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ABSTRACT 

 Venetian law requires an archaeologist to report all objects found during municipal excavations. 

We designed a system to help analyze evidence from those reports.  Manuscript transcriptions made by 

scholars at the Venice State Archive are not archived. We developed a website to promote U-Script, a 

manuscript transcription and search tool.  Our historical data visualization system demonstrates the 

significance of historical evidence.  Finally, we collaborated with the National Geographic-IBM 

Genographic Project to investigate the origins of Venetians by gathering DNA samples. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Venice has transformed through centuries to evolve into the culturally rich city that it is today. 

Although part of the evolution is well documented in around 78km of shelves1 of manuscripts, the 

information in these documents is very difficult to extract. Historians have created models to explain the 

evolution of Venice but have only hypothesized varying theories with inconclusive evidence. However, 

presently we can use the fields of archaeology, manuscript transcription and DNA analysis in completing 

the puzzle of the evolution of Venice and finding out the origins of its people.  

Currently, archaeologists in Venice are required by the government to record information about 

all objects found during municipal excavations on large amounts of forms (see Appendix B). Data in 

these forms is difficult to search and analyze.  Due to this fact, our goal was to create a system that would 

facilitate the process of managing and analyzing archaeological data. To accomplish this, we developed 

ArchEasyÊ, a prototype for a system that would centralize and digitalize archaeological data to increase 

its accessibility, as well as accelerate the analytical process. This will allow archaeologists to gather more 

information about the origins of Venice. 

The Venice State Archive contains written records of the whole Venetian Republic dating back to 

around 12th century. However, these manuscripts are categorized by the type of record (such as land 

deeds, marriage certificates etc) and not by the place or person. In addition, the information that is 

gathered from manuscripts is not reusable, because the transcriptions are not archived. Fortunately, 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute students started a web based manuscript transcription system called U-

Script. This system simplifies the research process for historians by archiving and making every 

transcription searchable by the public. However, lack of monetary and labor resources has prevented the 

complete implementation of this system. Therefore, to promote U-Script we created a website compiling 

all of its current features and potential capabilities. 

Data-driven visualization can provide the ability to explore alternative hypotheses and visualize 

the impact of new information. For example, one might discover flaws or discrepancies in various data 

sources or gain a new and more complete understanding of the past by viewing the pattern of temporal 

and geographic change predicted by an accumulated set of historical evidence. Such evidence tends to 

fluctuate over time because of new discoveries made. Moreover, the sheer size of this data makes it 

impractical to visualize it manually. To tackle these issues we designed a system that would automatically 

visualize the evolution of Venice based on input data. Once the system is implemented it will produce an 

animation that will serve as a cohesive description of the origins of the Venice.  

  

                                                      
1 Italy - Venice State Archive - Archives up to the Treaty of Campoformio, 27-06-2003 2003, 10/08 2008 
<http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=7221&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html> 
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While the more recent history of the Venetians is known because of manuscripts and 

archaeology, there are gaps in the understanding of their very distant past. To address this problem we 

initiated collaboration with National Geographic and IBM in the Genographic Project, which aims to 

map the migratory paths of mankind using DNA analysis.  Our team collected Venetian DNA samples to 

be included in the study.  Once analyzed, the genetic similarities of Venetians to other regions of the 

world can be determined.   

Our project leaves behind accomplishments, comprehensive recommendations and 

system designs including: 

 Archaeological data management and manipulation system, ArchEasy, and its 

online demonstration. 

 New website for promoting the manuscript transcription system, U-Script. 

 Historical data visualization system as well as an animation of evolution of 

Venice.  

 Interactive map representing various theories about the origins of Venetians. 

 Collaboration with National Geographic-IBM in the Genographic project in 

the effort to find the true origins of Venetians. 

Once these accomplishments are implemented and fully utilized we will have a better 

understanding of the origins of Venice and its people. 
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Figure 1: A Diagram Representing Our Contribution in Finding the Origins of Venice 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Mankind has always found intrinsic value in understanding its history. The analysis of 

archeological data and manuscripts has been proven important because it helps to understand the past. 

Along with the longing to know the history of their country, human beings also have an innate desire to 

know about their lineage. In fact, according to an article in òGenealogical Computingó, of the 128 million 

adult Americans who access the Internet, 24% report that one of their purposes is to research family 

history or genealogy. On any given day, some 600,000 Americans use the internet to research family 

history2.  DNA analysis is a relatively new technique that has appeased this urge to identify oneõs lineage. 

Combining the history of a region with the origins of people who live there can open "the book" of 

amazing stories and give us insight into the past.  

