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Inside this issue:  
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You may notice that this Reach newsletter is a litt le differ-
ent than those in the past. Recently we decided to create 
age-specific newsletters— a somewhat different news letter 
for each school year represented by our alums. With  this 
approach, we can provide exciting and relevant info rmation for Reach alumnae 
of every age. Simultaneously, we can re-use newsletter content from year to 
year, saving time! This newsletter version that you  are reading contains only 
the material that is common to all alumnae classes.  Each alumnae class is re-
ceiving six additional pages, with stories on a par ticular theme as well as an 
age-specific “Just for You” section:  
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If you would like to read any of the age-specific c ontent, just contact us and we’ll send you a web li nk. 
Since this is a new project, we would appreciate yo ur feedback. Please contact Chrys and Shelley and l et 
them know if there is anything you particularly lik e or dislike about the new newsletters.  In the mea n-
time, enjoy!! 
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Join Camp Reach alumnae and staff for an after-
noon of fun— bowling and socializing! 

1:00: Meet at the Campus Center Information 
Desk.  

1:00-2:00: Surprise Activity! 

2:00-4:00: Bowling in Gompei’s Gutters, Alumni 
Gym. Snacks provided. 

4:00: Pickup at Campus Center Information Desk. 

�������� !��� "#� On February 11, if there is 
inclement weather or questionable driving condition s, a message will be 
left on Chrys’s answering machine (call 508-831-519 5) by 10 AM if we 
decide to cancel.  
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The three design project teams did an amazing job t his past summer! Following is a quick summary of th e 
problem or need they addressed for their client and  the outcomes of their hard work. 

����
���-����	�%������.�%�$�/����$��	�#� The CMHA operates 
a Donations Clearing House to provide  furniture and household 
goods to families leaving area shelters who are rea dy to make a 
new start in a home of their own. Because of limite d staffing 
and funds, organization and display of donated item s in the 
warehouse is challenging. This team designed a stor age and 
display area for linens, at very low cost. CMHA fol lowed 
through on their recommendations this fall. In Nove mber the 
team gathered together (photo at right) to move lin ens from 
dozens of garbage bags onto display shelves.  
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0$	�� ,���#� The Elder Service Plan (ESP) is an adult day progra m for seniors who are nursing-
home qualified. This team of engineers was asked to  recommend a computer workstation and related furni -
ture, such that a computer could be used by ESP par ticipants to enrich their quality of life. Since mo st ESP 

clients have physical or mental impairments, the te am had to 
consider a variety of accessibility issues for keyb oards, mouse, 
monitor, and seating, within a budget of $1500. To come up 
with their recommendations, they interviewed ESP cl ients, 
staff, and an expert in computer accessibility issu es. Toward 
the end of 2005, ESP expanded and was renamed Summi t 
ElderCare. Once things settle down from the expansi on, the 
ElderCare staff assures us that they will work with  their IT 
division to follow through on assembling a workstat ion!  
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Shelley Errington Nicholson, originally from Rhode Island, cur-
rently resides in Nashua, New Hampshire and serves as the 
Director of Women’s Programs at WPI. The Office of Women’s 
Programs provides services to current and incoming students as 
well as conducts pipeline programs with the goal of  encouraging 
more young women to enter the fields of science and  engineer-
ing. Prior to joining WPI Shelley worked at several  institutions 
including Rice University in Houston, the Universit y of Edin-
burgh in Scotland and the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Shelley received her 
bachelors of arts in corporate communications with a minor in music from Roger Williams University – 
Bristol, R.I. and her masters of science in human d evelopment and family studies from the University o f 
Rhode Island – Kingston, R.I.  Welcome Shelley! 
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Close to 30 alumnae joined 2005 
campers for an evening of fun with 
frisbee art and karaoke as the high-
lights.  
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� ��	$��'#�  Hope Lodge is a 
home where people receiving cancer treatment far aw ay from 
their own homes can live in a supportive group envi ronment, free 
of charge. The staff at Hope Lodge presented a Camp  Reach engi-
neering team with the challenge of improving the or ganization of 
basement storage areas and a linen closet, within a  budget of 
$500. The girls redesigned the shelving and used ot her storage 
and organization strategies to accommodate gardenin g tools and 
supplies and a variety of other items. In December we learned 
that guests had asked that air conditioners be remo ved from their 
rooms for the winter, and the large storage room wa s the only 
place to put them! We’re working with  the Director  to focus on 

the linen closet.  ������
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������� 6
$������ 7��2�89 : I just transferred to Rochester 
Institute of Technology as a 2nd year student and changed my 
major to Bio-Medical Engineering. It's a recently accredited 
program that is part of the Electrical Engineering department. 
��$���� ,�:%�����7���2�89� writes: Hello! I have just finished 
up the first two terms at WPI for this school year. I was really 
busy, lots of classes and hard work, and also some new girl-
friends and I are in the process of starting a 3rd National So-
rority on the campus! :-D A Dance Team was also started that 
I am a part of, and we perform during the Men’s Basketball 
games. So I have been extremely busy! 

