came back. I originally went out with Greg and Eddie, but I left on my own to come back to 
the apartment 12:30ish, then I went to bed. Everything was fine when I left Greg and Eddie. 
 
Greg Mathis: Eddie and I were on our way back to the apartments, and we stopped at the bar at the end 
of the street. We stayed there for a few hours, and had a few drinks while there. It started to get late and 
we had to get up early so I said we should get back. I don’t fully remember if Eddie came back with me, 
but I wouldn’t have left him somewhere alone. I went to sleep, and then he wasn’t in the room when we 
woke up in the morning. 
 
Eddie Bonsweenie:  On 17 March, I failed to attend a language lesson and did not notify my advisor, 
Professor Szyzlak, in a timely manner.  I was out that night with a few others and went to the ATM 
machine on my way home by myself.  I decided to get on a bus and ride that for a while and meet the 
group at the bus station at 8:00 am.  I did not notify anyone of this plan, and had told Greg that I would 
come back to the apartment after stopping at the ATM.  The two main errors here were not doing what I 
had intended, and also getting on a bus with the plan of meeting the group.  I must have fallen asleep 
briefly, because I suddenly woke up and didn’t know where I was.  I switched the buses a few times, 
when I realized that I might not make it to the station on time to meet the group.  By around 8:30 am, I 
knew I had missed the appointment and decided to wander around the city to sober up.  Eventually, I 
found an area that I recognized and caught a bus back to the apartment.  When I saw the note on the 
door from Professor Szyzlak saying to call immediately, I left the apartments to find a phone.  I eventually 
used the phone at Dominos down the street from our apartment.     

 
How would you respond to the various students?   
 
Who will go through the judicial process and what should that process be? 
 
What might be appropriate sanctions for the various students?   
 
Until that process is completed, what do you as the advisor do with the students? 
 
Are there any safety strategies (education, engineering or enforcement) that could have prevented 
this?  


