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1. TRAVEL & ARRIVAL INFORMATION 
 

PRINT THIS CHAPTER  AND CARRY IT WITH YOU IN YOUR CARRY -ON LUGGAGE  !!! 

1.1 Arrival & Departure Dates 

 

ARRIVAL in VENICE :  SUNDAY  OCTO BER 21st   

Everyone  is expected to arrive in Venice EXACTLY on OCTOBER 21 st , between 9am and 

5pm. 

Do not plan to ARRIVE EARLIER or LATER than October 21st. 

 

DEPARTURE from VENICE : SATURDAY  DECEMBER 1 5th   

Everyone  is expected to leave Venice EXACTLY on December 15th , at any time.  

Do not plan to LEAVE EARLIER or LATER than December 15th . 

1.2 BEFORE Leaving WPI 

Please fill out the FORMS at the Project Center, indicating your mode of travel to Europe 

and your expected mode of arrival in Venice, including date (shou ld be October 21st  for all) and 

estimated time.  Also, leave us your whereabouts off -campus and/or on -campus between the end 

of school and the time you leave the country, in case we need to reach you.  Give us your off -

campus and/or on -campus phone number  and your Email address.  Please, check your Email 

regularly before leaving if at all possible.  

1.3 BEFORE Leaving the U.S. 

Please, check your Email and send us Email to confirm your departure date and your 

plans.  Check with Project Center to pick up laptops.   Leave us a trail of phone numbers where 

you plan to be (even if tentative) between the time you leave the U.S. and October 21st.  

1.4 BEFORE Arriving In Venice 

If at all possible, check your Email and send us messages to give us your whereabouts as 

you move around.  Right before arriving, give us your best estimate of arrival time and place on 

October 21st.. 

To contact us in Venice you can use:  
 

¶ Email  to both advisors: carrera@wpi.edu  and kbilliar@wpi.edu   

¶ Phone or Fax  to VPC:  +(39)  041 523-3209.  Where (39) is country code, if calling 

from outside of Italy , and 041 is the city code.  If calling from outside of Italy, youõll 

need to dial an òaccessó code (the + above).  The most likely òaccessó prefix if calling 

from outside of Italy would be (00) but this may vary.  From the US, the òaccessó 

code is (011) .  From a cell phone, you can press and hold the zero (0) key and you 

should get the plus sign (+) so you donõt have to worry about the access code.  You need 

to dial 041 always , even for local calls within Venice.  

mailto:carrera@wpi.edu
mailto:kbilliar@wpi.edu


  TRAVEL and ARRIVAL INFO 

 3 

1.5 AS SOON AS YOU ARRIVE In Venice 

Arrivals will receive assistance from VPC staff during working hours (9am to 5pm).  Calls 

before 9am will not be attended to, except in emergencies.  If you think you will arrive outside 

these hours you MUST let us know well in advance, but it may still not be possible to assist you.  

If you plan to arrive after  5pm, please arrange for one of your apartment mates to meet you.  

As soon as you set foot in Venice, or as soon as you get out of the arrivals hall at Marco 

Polo airport, you should use a cell phone or  find a public phone (orange or silver color), purchase 

a telephone card ( at any newsstand or Tobacconist shop ) and call the VPC at 041 523-3209.  

Youõll be instructed on how to proceed.  If you canõt get through at the VPC, call Prof. Carreraõs 

cell phone number: +39 335 581 5292.  Try Prof. Billiarõs cell (+39 349 702 1974 ) or the VPC 

staff cell numbers as a last resort.  

If that should  fail,  try some of the other numbers listed elsewhere in the Vademecum (try 

your apartment õs cell, the professorsõ cells, or other studentsõ cellular phone numbers), or start 

going toward the VPC on your own.   See directions  below. 

1.6 If you arrive at Veniceôs Train Station (Santa Lucia) 

Take LINE 1 Boat right outside the railroad station.   Get on the boat that is going toward 

Rialto/S.Marco.   This will cost you about ú. 3-5 and you may be charged for each piece of luggage 

as well.  You should follow the directions to the VPC included below.  

1.7 If you arrive at Veniceôs Airport (Marco Polo) 

There are two principal ways to get from Marco Polo airport to Venice:  BUS or WATE R 

SHUTTLE.  

 

BUS #5  

 This is the cheaper, albeit less glamorous and less scenic way to get to Venice.  

Walk out of the arrival area and take a left .  As you approach the end of the terminal building, 

you'll find a booth (the last one) with a sign saying COO PERATIVA S.MARCO and/or 

ALILAGUNA and/or ATVO.  You can buy the ticket there.   Alternatively, you can also buy bus 

tickets at the Tobacconist/Newsstand inside the departure area.  Tickets will cost about ú 3 or $5.  

Right across from the departure area entrance is a bus stop where youõll see buses pull up.  Look 

for BUS #5.  It should be an orange -colored bus.  It will say VENEZ IA and/or PIAZZALE ROMA 

on it.  

This bus will make stops along the way but event ually will get to PIAZZALE ROMA, 

which is Veniceõs car terminal.  Everyone will get off there, since it is the end of the line.  Once 

off the bus, walk left toward the water, which is where the boat stops are.  Follow the flow of 

people.  The majority of t hose who get off the bus will make their way to the boat stops.  Follow 

them.  Call the VPC before getting on a boat.  Youõll need to buy another ticket for the boat as 

well (another ú. 3).  Take boat line #1 toward S.Marco/Rialto.  Follow directions to the VPC or to 

your apartment as detailed later in this document . 
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WATER SHUTTLE (ALILAGUNA)  

This option is more expensive, but well worth the trip, since it affords views of the lagoon 

that you may not get to see otherwise.  Once out of the luggage pickup area, take a left   As you 

approach the end of the terminal building , you'll find a booth ( the last on e) with a sign saying 

COOPERATIVA S.MARCO and/or ALILAGUNA  and/or ATVO .  You can buy the ticket there.  It 

will cost about ú. 10 or $ 15. 

Once you purchased the tickets, you will then go outside to the curb .  There used to be a 

shuttle b us to the water taxis, but it 

seems that the service is being phased 

out.  You can walk to the boats in five 

minutes by bearing left outside the 

arrivals hall, walking under the 

plexiglas canopy.  The boat docks are 

only about 1000 feet away.  Once you 

get to the waterside , you will embark 

at a floating dock in the water basin .  

There should be only one "floating" 

dock, in the middle of the basin, so you 

canõt miss it.  The boats are yellow/tan 

color, usually made of metal, and 

rather big ( Figure 1).  

There are four  lines, the RED  line,  the BLUE  line , the GOLD  line and the ORANGE  line  

(see Figure 2).  The RED  line boats leave at : 15 after each hour  and it runs 09:15am to 22:15pm;  

the BLUE  line boats 

leave at :10 after the 

hour  and it runs from 

06:10am to 24:10pm .  

The GOLD  line  boats 

leave at :30 after each 

hour from 09:30am to 

18:30pm, whereas the  

ORANGE  line boats are  

not useful  for our  

apartments (check on 

line for latest schedules 

at www.alilaguna.it  ).  

The BLUE  and the 

GOLD  lines  stop at San 

Zaccaria, so they would 

both work for 

students/visitors  

wanting to reach the 

LõArco apartments.  To 

get to the Caõ Corte 

apartment you could get 

off at the  Fondamente 

Nuove (F.te Nove) stop. 

To get to òAl Gaffaro ó 

 

Figure 1.  The "Alilaguna" shuttle boat and its dock. 

 

Figure 2.  The "Alilaguna" lines. 

http://www.alilaguna.it/