Venice is a city that contains a vast amount of history. The fact that there are many artifact-

producing excavations done in Venice each year, as well as 78km of shelves3 of manuscripts held in the 

Venice State Archive, exemplify the wealth of information that the city possesses. With the passing of 

each year, clues to such mysteries as to when and how the Venetian islands formed are being partially 

unraveled with the help of archeological data and written documents. But as mentioned earlier, the 

knowledge of a city is not complete unless the origins of its inhabitants are known as well. Due to the 

variety of migrations that occurred throughout Europe, it is difficult to get an idea of where Venetians 

originated from. However, with new strides being made in DNA technology, our questions regarding the 

origins of Venetians are getting closer to being answered. 

Efforts in fields of archaeology and manuscript transcription have brought us closer to 

understanding the origins of Venice. A prime example being the mandate imposed by the Venetian 

government that requires an archeologist be present at all municipal excavations due to the 

overabundance of artifacts underneath the city. Likewise, in order to make manuscripts more accessible, 

WPI started a web-based manuscript transcription project called U-Script, which archives and allows 

content searching of manuscript transcriptions. However, the program is not yet fully functional and any 

transcription work must be done in the Venice State Archive and re-transcribed as previous users do not 

leave a record of their transcribed work.   

  

                                                      
2  Kory L. Meyerink, ò14 Websites Preferred by Professionalsó, Genealogical Computing 24.2 (2004) 
<http://www.ancestry.com/learn/library/article.aspx?article=9299>. 
3 Venice manuscript project site, April 9, 2008, Oct. 04, 2008 <http://www.uscript.org/newhome.html>. 
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Although there has been progress made towards understanding the origins of Venice, there still is 

no complete understanding of origins of Venice. This can be attributed to the following reasons:  

1. The archaeological data present in the city has copious amounts of information that are buried 

under text and difficult to access. If data was centralized and easier to manipulate, analyzing the 

data would be less strenuous and more information could be gathered from archaeological 

evidence. 

2. There is no system that archives manuscript transcriptions; hence people have to repeatedly 

transcribe the same documents. This not only wastes the time of any scholar that transcribes the 

same manuscript afterward, but it also prevents useful information about Veniceõs history from 

becoming public knowledge. 

3. There has not been any DNA related research done specific to Venetians in order to uncover 

their lineage. 

Each one of these fields ð DNA, archaeology and manuscript transcriptions ð are instrumental in 

discovering the origins of Venice, but unfortunately due to the factors listed above, the wealth of 

information each area possesses has not been utilized to its full potential.  

Our Interactive Qualifying Project is focused on filling the above gaps in order to fulfill our 

mission. We designed a system called ArchEasy to centralize and easily manipulate the archaeological data 

recorded in Venice and showed its capabilities in an online demonstration. We initiated a collaboration 

with the National Geographic-IBM Genographic Project where we collected DNA samples of Venetian 

males and evaluated future project opportunities. We also worked on bringing prominence to U-Script by 

creating a new website to spur interest in sponsors for funding future projects that would lead to the 

development of this system into commercial software. Finally, we designed a system that would 

automatically create an animation of the evolution of Venice based on input data. 

To better explain our project, the next four chapters will be divided by the topics: Origins of the 

Venetian People, Archaeology with ArchEasy, Written History ð the Importance of Manuscripts and 

Visualizing the Evolution of Venice, respectively. Each chapter will contain an in-depth background 

section and a methodology section that explains the steps we took to achieve our goals.  
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2 ORIGINS OF THE VENETIAN PEOPLE 

It is known that during the 5th century, the inhabitants of Roman cities such as Ravenna, Padua 

and Aquileia (mainland Veneto) fled the invasions of Attila the Hun, and took refuge in the Venetian 

Lagoon.   Around a century later, the Lombard barbarians invaded, again forcing the people living in the 

Veneto region to take refuge in the Venetian Lagoon.  However, this birth story of Venice does not 

answer the question of where Venetians came from.  The question remains, how did they come to the 

Veneto region in the first place?  There are many theories as to their origins and migratory paths, all based 

on evidence gathered from sources such as archaeological findings, written history and oral history.   

The first prominent theory suggests that the Venetian people originated in Paphlagonia, a region 

in Northern modern-day Trukey, migrating through the Balkan region as shown in Figure 2 below.  There 

is extensive support for this theory.  Archaeologists have found similar artifacts in the Veneto region and 

Paphlagonia.4  Ancient historians such as Strabone, Tito Livio, Erodoto and Polibio make reference to 

the Venetians originating from the Paphlagonian region.5  The Veneti are connected to the Trojans as 

well.  As per legend, the Veneti moved from the area around the ancient city of Troy (Southeastern 

Europe, shown in Figure 2 below) to the Veneto region under the direction of the mythical Antenor, 

alleged founder of Patavium (modern day Padua).6  Clearly there are strong suggestions that the Venetian 

people originated in the Paphlagonian region. 