I look forward to another hard term ahead, and then D term 
I am going away on a project in Puerto Rico. I cannot wait!! 
This summer I plan on taking my MCACS for Medical 
School, and I have started looking into different schools and 
seeing where I might like to continue with my education in 
Medicine. Hope everyone else is doing well and have had a 
great year! Happy New Year to come!! 

���������;�� �

6����'�� -�$��� : I am currently at Rhode Island College for 
my freshman year.  I am majoring in communications with a 
concentration in graphics.   

Hillary Rosen: This year I decided to take a year off between 
high school and college and travel in Israel. For my first 3 
months I was in a program that was basic training for the Is-
raeli army. We were given uniforms and guns, and we 
learned how to shoot them as well. It was a great experience, 
and after that I moved to Jerusalem, which is where I am 
now. Here I am taking college classes for credit and get to 
know the city at the same time. For the next section of my 
year I will be in a city south of Tel Aviv, living in an apart-
ment and volunteering in the neighborhood. The program 
ends in June and after the summer I will be going to Bing-
hamton University in New York.  
��������� "$���
� 7��� 2�8(2�+ ): I have had a great first se-
mester at Columbia. My classes have been challenging, but I 
enjoy being in the engineering school. One of my courses, 
called Gateway lab, was very similar to the Camp REACH 
program. In this course, we were split into teams, and each 
team worked on a real-life project with a client in the sur-
rounding community. My group worked to design a security 
program with a business improvement district in Harlem. My 
time at REACH, as a camper and as a TA, provided me with a 
lot of the necessary knowledge needed to solve this engineer-
ing design problem. My experience at REACH also taught 
me how to work on a team, which was essential to this 
course. Along with my studies, I am part of a club swim team, 
and I volunteer at a food pantry near school. It has also been 
fun living in New York City. Right now, I am home for winter 
break, and I am enjoying the time I spend with my friends 
and family. I hope that everyone had a great vacation! 
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$�/����7���;�+9#� I am a senior in high school at 
Mass Academy and I just finished applying to colleges.  I am 
busy with my school's Mock Trial team. The case this year is 
about a car accident caused by a navigation system.   

���������;�� �

������� 76$/��9� -%���
� 7.������ �%
�
0$��
� 2��9� writes: 
Hello REACH ladies!  I've been extremely busy lately.  I'm 
finishing up my Ph.D. in Human Factors Engineering at 
Wright State University--I will graduate in either March or 
June.  At the end of March, my husband, Paul, and I are 
moving to Melbourne, Florida, where I will be working as a 
Systems Engineer for the Northrop Grumman Corporation.  
I'm really looking forward to starting my first "real" job!  I 
hope all of you are well, and that you're working hard toward 
your goals in science and engineering, or whatever educa-
tional path you've chosen! 

���������;�� �
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���  writes: Hi everyone! 
Not a whole lot of interesting things 
going on in NH....went skiing during 
Christmas break, got a DOG(!!!), play-
ing lax and soccer. I'm going to France 
in June with my French class so that 
should be an awesome trip. Hope every-
one else is hanging in there what with all this weird weather! 
Maybe see you at the next reunion. 
��
$��$���  %�������# �This year I cut back on my extracur-
ricular activities and decided to focus on robotics and orches-
tra. I tried out for the district orchestra on the double bass 
and joined the chamber orchestra at my school. I also men-
tored Shrewsbury Middle School's Lego robotics team and 
have been participating in the pre-season classes that my 
robotics team was having.  

���������;�8 �

=$	��
$��<���>��$#� Something that I have done recently that 
is related to Camp Reach is that I joined the robotics team at 
my school and we competed at WPI. Our robot did alright. 
We had some problems we had to work out. I think we came 
in 15 out of 30 something. Of course, Mass Academy came 
in 1st.  
-�/��� ��'#� This past summer I went to Poland on a mis-
sions trip with the youth group from my church.  We stayed 
with a bunch of orphans and others at a camp there.  The 
experience was amazing and I would love to go back!! 

I'm a freshman now at Shrewsbury High School and life 
proves to be more demanding but more rewarding. I'm in all 
honors classes which means more homework, but so far I 
have maintained all A's. 

