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U.S. plants devoted to recovering values from metal-
rich wastes have established market niches based on
one or more competitive advantages: superior process
technology, access to key feedstocks, unique equipment,
special knowledge of markets, and an appropriate exit
for outfall water. These plants are often hydrometal-
lurgical operations.

Ideally these operations also incorporate or have access
to blending, physical separation, and pyrometallurgy.
Important considerations include a favorable market
niche, plant location, and outlets for unwanted feed
constituents. Key dollar components include trans-
portation, processing cost, sales revenue, tipping fees,
and regulatory expenses. One measure of success is
having a ratio of product sales to tipping fees greater
than one.
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