 

Figure 2. Path of Veneti Migration from Paphlagonia7 

                                                      
4 Miozzi, Eugenio. Venezia nei Secoli-La Città.  Casa Editrice. Venezia. 1957. Page 29. 
5 Miozzi, Eugenio. Venezia nei Secoli-La Città.  Casa Editrice. Venezia. 1957. Page 31. 
6 Hazlitt, C. W. "History of Venice." History of the Venetian Republic: Her Rise, Her Greatness and Her Civilization. London: 
Smith, Elder and Company, 1860. 1. 
7 Miozzi, Eugenio. Venezia nei Secoli-La Città.  Casa Editrice. Venezia. 1957. Page 31. 
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Theories are also derived from references to the Veneti people.  The Veneti were an ancient 

group of people, living throughout Europe, having connections with the Venetian people. 8  Julius Caesar 

encountered the Veneti tribe of Brittany, an area in modern day Northwest France, shown in Figure 

3below.9  There are also references to the òVendió along the rivers of the Baltic region in Northeastern 

Europe.10  Very similar names are scattered throughout Europe.  This gives rise to the theory that the 

Veneti first settled in central Europe, and spread out to areas like Brittany, the Baltic and the Veneto 

region.11   

These theories are shown below in Figure 3.  Either some theories are incorrect, or the 

Venetianõs true origin story is a blend of some of them.  Fortunately, in this age of technology the 

relatively new field of DNA analysis can be used to test these theories.  

 

Figure 3. Map of Theories of Venetian Origins12 

  

                                                      
8 http://www.veneti.info/en/articles/popular-scientiffic/39-veneti-mysterious-people 
9 http://www.historynet.com/julius-caesar-in-britain.htm 
10 Burchett.  A Complete History of the Most Remarkable Transactions at Sea. 1720. Page 153.  
11 Miozzi, Eugenio. Venezia nei Secoli-La Città.  Casa Editrice. Venezia. 1957. Page 33. 
12 A similar map has been produced in Googleõs Click2map, which displays these theories in an interactive manner.  To view the 
interactive version, go to the following website: http://www.click2map.com/maps/ecarlson/Venetian_DNA_investigation   

http://www.click2map.com/maps/ecarlson/Venetian_DNA_investigation
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2.1 DNA  ANALYSIS AS TOOL FOR LINEAGE INVESTIGATION 

Recent advances in DNA sequencing technology have made it possible for DNA to be used as a 

tool to investigate a personõs lineage.  DNA is found in all human cells, and defines everything about a 

person, from gender to hair color and height.  While each personõs DNA is unique, there are certain 

sections of DNA that are characteristic of a personõs ethnic group.  These sections can be used by genetic 

researchers to find similarities between different groups of people.  The analysis cannot pinpoint a precise 

region and time of origin, say a specific village at a specific time, but rather tells how closely related 

genetically a group of people are to another group.  Researchers can determine how closely related a 

group of people are to one another by comparing their DNA samples, thus giving a more complete 

understanding of the origins of those people.   

DNA analysis has been a key tool in past studies investigating the origins of different ethnic 

groups from around the world.  In 1995, Kolman, Sambuughin and Bermingham applied a type of DNA 

analysis to investigate the genetic link between the modern day Mongolian people and the North 

American Native populations, to better understand how the New World was populated. 13  Through the 

analysis, researchers concluded that Mongolian populations had a significant maternal14 genetic influence 

on New World populations.  The study did not give definite, concrete knowledge about the connection of 

the Mongolians to the New World population, but gave strong hints as to their influence, which greatly 

contributes to the understanding of how the New World was populated.  Even with the limited 

archaeological and manuscript data available, DNA analysis allowed researchers to make better 

hypotheses about the migratory paths of people into the New World.   

There are many more studies using DNA analysis to better understand the genetic past of a 

group of people.  The technology has great potential to substantially expound upon the knowledge we 

have on the origins of the Venetians.  Unfortunately, DNA analysis is very expensive because it requires 

sophisticated equipment and expensive chemical reagents.  In order for us to find the origins of Venetians 

we would have to take DNA samples from Venice and other regions of the world where venetians might 

have migrated from, and compare them.  The larger the sample size, the higher the studyõs accuracy.  It is 

clearly a daunting challenge to organize a single study to find the origins of the Venetian people through 

DNA analysis.  Fortunately, our collaboration with the Genographic Project allows us to easily apply 

DNA analysis to the investigation of Venetian origins.   

  

                                                      
13 Kolman, C. J., and N. Tuross. "Ancient DNA Analysis of Human Populations." American Journal of Physical Anthropology 
(2000). 
14 Maternal DNA testing, called mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) testing, traces DNA information passed down from mother to 

child, versus paternal DNA testing, called Y-chromosomal analysis which traces DNA information passed down from father to 
son.  See  Appendix A for more information. 
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2.2 COLLABORATION WITH THE GENOGRAPHIC PROJECT 

In 2005, National Geographic and IBM began the five year, forty million dollar Genographic 

Project to better understand the migration story of the human race by collecting and analyzing DNA 

samples from ethnic groups all over the world.15  Our team established a collaboration with the 

Genographic Project through Professor David Comas, a Genographic Principle Investigator at the 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona, Spain.  The team collected Venetian DNA samples for use in the 

Genographic Project with the agreement that the Venice Project Center will get the results and analysis 

regarding the migratory paths of Venetians.  