This summer I tried out for my high school volleyball team 
and was the only freshman to make varsity. I had an awe-
some time and was so excited to get a varsity letter. Cur-
rently I am playing on the freshman basketball team and am 
also a partner on the Shrewsbury Special Olympics basket-
ball team. 

Finally, my greatest passion in school continues to be mu-

!
�����%�����
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sic.  I play the trombone in the concert band, jazz band, sym-
phonic orchestra, honors wind ensemble, and will be playing 
in the pit orchestra for our school's upcoming spring musical 
"Beauty and the Beast." This year, I was one of only two 
people to be accepted into the High School Central District 
Jazz Band.  I also received an All State recommendation . 

This summer I plan to go on another missions trip with my 
church to the Philippines.  Through missions trips I've 
learned how much fun it is to travel the world. 

���������;�+ �

�
�	�� -��$�?�� writes: Hi, this year has been awesome. I 
played Varsity Field Hockey and I am now playing starting 
basketball, in which I am a captain, at Murdock Middle/High 
school. I am also in the play "Oklahoma" and hoping to par-
ticipate in the play at the end of the year at Mt. Wachusett. I 
am going to play softball at the end of the year also. The 
weekend after Thanksgiving I went to New York 
City and stayed in a hotel on time square and saw 
the play The Phantom of the Opera, my favorite 
movie of all time. I have all straight A's and 
I hope to keep up my work. I hope every 
one had an awesome year. Astalavista! 
-�
/��� -$�	����� writes: Hey Girls!  My school 
year is going great. I started field hockey this 
year and I had a blast. We did pretty well. 
We won 11 games, lost 1, and tied 2. Our 
team was huge! We had a total of 55 girls 
on the team and they had all of us and the equipment travel in 
one bus. So chaotic! School has been good too. I am doing 
well in classes and having fun with friends. Hope to see you 
soon! 

���������;�1  

�%)
$��6$�)��#� What had happened after I left Camp Reach 
was as following. When my family pulled into the driveway, 
the powers out!!! What a way to celebrate my coming home! 
But, it worked out OK. The very next day we set out for our 
vacation at Cape Cod. While there my Aunt (who came with 
us) got taken under by a wave and broke her leg. We will 
never go to that beach again. A week before school started I 
got my braces. Not fun being a TWO HOUR PROCE-
DURE!!!!!  

When school started I was already in National Junior 
Honor Society. Before tryouts even began I chose what ac-
tivities interested me the most. I made it into Show Choir and 
Stage Band (YEAH!). Also I do dance, but that's an out of 
school activity. I even went to my first school dance. It was a 
Halloween dance and was a lot of fun. So, I think I adapted 
quite well into seventh grade. 

I look forward to the reunion and seeing everyone again. I 
guess I can say that a lot has happened since Camp Reach, 
but it was worth having it all.  
���
���$�� 5��#� Hi everyone, I hope you all have had a 
happy holidays. I know I did. For the first half of seventh 
grade I participated in the Robotics Club and Math Counts 
Club. I also played on the school volleyball team. I am look-
ing forward to coming back to WPI this summer. 

