january 4, 2006 MINUTES OF MEETING

WPI Greek Alumni Council

Meeting was conducted in the Chairman’s Room at the WPI Campus center and convened at 7pm.. 

Members Present

Yakov Kronrod, Phi Sigma Kappa, 2002

Dick Hooker, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 1955
Mike Andrus, Alpha Chi Rho, 1997
Jim Melvin, Theta Chi 1985

Rachel Yamartino, Phi Sigma Sigma 2002
Emily Perlow, Student Activities Office

Thomas Collins, Alpha Chi Rho, 2001

Jake Roczniak, Lambda Chi Alpha, 2003

Adam Tracey, Alpha Chi Rho 2008

Todd Prokop, Tau Kappa Epsilon 2007

Chad Tino, Lambda Chi Alpha 1999

Officer Reports

· President:  None
· Vice President:  None

· Treasurer:  None
· Secretary:  Minutes from last meeting were approved and distributed.
Other Reports

· IFC:  Todd Prokop is being replaced as IFC President by Adam Tracy.  Todd is remaining as the Recruitment Chairman of IFC.
· Panhellenic:  Not present

· WPI Greek Life (Emily):  

· Greeks and greek life has been very prevalent in Tech News of late – the entire front page of the most recent edition is dedicated to greek related articles.
· A recent incident involving Fiji and the theft of a Christmas tree has been resolved without criminal prosecution.  Fiji is paying restitution and is subject to a WPI hearing.  It is noted that Fiji’s leadership reacted well to a bad situation.
· Chapters are reminded that students who are not academically eligible to join a fraternity or sorority can not participate in any “pledging” activities.  Tutoring individuals in this situation is allowed and encouraged.  IFC has instituted new guidelines recently regarding this issue.

· GAC Leadership Conference (Chad):  A committee meeting for the WGLC will be held Sunday 1/7 at 6pm, at 30 Dean Street (Lambda Chi Alpha chapter house).
Old Business

· Existing nominations for GAC officers are:
· President:  Jim Melvin (Declined),  Jake Roczniak (Accepted), Tom Collins (Declined)

· Vice President: Tom Collins (Accepted), Yakov Kronrod (Accepted)

· Treasurer:  Rachel Yamartino (Accepted)

· Secretary:  Rachel Yamartino (Declined), Mike Andrus (Accepted)

New Business

· A motion to close nominations was made by Dick Hooker and seconded.  The presence of quorum was questioned.  It was determined that since more than 1/3 of recognized organizations were represented, then quorum was present.  The motion to close nominations passed unanimously.
· Elections.  The following officers were elected:

· President:  Jake Roczniak (unanimous)

· Vice President:  Tom Collins

· Treasurer:  Rachel Yamartino (unanimous)

· Secretary:  Michael Andrus (unanimous)

Discussions

· Collective Buying:  Jim Melvin is still working on putting together comparison items for collective buying.  It was suggested that a WPI-sponsored IQP maybe a good way for research on the issue to be conducted.  [ACTION ITEM]  Jim to give Rachel an abstract to take to Helen Vassallo to determine feasibility.

· WPI internet access:  A calculation by Jim was distributed at the meeting regarding cost per port vs. cost per member.  Discussion centered around the equitability of charging per port vs. per member, and the difficulties involved in signing a 4-year contract with fluctuating membership numbers.  Many feel it would be preferable to be able to pay for only what is used.  Phi Kappa Theta has already opted out of the WPI system due to low membership.  Howie has completed a survey for distribution to undergrads tomorrow 1/5.  It will be open for a week.  GAC by friendly vote approved a $50 random draw as an incentive to get higher survey participation.  [ACTION ITEM]  Yakov to assume lead as liason with WPI NetOps and respond regarding concerns.
· GAC Awards:  Awards ceremony will be April 9th.  A more detailed discussion will be held next meeting.  [ACTION ITEM]  Emily to distribute list of existing awards prior to next meeting.  [ACTION ITEM]  Everyone to come to next meeting with ideas for new awards, how to revise the application, etc.
· House Insurance:  From the evaluation in 2004 to the evaluation in 2006, Alpha Chi Rho’s house increased over 50%, due to the insurance company using a different formula to determine the value of the house.  This triggered a significant increase in insurance premiums.  Other houses do not seem to have experienced such a dramatic increase.  AXP was advised to look into other insurance carriers.

Announcements
· Future discussion topics:  addition of more Vice Presidents or other officers to address tasks for GAC, and addition of a Parliamentarian for procedural issues.

Reports on old Action Items:

1) Develop budget for WGLC – Rachel Yamartino & Jake Roczniak (and Chad Tino)

Budget for the conference was set at $3,000.  Major costs will include food and a keynote speaker.
2) Develop full schedule for WGLC – Chad and WGLC Committee

Schedule will be finalized at the committee meeting on 1/7.
3) Develop and distribute survey Re: WPI Internet access - Howie

Survey is complete and ready for distribution
New Action Items:

1) Jim to give Rachel an abstract to take to Helen Vassallo to determine feasibility of an IQP to study collective buying.

2) Yakov to assume lead as liason with WPI NetOps and respond regarding concerns.
3) Emily to distribute list of existing GAC awards.

4) Everyone to come to next meeting with ideas for new awards, how to revise the application, etc.

5) Mike to add list of upcoming events to future meeting minutes
Upcoming Events:
· Next GAC meeting: Thursday, 2/1/07, 7pm, Chairman’s Room, WPI Campus Center
· WGLC Committee meeting:  Sunday 1/7/07, 6pm, Lambda Chi Alpha (30 Dean Street)
· WGLC (Leadership Conference):  Saturday 2/10/07, 9am-5pm, WPI Salisbury Labs
· GAC Awards:  Saturday 4/9/07
Respectfully submitted,

Michael Andrus, Secretary
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