
The Power of 

Words

Take a Risk 



ñNobody trusts the official 

spokesmanébut everybody 

trusts an unidentified 

source.ò
-Ron Nesen



Language and Identity
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What is Identity?

ÏWhat identifies someone or something.

ÏWho somebody is or what something is, 

particularly the name someone is known by.

ÏThe set of characteristics that someone 

recognizes as belonging uniquely to 

him/herself.



ÏIdentity is the linguistic construct of 
membership in one or more social 
categories.  Though other, non-linguistic 
criteria may also be significant, language 
and communication often provide important 
and sometimes crucial criteria by which 
members both define their group and are 
defined by others.

Kroskrity, P.V. (2000) Identity.  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, 9 (1-2), 111-114



Types of Identity (examples)

ÏEthnic

ÏRacial

ÏGender

ÏSexual Orientation

ÏSocial Economic Status

ÏNational

ÏProfession

ÏOther



Whatôs in a Name?

Who named you?  

Where did your name come from?

How do you name yourself?
To your parents?

To your friends?

To your partner?

To your professors?

To your boss?

To acquaintances?



Words they 

CUT LIKE A KNIFE