Before sample collection could take place, consent forms were translated into Italian, information 

cards were created and most importantly, participants were contacted.  Since this study included human 

subjects, an application was submitted to the WPI Internal Review Board, which was approved.  

Examples are shown in Appendix A.  The Genographic Projectõs protocol required collecting cheek swab 

samples from males only, since they carry both maternal and paternal DNA markers, over the age of 18 

whose grandparents were from the Venice region. Professor Comas has agreed to compare the Venetian 

DNA samples we collected to samples collected from other regions, in order to investigate the validity of 

the many different theories presented above.  The genetic similarity of Venetians and inhabitants of the 

other regions will be determined, and thus the likelihood that Venetians came from that region.  It is 

important to remember that the analysis cannot tell if the Venetians migrated from a specific region at a 

specific time, but rather how closely related they are to another group, and the approximate time at which 

they diverged genetically.  From this information, better hypothesis can be formed about the migratory 

history of Venetians. 

  

                                                      
15  The Genographic Project, 2008, National Geographic Society. 2008 
<https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/overview.html>. 
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2.3 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Our team collected 39 Venetian DNA samples, and completed all the necessary preparation 

details outlined above.  One of the most difficult parts of DNA sample collection is finding suitable test 

subjects.  To reach the needed 100 samples for the study, different methods to contact subjects could be 

used, such as flyers or radio   Because of the high costs associated with DNA sequencing and analysis, we 

recommend that the Genographic Project collaboration be pursued in full, especially since the 

Genographic Project group is covering the costs of the DNA sampling material, and performing all 

testing and analysis.  It would be very expensive to establish a lab to do the same thing at WPI.  We 

recommend completing all required DNA sampling, which could include collecting DNA samples from 

other areas in Europe connected to the Venetians, to help fill in any gaps of the Genographic Project 

sample database.  DNA sampling can be completed by IQP groups, not just in Venice, but at other 

project sites as well.  This collaboration established between the WPI Venice Project Center and the 

Genographic Project can give substantial weight to some of the theories, thus giving a more complete 

understanding of the origins of the Venetian people. 
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3 ARCHAEOLOGY WITH ARCHEASY 

A major discipline that has helped in understanding the history of a given area is archaeology. An 

instance of this can be found in the work of British adventurer Sir Austen Henry Layard who discovered 

the lost palace of Sennacherib in 1849 along with another palace that contained the library of 

Ashurbanipal which harbored 22,000 inscribed clay tablets.16 According to Ninevah ð Encyclopedia II, òthe 

study of the archaeology of Nineveh reveals the wealth and glory of ancient Assyria under kings such as 

Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipaló17. (For more information about archaeology, refer to Appendix B) 

In Venice, archaeology has given similar insight into the cityõs past. Some of the earliest evidence 

suggests that the Venice Lagoon dates back to as early as 3500 BC18. In addition, one of the more 

interesting artifacts that has been found under the Venice Lagoon is a boat and the remains of pottery 

and other artifacts that date back to the 5th century AD19. According to the article òMore on the origins of 

Veniceó, òthe boat was most likely built in the span of years between AD 425 and 550. This is the first 

boat from the late Roman world ð the time when the chronicles say the history of the city beganó20. 

Crouzet-Pavan states that òIt is true that a large number of Roman objects and other materials were 

found in the northern lagoon, in particular on Torcelloéfew authors have gone so far as to posit the 

existence of a stable Roman presence in the areaó21. These artifacts have resulted in archaeologists 

obtaining a better understanding of the lives of earlier Venetians as well as given them insight into the 

origins of Venice. 

Though archaeology has been successful in Venice, there are still issues in the archaeological 

process, primarily regarding data analysis. These issues limit the amount of information that can be 

gathered from vast amount of archaeological data collected hindering the process of discovering the 

origins of Venice.  

  

                                                      
16  Nineveh: Encyclopedia II - Nineveh - Archaeology,  09/25 2008  <http://www.experiencefestival.com/a/Nineveh_-
_Archaeology/id/1803858>. 
17  Nineveh: Encyclopedia II - Nineveh - Archaeology 
18  Ammerman, 501p. 7 
19  Ammerman, 501 p. 1 
20  Ammerman, 501p. 3 
21  Crouzet-Pavan, p. 3 
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3.1 PROBLEMS WITH THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROCESS 

  In Venice, all archaeological data is required by the Soprintendenza Archeologica22 to be 

recorded on eleven distinct forms (see Figure 4). The recording process is very tedious and arduous due 

to each form requiring a myriad of minute details. These details vary for each form but can include the 

height of an object, where it was found, whether another object was leaning on it, and a slew of other 

particulars. Furthermore, a great deal of the information from these artifacts gets buried in text, which 

makes it difficult to find anything specific. Additionally, this abundance of reports and buried information 

makes cross-referencing23 other reports that could provide more information on a specific topic nearly 

impossible. 

