March 1, 2006 MINUTES OF MEETING

WPI Greek Alumni Council

Meeting was conducted in the Chairman’s Room at the WPI Campus center and convened at 7:05pm.. 

Members Present

Yakov Kronrod, Phi Sigma Kappa, 2002

Mike Andrus, Alpha Chi Rho, 1997
Rachel Yamartino, Phi Sigma Sigma 2002
Emily Perlow, Student Activities Office

Thomas Collins, Alpha Chi Rho, 2001

Jake Roczniak, Lambda Chi Alpha, 2003

Charlie Gillis, Tau Kappa Epsilon 1995

Wally Towner, Phi Gamma Delta, 1983

Jennifer Fournier, Phi Sigma Sigma, 2002
Dick Hooker, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 1955

Martin Driggs, Phi Sigma Kappa, 2006

Gene Campbell, Sigma Pi, 2001

Chapters Represented - FSK, ACR, FSS, LCA, TKE, FIJI, SP, SAE
Chapters Not Represented - FKQ, SFE, ZY, ATW, AGD
Officer Reports

· President:  None
· Vice President:  None

· Treasurer:  Total spent for the fiscal year to date is $5,046.59.  Remaining funds in budget are $4,353.41.  Of the remaining funds, $2,500 is set aside for GAC awards.  Rachel requests $300 for postage for invitations to GAC Awards (see new business).
· Secretary:  Minutes from last meeting were approved and distributed.
Other Reports

· IFC:  Not present
· Panhellenic:  not present
· WPI Greek Life:  75% of new members have been TIPS trained.  The Greek Leaders Institute (GLI) has been planned, and the recommendations of the Greek Lift Task Force (GLTF) will be officially unveiled at the GLI.  Congratulations to Lambda Chi Alpha and Alpha Chi Rho on receiving good press this month.  IFC and Panhellenic are spearheading an effort for greek alumni to perform resume critiques, and will be speaking to GAC in the future about this.
· GAC Leadership Conference (Chad):  Chad submitted a report in writing, which is attached to these minutes.  See discussion for further comments on the WGLC.
Old Business

· None
New Business

· Motion:  to authorize Rachel to spend up to $300 on postage for invitations to the GAC awards.  Motion passed.
· Jake appointed Yakov as the new GAC Public Relations Chairman.
Discussions

· Recruiting Graduating Seniors to GAC:  GAC would like to include some sort of event, preferably associated with Senior Week, to encourage graduating seniors to participate in GAC after graduation.  [ACTION ITEM] Jake to coordinate with Todd Prokop to see what is available.

· WPI internet access:  Yakov contacted Sean O’Connor from WPI regarding a quote for internet service.  Sean promised a quote, but has not yet provided one.  [ACTION ITEM] Yakov to stay in contact with WPI regarding this issue.
· WGLC Wrapup:  1. Alumni numbers were low.  Suggestions included increased publicity (including new GAC PR chair), encouraging seniors to attend the graduate program, and combining the alumni and chapter officer tracks.  2. Many comments regarding the program said that it was too long and began too early in the morning.  In addition, new member topics may have been better suited to nearer the beginning of the new member period.  It was suggested that the conference be split into two events – one aimed at new members and one aimed at officers and alumni.  3. The planning of the event needs to happen earlier – picking a date for the 2008 WGLC will be on the agenda at the May GAC meeting.
· GAC Awards:  Awards nomination package was issued.  Response has been somewhat lacking, and as planned the due date was “extended” to March 16th.  Nomination packages will be distributed to the selection committees by March 19th, and selections will be finalized at the March 26th GAC meeting.

Most presenters are lined up, with the following exceptions:

[ACTION ITEM] Humanitarian of the Year (Chris Hardwick) (Rachel Y is contacting) 

[ACTION ITEM] New Member of the Year (Bethany Bouchard) (Emily is contacting) 

[ACTION ITEM] Chapter of the Year (Dr. Berkey) (Jake and Wally are contacting) 

[ACTION ITEM] Most Improved Chapter of the Year (Philip Clay) (Emily is contacting) 

[ACTION ITEM] Outstanding Educational Programming (John Orr) (Rachel is contacting) 


Additional tasks were assigned or volunteered for:

[ACTION ITEM]  Rachel to arrange room and food
[ACTION ITEM]  Tom to procure awards

[ACTION ITEM]  Mike to design and print programs (based on last year’s format)

[ACTION ITEM]  Emily to assign selection committees from volunteers.