��'� -�%
��$�� : I have been really busy since I left Camp 
Reach. After Camp Reach I went to Lake Sunapee for two 
days. My whole family went and we took our boat. It was 
awesome. Every year the girls in my neighborhood go to the 
Sterling Fair and ride on all of the rides. We had sleepovers 
and fooled around and had nights full of typical girl talk until 
2:00 in the morning. I got a digital camera for Christmas, I 
really wanted it too! I have been taking pictures with it non-
stop. I just got a part in my school play, I’m so excited!!! I'm 
not a major character but I am still so glad I'm in the play. I'm 
one of the main character's back up dancer/singer! The play 
is Bugsy Jr., I'm Dottie. I miss everyone from Camp Reach 
so much! I have been e-mailing some girls, talking to then on 
Myspace, and IMing them. I can’t wait to see them again. All 
of the girls who went to Camp Reach that go to my school 
are doing great. I would like to thank Camp Reach for spend-
ing the best two weeks of my life with me and for letting me 
get close to girls that I have nothing in common with who I 
could never have met if I hadn’t gone to Camp Reach. Thank 
you! Miss You! 
�$	���� .��
'#� I had a great time at Camp Reach this sum-
mer!  Since school started up I participated in fall soccer and 
lacrosse.  I attended a Math contest at St John’s representing 
St. Mary’s of Shrewsbury.  Right now I am on two basketball 
teams and indoor soccer.  
��
��$��� ����#� After Camp 
Reach, I went to La Jolla, Cali-
fornia, where I went surfing, 
deep sea kayaking, and swim-
ming. In school now, I am in a 
group called Junior Solar Sprint, or JSS. In JSS, we build 
solar cars and compete in races at M.I.T. I also compete in 
the MathCounts competitions, where we solve difficult equa-
tions. I miss Reach, and I hope to go to Gems Jr. next year! 
�����'� ��	$	��#� I am now on team 7-1 at DMS (Dudley 
Middle School) and we have sooo much fun and many activ-
ity days. I got a lot of stuff for Christmas that I really like, 
including a HUGE atlas, world map, and plenty of long ear-
rings. Recently, I also got my 3rd hole pierced in my ears, so 
now I have a total of 6.Happy Holidays to everyone, and I 
hope to see all of you guys soon! Reach Rocks. 
��$� ��>����>#� So far this year I have made the metrowest 
"a" team, for basketball, and I have been concentrating on 
basketball. Also on January 7th I am getting a Maltese 
dog that is 10 months old. I am so excited. I got a video ipod 
for Christmas (love it). I still go to the same school, with 
Edie (Ziti). And I miss everybody! Hope to hear from every-
body soon! 
@��$���������#� I miss everyone tons and can't wait to see 
them at the reunion!   
6'��� �	��$��#� When I'm not at school or at home, I'm at 
karate. I go to Holden Martial Arts in Holden.  It's so fun 
there. In September I got my red pants, which means I am a 
part of the staff now.  I get to help out with the little kid’s 
classes, go to special staff training seminars, and get to know 

(Continued on page 6) 
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If you move : Please take a moment 
to contact us, either by phone, letter, 
or e-mail. We very much want to keep in contact wit h 
everyone! 

��&� $�� '�%� /��� �		���� ��� �*��$�� �
� 	���/�� '�%
� �*
��$�����
���� 
����������%��?����������	���%
������%
�
�*��$�� �$��3� This allows you to get announcements of 
Reach events as soon as they are known, as well as 
other useful postings (typically no more than one p er 
month). 

There is an easy form you can use on 
the Reach website to submit 
changes in postal and e-mail ad-
dresses. The Reach website is 
���
#AA���B�
$B��%AC
��	� , and the 
change of address form is in the 
Alumnae section. 
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Shelley Nicholson 
WPI, Office of Women’s Programs 
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609 
(508)831-5819, shell@wpi.edu 

Chrys Demetry 
WPI, Mechanical Engineering Department 
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA  01609 
(508) 831-5195, cdemetry@wpi.edu 
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the staff more.  One of my best friends, Daniela, also got her red pants so now we are both part of 
the staff.  We do lots off extra things for karate now, including things with the other staff mem-
bers.  Even though we are younger we have a lot of fun there, whether it's helping or 
taking our own class.  School this year is great to o.  There is this place called Alden 
Research Labs in Holden and they let my school do a  project for them.  It was after school 
and only 10 kids could do it.  We had to estimate t he population of fish in the pond on there 
property.  We used special equipment and we got hel p from many biologists.  It was fun and edu-
cational.  We might get to go do something else the re in the spring. 
5�%
���=$/���'�����@%�$����
/���#� Hi Camp Reach Friends, We have been having a great time. We competed in a 
FIRST Robotics tournament at WPI. At the competitio n, we saw Rachel W. on the Think Pink team and 
Amanda H. on the Upside Down Bouncing Chipmunks tea m. We were the Lego Beachcombers and we won an 
award for the Best Innovative Solution on our resea rch project. Also, we congratulate Rachel and Amand a’s 
teams for their hard work and for getting the award s they received. We miss you all and can’t wait to see you at 
the reunion coming up!  
��	����"����'#� I've been busy since camp, scoring some points at o ur first volleyball match of the season, read-
ing Harry Potter 5 and 6 (yes, I finally decided to  read them), doing homework (and more homework and more 
homework and more...), organizing Secret Spirits (S ecret Santa for Halloween), enjoying our two cats, Charley 
and Gypsy, participating in an all-girls robotics t eam, Think Pink, (we were the in the top twelve tea ms when 
we were eliminated, and got the Best Programming aw ard), and doing lots of other little projects along  the way. 
I've continued to knit, crochet, read books BESIDES  Harry Potter, hang out with friends, ski, and more . I think 
about how totally awesome reach all the time. I hop e everyone has been doing well since the summer and  I can't 
wait to see you all in February!! (Hi Julie, Lauren  and Amanda H., you guys did great at the competiti on!!) 
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