Due to the amount of details present in forms, manipulating and analyzing data they contain can 

be very difficult. An example of this is in calculating archaeological risk where archaeologists manually 

assess the likelihood that an artifact will be found in a specific area. The archaeological risk is determined 

by the quantity and size of artifacts found near the given area. Such risk decreases as the radius from the 

excavation site increases and the size of artifacts decrease. For example, finding a piece of a wall would 

increase the risk more than finding a broken cup. As can be imagined, calculating archaeological risk 

requires data about each archaeological site in a surrounding area to be collected and analyzed, so the 

problems listed in the previous paragraph drastically hinder analysis such as archaeological risk. This 

poses a problem because if the risk of a certain area is deemed low when it is high in actuality, then 

possibly useful artifacts could be ignored. Due to these issues, the benefits of a system that could facilitate 

this process of recording archaeological data cannot be understated. 

                                                      
22 This is the archaeological superintendant in Venice. They oversee all archaeological projects in the city. 
23 The finding of similar information in different sources. 
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Figure 4: Examples of Forms Required to be Filled out for Different Layers of the Ground 

Although not Venice-specific, the most recent attempt to facilitate the process of logging 

archaeological data came in the form of a project called ETANA-DL. The purpose of ETANA-DL was 

to harvest various kinds of archaeological data into a digital library 24. According to òETANA-DL: A 

Digital Library for Integrated Handling of Heterogeneous Archaeological Dataó, òArchaeological research 

results in the production of vast amounts of heterogeneous datañfield records, images, GIS records, VR 

models, etc. To handle these, most projects use some kind of information systeméThis makes it very 

difficult for archaeologists to perform collaborative research because interoperability between such 

systems is limited.ó The architecture of ETANA-DL, involved an initial set of archaeological sites with 

information on the amount and type of artifacts present at the site. Although this system has not yet been 

implemented, the ideas presented in it provide a plethora of useful techniques. A system like this would 

greatly benefit Venice archaeologists. 

  

                                                      
24  Unni Ravindranathan, Rao Shen, Marcos Andre Goncalves, Weiguo Fan, Edward A. Fox, James W. Flanagan, "ETANA-DL: 
a digital library for integrated handling of heterogeneous archaeological data," (2004) . EBSCO :< 
http://csdl2.computer.org/comp/proceedings/jcdl/2004/2493/00/24930076.pdf>. 
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Based on our research, the primary areas that had room for improvement were the following: 

 Sifting through the copious details in forms for useful information is difficult and tedious. 

 The manipulation and analysis of data is very difficult due to the way the data is stored and 

organized. 

As stated earlier, there has been an abundance of information about the past that has come from these 

artifacts. If there was a system to help analyze the data about these artifacts and make it easier to access, 

then it would uncover even more information about the origins of Venice. This is where our system 

comes in. 

3.2 DESIGNING ARCHEASY 

We have designed a system that addresses the issues above by centralizing archaeological data in 

a web-based application. This system, ArchEasy, accurately visualizes recorded interventi25 on a map of 

Venice. Along with this feature, the system has a sophisticated search function that gives archaeologists 

the ability to easily access their reports. The system will also be able to analyze archaeological data to do 

such things as increasing the accuracy of calculating archaeological risk (See Figure 5) and grouping 

artifacts by different characteristics to recognize commonalities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                      
25 A job that an archaeologist is given where they perform excavations.  Singular form: intervento 

Figure 5: An Example of ArchEasy Calculating the Archaeological Risk. 
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To first establish preliminary system requirements we created use cases26 and a flowchart (refer to 

Appendix B) that demonstrated how the first prototype of the system would work. To further expound 

upon our ideas for system requirements and better tailor ArchEasy to the needs of its users, we held a 

series of interviews with two practicing archaeologists in Venice, Dr. Marco Bortoletto and Dr. Alberto 

Zandinella. We gathered the following system requirements from them: 

 Ability to record excavation information into online forms. 

 Ability to print separate forms as well as the entire intervento. 

 Ability to access an intervento by clicking on its corresponding dot on the map. Once 

clicked upon, various forms that are associated with that intervento would be displayed. 

 Final location of an intervento is triangulated from the GIS27 coordinates of artifacts found 

at that intervento.  

 Ability to search for forms by typing in search keywords and selecting kind of data to be 

displayed. (i.e.  the objectõs depth, its location, its layer, and so on).  

 Hierarchy of forms organized in a manner that would be most intuitive to archaeologists 

(See Appendix B). 

The ideas that were suggested by our team and approved by the practicing archaeologists were 

the following:    

 The ability to calculate archaeological risk of a given area. 

 Ability to group artifacts by categories such as date, place found, origins, material, and 

the layer and depth where the object was found. 

 The ability to map any search results. 

