FEBRUARY 6, 2008 MEETING MINUTES

WPI Greek Alumni Council

Meeting was conducted in the WPI Campus Center and convened at 7:07pm. 

Members Present

Caitlin Bell, Alpha Gamma Delta

Benjamin Buck, Alpha Chi Rho

Mike Andrus, Alpha Chi Rho

Chad Tino, Lambda Chi Alpha

Jennifer Fournier, Phi Sigma Sigma

Rachel Yamartino, Phi Sigma Sigma

Dick Hooker, Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Emily Perlow, Student Activities Office

Wally Towner, Fiji

Penny Gikas, Alpha Gamma Delta

Catherine Desmarais, Alpha Gamma Delta

Tom Collins, Alpha Chi Rho

Adam Wilbur, Phi Kappa Theta

Geoff McElroy, Zeta Psi

Nicholas Pelletier, Phi Kappa Theta

James Melvin, Theta Chi

Chapters Represented – A, AGD, LCA, SS, F, FIJI, 
Chapters Not Represented - 
Officer Reports

President – Congratulations on the WGLC; good attendance; next are the GAC awards

Vice President – No report

Treasurer – Recaps were distributed; budget estimates are needed for upcoming events

Public Relations – Not present

Other Reports

IFC President – Ben Buck (VP) present. IFC changed their bylaws to include the 24-hour silence before Bid Night. It was previously observed, but not formalized. An amendment to have small infractions reviewed by the Judicial Board is also in the works. The idea was presented to have unaffiliated men during rush. Trying to arrange for two IFC events, but still have 5 weeks of rush. IFC does events during A-term including BBQs and speakers. Orientation leaders are now required to do community service, perhaps they can coordinate with Greek efforts. Parent’s day is September 20th. 

PanHellenic President – Penny Gikas present as representative. Elections were a couple of weeks ago. There is a new community service chair and only three positions are rotating. Recruitment councilor and Judicial Board applications are out. National PanHellenic Council (NPC) is encouraging non-alcoholic events with fraternities. A resolution affirming this was drafted. 

Greek Life – Tips training is Sunday and next weekend. Chapter annual reports and GAC awards packages are due at the end of the term. Survey results from students who did no join the Greek community are pending. Chapters have had noise complaints from neighbors involving the police. Worcester is now tracking code violations and putting out a Problem Properties list. Some chapters are hiring off-duty Worcester police officers for parties and socials; this has had success. This may become WPI standard. 

Old Business

None

New Business

Senior week event – A committee was formed with TC as chair to determine the event for this year. The idea of a networking social at the Goats Head was suggested. The event will be held the Thursday of Senior Week. 

AXDMembership is up to 72 women with a member on PanHel

FKembership is up 16 to men. They are working on Relay for Life on April 18 and 19th. The website is www.main.acsevents.org/rfl/mawpi. 

Website – TC will follow up with Jake on the status. Jennifer Fournier volunteered to collect contractor information. Please email her or bring to the next meeting.

Reunion – Set for June 7-9th. The idea of rolling reunions was posed. Rachel Yamartino volunteered to coordinate an event such as a breakfast. 

Discussions

Public Relations Chair – The list of responsibilities from Yakov and Caitlin was reviewed. A motion was passed to amend the bylaws to include Public Relations Chair as an elected position with the responsibilities listed below. Nominations were opened with no interest from the group. An email will be sent to elicit nominations from others. Jennifer Fournier volunteered to coordinate the quarterly newsletter. 

1. Conduct external communication between GAC and the City of Worcester as needed including press releases to be sent to local newspapers. 

2. Create a pre-recruitment mailing for parents of new student regarding the Greek community from an alumni/ae perspective using The Fountain and/or The Bridge. 

3. Publish a quarterly newsletter to inform Greek alumni/ae and undergraduates about Greek campus news with a 50/50 split of undergraduate and alumni news. Existing newsletters of individual chapters will be the medium for this mailing. The PR chair will be responsible for drafting the news brief and distributing it to the pertinent representative of each chapter for distribution. 

4. Collect annual, campus-wide articles and statistics regarding Greek activities for archiving and WPI press releases.

5. Create an archive book with WPI Greek articles from newspapers. 

6. Act as liaison to IFC and PanHel PR Chair.

7. Follow up on requests to individual chapters to provide information and participate in events. 

8. Put together literature for Homecoming and other events to distribute to promote participation in GAC.

9. Send regular press releases to local media about ongoing Greek events (Worcester Telegram and Gazette, Worcester Magazine, InCity Times, WTAG talk radio).

10. Work with chapters to develop a strategy to improve relationships with neighbors.

11. Promote the recruitment of faculty advisors for chapters that don’t have them and encourage faculty dinners at all chapters.

WGLC – Suggestions from participants are pending. Registration: Separate line for those not pre-registered. End registration 15 minutes early. Program: Include an introduction meeting with new members. Have alumni discussions as round table in smaller room. The officer’s track had good progression/connections. The start time was good. Consider having the keynote speaker at lunch. Chad Tino volunteered to put together a timeline to help in planning. Budget 5 minutes between sessions for take down and set up. Consider having more options within the tracks. Send out the event schedule with the invitation emails. 

House Managers – Resident house managers must be registered with the City of Worcester. This includes a background check and approval by a board. Applications will go out soon (April). Dick Hooker will meet with the City next week and determine further how this will affect us. The subject will be discussed at next meeting.

GAC Awards – Awards and presenters list was distributed. Alumni invitations are put together and an email will be sent. The proposed budget includes $1,000 from IFC/PanHel and $900 for food and the piano. Rachel Yamartino will form selection committees (~Feb 29th). Emily Perlow will pdf and distribute the packages to the committees. The committees will review, choose the winner, and email Emily the decision and a small blurb for the script. 

GLTF – James Melvin volunteered previously to draft a document with information regarding hosting alumni events. He may need a committee. Wally Towner volunteered to coordinate next year’s event with the help of a committee (James Melvin). Mock interviews may be incorporated and alumni out of the area may be contacted to review resumes via email. Alumni with experience in human resources may be approached to help. The idea of a financial planning event was raised. AGD is planning something like this; perhaps we want to coordinate one for all Greek seniors. 

Green Study – Still tracking down surveys from chapters. Tom Collins volunteered to talk at the next IFC/PanHel meetings to elicit participation. An abstract was put together for an IQP project looking at purchasing renewable power. An advisor is needed, and Bill Grogin was suggested. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 

Action Items

All – bring in contractor information; ideas for reunion event

Jennifer Fournier – collect contractor information; quarterly newsletter responsibilities

Tom Collins – Speak to IFC/PahHel about the Green Study; reunion planning committee; follow up on the website

Wally Towner – Career Development event planning

James Melvin – GLTF Alumni Event paper

Chad Tino – WGLC timeline

Dick Hooker – information regarding licensing of house managers

Next meeting is March 13th, 2008 in the Taylor Room. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Caitlin Bell