[ACTION ITEM]  Jake to find and procure thank you gifts and notes for presenters.

[ACTION ITEM]  Yakov and Martin to arrange for a photographer.

Selection committees are reminded that winners’ bios need to be written for the list of winners sheet.
· Green Study:  Jake spoke to John Miller regarding WPI’s Green Study.  He was told that GAC would have to consult the architect for the new dormitory for more information.  Martin suggested that there are other organizations that he has dealings with that may be willing to help greek organizations become more green.  [ACTION ITEM] Martin to contact organizations and bring information to next meeting.
· Grease Traps and Inspections:  Grease trap regulations were revised in 1996, and again in 2005, to include boarding houses (including fraternities and sororities) in its requirements.  Several greek organizations have been issued orders from the city to upgrade or install grease traps.  Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Phi Sigma Sigma have upcoming hearings with the City.  Additionally, the City of Worcester is attempting to include a police officer with the building and fire inspectors on visits.  This is in the preliminary stages and will be monitored for the time being.

· Life Safety Seminar:  The preliminary date for the 2007 GAC Life Safety Seminar was set for March 25th, at 2:00 pm.  [ACTION ITEM] Dick will coordinate with City inspectors for their attendance. [ACTION ITEM] Emily to reserve a room for the seminar. [ACTION ITEM] Yakov to email an abstract describing the seminar for attendance recruiting purposes.
· Bill Collections:  Some organizations are looking at alternative methods for collecting money from members.  WPI doing the billing is not an option – they will not handle billing and collection for properties that they don’t manage, nor will they put holds on graduation, etc.  Some houses utilize outside agencies (e.g. Omega) for their collections.  It was agreed that contracts are important, as are the responsibilities of the undergraduate treasurer and other officers.  Further discussion of this topic at later meetings.

Announcements
· WPI has a new alumni website.
Reports on old Action Items:

1) Jim to give Rachel an abstract to take to Helen Vassallo to determine feasibility of an IQP to study collective buying. Not yet complete
2) Adam T. to contact undergraduate president of Sigma Phi Epsilon about their lack of communication regarding WPI Internet. Not Present
3) Jake R. to contact WPI regarding a possible LEED/Green Study presentation. Complete
New Action Items:

1) Jake to coordinate with Todd Prokop regarding senior recruitment to GAC.

2) Yakov to stay in contact with WPI regarding internet access.
3) GAC Awards Action Items:

Presenters to be contacted:  Humanitarian of the Year (Chris Hardwick) (Rachel Y is contacting), New Member of the Year (Bethany Bouchard) (Emily is contacting), Chapter of the Year (Dr. Berkey) (Jake and Wally are contacting), Most Improved Chapter of the Year (Philip Clay) (Emily is contacting), Outstanding Educational Programming (John Orr) (Rachel is contacting) 

Additional tasks: Rachel - room and food, Tom - awards, Mike - programs, Emily - assign selection committees, Jake - thank you gifts and notes, Yakov/Martin - photographer.

4) Martin to contact organizations and bring information regarding green alternatives
5) Dick will coordinate with City inspectors regarding Life Safety Seminar
6) Emily to reserve a room for the Life Safety seminar
7) Yakov to email abstract for Life Safety Seminar
Upcoming Events:
· Next GAC meeting: Monday 3/26/07, 7pm, Chairman’s Room, primarily for GAC Awards.  This will replace the regular 4/5/07 meeting.

· GAC Life Safety Seminar – Sunday 3/25/07, 2pm, Salisbury 104.

· GAC Awards:  Monday 4/9/07, WPI Odeum, 6:30pm
Respectfully submitted,

Michael Andrus, Secretary
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