 The ability to tag forms with keywords so that whenever a word that matches the tag on 

the form is searched for, then the form will appear in the search result. 

To design some of the functionalities mentioned, we looked at other successful websites that had 

similar features. The feature of clicking on the map to create an intervento, was integrated using 

Click2Mapõs28 API29 because Click2Map encompasses the functionality needed for our system. The search 

functionality was based upon Softslate30, because it is allows users to choose the type of data to be 

returned in the search results, as seen in Figure 6 below. 

                                                      
26 A detailed description of a systemõs functionality that list what will happen if a user performs a certain action 
27 Geographic information system, captures, stores, analyzes manages and presents data that refers to location. 
28 http://www.click2map.com  
29 The application programming interface allows easy integration of functionality of provided software. 
30 The web-based application meant for managing ecommerce sites.  

http://www.click2map.com/
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Figure 6. Search Feature of ArchEasy 

Below are screenshots of our preliminary (Figure 7) and final prototype (Figure 8) 

 

Figure 7: First Mockup of ArchEasy 
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Figure 8: Screenshot of ArchEasyõs New Mainscreen 

With the requirements completely established, we created a demo for ArchEasy that would 

accurately demonstrate some of its functionalities. The primary functionalities that we wanted to highlight 

were the systemõs ability to search through forms, its ability to map interventi, and its ability to analyze 

archaeological data. We decided to display these abilities because these were the areas that most 

concerned the practicing archaeologists we interviewed. In order to make the most convincing 

deliverable, a Content Management System (CMS)31 was used because it allows easy website creation and 

management. Out of the multiple CMS choices, we agreed upon using WordPress due to its relatively 

easy learning curve and capabilities.  The system demo is present on the website: 

http://archaeology.veniceprojectcenter.org 

  

                                                      
31 A CMS is a web-based application for simplified creation and management of a website. 
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3.3 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

From this project, we were successful in establishing the needs of practicing archaeologists in 

Venice and ascertaining the capabilities that they would like to see in a system such as our own.  

Unfortunately, we were only able to create a design of the system, which will not be functional until 

implemented. This will require very adept computer science programmers because the system 

requirements and functionalities are very complicated. As well as adept computer programmers, the 

system needs to be properly promoted as well. In order for the system to reach its maximum potential, it 

is imperative that archaeologists throughout the city of Venice are made privy to its uses and benefits. A 

system like this will greatly expedite the amount of information that that can be extracted from an artifact, 

thus providing more insight into Veniceõs past and bringing archaeologists a step closer to discovering the 

origins of Venice. 
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4 WRITTEN HISTORY ð THE IMPORTANCE OF MANUSCRIPTS 

Manuscripts are historical unpublished documents, which include correspondence notes, diaries, 

literary drafts, financial records, historical maps etc. The information in these documents is extremely 

valuable in combining clues that could lead to a better understanding of origins of a place. Unfortunately, 

since manuscripts are hand written documents it is difficult to extract this information, and as such, 

scholars must transcribe these documents. 

 The Venice State Archive works towards the organization and preservation of Manuscripts in 

Venice (see Appendix C). They preserve òthe entire documentary heritage of the Venetian Republic ð 

covering 78 kilometers of shelving.ó32For a speedier discovery of the origins of Venice we need to extract 

useful information from the massive collection of manuscripts at the Venice State Archive.  Currently, 

users must search through the Archive index to find different manuscripts and the user must transcribe 

the document in the Venice State Archive.  Once complete, the manuscript is returned, and the user takes 

the transcription and no copy of the transcription is stored at the Venice State Archive. 

To solve the problems stated above, Worcester Polytechnic Institute students have started a 

project called U-Script33. It is òan online software application to assist archivists and historians in 

transcribing ancient manuscripts into digital form.ó34 Unfortunately, this project is not refined enough for 

public use and it needs better promotion to gain widespread acceptance in the scholarly community of 

transcribers. 

4.1 BENEFITS OF U-SCRIPT: CURRENT STATE AND UNDEVELOPED FEATURES 

 Currently, every user transcribes documents for personal use but does not leave behind a copy 

for the community of transcribers. Therefore, when another scholar needs to transcribe the same 

manuscript, he has to duplicate the effort and start from scratch. U-Script helps a user to make electronic 

transcriptions and saves these transcriptions for future use, thereby, reducing duplication of effort. Figure 

9 shows the ôTranscription Assistantõ interface being used to make transcriptions which are being 

automatically saved on the U-Script database. 

                                                      
32  Italy - Venice State Archive - Archives up to the Treaty of Campoformio, 27-06-2003 2003, 10/08 2008 
<http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=7221&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html> . 
33 www.uscript.veniceprojectcenter.org  
34 www.uscript.org  

http://www.uscript.veniceprojectcenter.org/
http://www.uscript.org/
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Figure 9: User Transcribing a Manuscript Using Boxed Words in the Transcription Assistant 

 Currently, manuscripts are organized by the type of record they contain (land deeds, marriage 

certificates, financial records etc.) and not by the place or person to which they pertain. Every electronic 

manuscript that is transcribed (as shown in Figure 9) generates searchable content and makes it possible 

for the user to get results that are relevant to their research subject. This feature of U-Script has not been 

implemented yet. 

U-script provides an ôArchive Assistantõ that lets us store manuscripts online. Storing documents 

electronically using U-script gives us the ability to associate descriptions to manuscripts, for example 

tags35 to make them searchable. Figure 10 shows a scholar searching for information on ôMuranoõ and 

adding the manuscripts of interest to his or her U-Script project. 

                                                      
35 Tags are keywords that are attached by users to any item of interest; a users can search for tags in the database along with 
words transcribed from the manuscript 



28 
 

 

Figure 10: User Adding His Search Results to His U-Script Project 

Currently, the archive assistant exists only in the form of an interface. The application has not 

been implemented to reflect the functionalities of the interface.  

 

Figure 11: Suggested Interface for the Archive Assistant 
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U-Script also provides us with the ôContribution Accountantô, a tool to assign credibility to the 

users of the system and to the transcriptions that are stored in the system. Figure 12 shows a user 

correcting a previous transcription (ôClassõ) to his suggested transcription (ôGlassõ) 

 

 

Figure 12: User Editing an Incorrect Transcription 
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Currently, the refinements of transcriptions are based on the number of approvals given to 

particular version of a transcription. Research papers have failed to mention a direct relation between the 

transcriber (user of the system) and the ranking of the transcription. We evaluated this as a major design 

flaw in a system that ranks its users and therefore suggested that credibility of user be a criterion in terms 

of ranking transcriptions. Figure 13 shows the relation; a ôcertifiedõ36 userõs transcription will take 

precedence over multiple amateur users transcriptions. This component of U-Script still remains a 

concept and has had no technical development. 

 

Figure 13: Cross Relation Between User Credibility and Transcription Rank 

4.2 PROMOTING U-SCRIPT TO UNCOVER THE ORIGINS OF VENICE 

 In order to better represent this system to the public we started work on a Content Management 

System (CMS)37 based website dedicated to U-Script. The delay in the development of U-Script can be 

attributed to the frequent change in the technologies that have been used to develop the project38 and the 

lack of monetary funding for the project. Currently, effort is required in making a better user interface for 

the system so it can be used by historians and archivists. However, even after the initial release of the 

software, it will take time and effort to develop the missing concepts of U-Script, as stated previously. 

  

  

                                                      
36 Certified user is an experienced transcriber who is deemed as a credible source by the Venice State Archive. 
37 See footnote 31, page 21 
38 U-Script: an AJAX-based Online Manuscript Transcription Service. Cafferelli, Piper and Sutman. 2008. 
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Currently, much of the documentation pertaining to U-Script is very technical and is suitable for 

readers with a background in computer science. Our website39 aims to gather all the scattered resources 

about U-Script from the internet and offline sources to provide a comprehensive overview of the system 

to any interested parties. The website discusses the purpose, benefits and philosophy behind the U-Script 

system. It discusses the design and current state of the system and what the future development plans are. 

These attributes advertise our project to future sponsors, developers and to scholars who transcribe 

manuscripts and might want to help promote our cause.  Figure 14 is a screenshot of the home page of 

our website, designed graphically in accordance with the Venice 2.0 theme40. 

 

 

Figure 14: Home Page of the U-Script Website 

 A content management system based website can be maintained by users with minimal web 

development skills and this was the leading cause of our current web-design decision. The website serves 

as a forum where future developers can post latest developments regarding the U-script system with 

minimal time lag. This initiative will hopefully spur interest in sponsors and developers to provide the 

necessary resources for the continued development of U-Script. Over time U-Script can become a fully 

functional open source41 system that will help speed up the analysis of manuscripts and uncover the 

mystery behind the origins of Venice and its people. 

                                                      
39 U-Script website at uscript.veniceprojectcenter.org 
40 http://www.venice2point0.org/  
41 Open source is a development methodology, which offers practical accessibility to a product's source (goods and knowledge), 

in our case the Software code. 

http://www.venice2point0.org/
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4.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Our investigation of the manuscript transcription process in Venice has led to a conclusion that 

we need U-script to simplify and improve the current manuscript transcription process. The system 

already has data, in the form of digital manuscripts and transcriptions which are being made available by 

the Venice State Archive (see Appendix C). At this point the majority of our efforts should focus on 

gathering monetary and labor resources for the development of U-Script to speed up the process of 

adopting electronic manuscript transcription.  
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5 VISUALIZING THE EVOLUTION OF VENICE 

 ArchEasy and the U-script systems bring data into one location and allow easy searching and 

some analysis. Both are important functionalities for assessing historical evidence from these data sources.  

However, data-driven visualization can provide the ability to explore alternative hypotheses and to 

visualize the impact of new information. For example, one might discover flaws or mismatches in various 

data sources or gain a new and more complete understanding of the past by viewing the pattern of 

temporal and geographic change predicted by an accumulated set of historic evidence.   

5.1 VISUALIZATION SYSTEM DESIGN 

 As we know, historical evidence can change depending on new discoveries. Visualization should 

therefore be flexible enough to accept these possible changes. We designed a system that would produce 

a data-driven animation of the evolution of a geographical area. The primary functionalities of our system 

are:  

 It uses automated input of data rather than inputting it manually. 

 It accepts data changes easily. Every input data change is reanimated automatically. 

 It recreates the evolution of a place as accurately as possible.  

 It can be implemented multiple ways by choosing different visualization software suites. 

 

 Our system has two fundamental components: modeling software and input data sources. The 

modeling software is responsible for creating an animation of a placeõs evolution, by creating 

intermediate points (circles representing landmasses) from the input data (location and estimated date).  

The latter can be easily extracted from systems like ArchEasy and U-Script.  To cross-validate with other 

sources, the system incorporates historically accepted maps of an area as checkpoints in the animation. 

Figure 15 displays a screenshot of the evolution of Murano where colored circles represent input data 

points and brown landmasses represent the look of the island based on historically approved maps. 

Users can compare locations and timing displayed for input data with these contemporaneous maps. 

More detailed explanation of the system design appears in Appendix D.  
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5.2 PROOF OF DESIGN CONCEPT 

 In order to evaluate the design feasibility, we created an example animation using our design 

concepts, see Figure 15 above. We decided to use Maya42 because it had the ability to produce required 

quality data-driven animations the team was already familiar with the software. See Appendix D for a 

more detailed explanation of this implementation choice. Furthermore, Maya has embedded Python 

scripting43 language which permits writing scripts to automate the animation and modeling process. We 

wrote a script (see Appendix D) that read sample input data from a file and created an animation of the 

evolution of Murano, an island located just north of Venice.  The animation appears at:   

http://origins.veniceprojectcenter.org/downloads/muranoEvolution.wmv 

  

                                                      
42 Maya is high end three dimensional (3D) modeling software. 
43 Scripting language is a type of programming language that is used for developing small scale applications called scripts. 

Figure 15: Screenshot of an Animation of Muranoõs  Evolution that was Automatically Created by Our System 

Using Sample Input Data. 
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5.3 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 We have produced a prototype of an animation that integrates a range of historical evidence into 

a useful chronological and geographical display.   The next step is to combine different components of 

the system into one sophisticated application which will make the process of creating a data driven 

animation even easier.  Using open-source44 software could avoid the cost of Mayaõs expensive license.  

 Data-driven visualization provides the ability to explore alternative hypotheses, to visualize the 

impact of new information, and to visualize geographically what is well understood and what is not. 

When completed, this application will provide chronological analysis of historical information related to 

the evolution of a given area.  

  

                                                      
44 Open-source software is free software. 
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6 PROJECT SUMMARY 

 Our project leaves behind comprehensive recommendations and system designs 

including: 

 An archaeological data management and manipulation system, ArchEasy, and 

its online demonstration. 

 A brand new website for promoting the manuscript transcription system, U-

Script. 

 A historical data visualization system as well as animation of evolution of 

Venice,  

 An interactive map of multiple theories about the origins of Venetians. 

 A collaboration with the National Geographic-IBM Genographic Project in an 

effort to find the true origins of Venetians. 

Immediate work done on the ArchEasy, U-Script and historical data visualization system will 

improve the historical data discovery and analysis process by making it simpler. Follow up projects should 

utilize the collaboration between Venice Project Center and the Genographic Project to collect DNA 

samples and test the different theories of the migratory paths of early Venetians. Once these efforts have 

been implemented to their capacity, we will have a better understanding of the true origins of Venice and 

its people.  The summary of this project can also be found at: 

 http://origins.veniceprojectcenter.org  

 

 

  

http://origins.veniceprojectcenter.org/
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APPENDIX A-DNA  SUPPLEMENT 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS-IN DEPTH 

 There are several important concepts to be familiar with when discussing DNA technology in 

application to origin investigation.  All normal human cells contain deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA.  

DNA strands are long chains of molecules, the sequence of which tells the cell how to function.  DNA is 

organized into a unit called a gene.  Pairs of genes are called chromosomes.  The normal human cell has 

46 chromosomes, organized into 23 pairs.  There are 22 pairs of normal chromosomes and 1 pair of sex 

chromosomes.  The sex chromosomes determine a personõs gender.  Females have two ôXõ sex 

chromosomes, where as males have one ôXõ and one ôYõ sex chromosome.  Every individualõs DNA 

sequence is unique.  However, there are specific sequences of DNA that serve as genetic markers for 

groups of people.  These specific DNA sequences are called haplotypes.  Specific haplotypes are 

characteristic of different ethnic groups, which is the basis for population DNA analysis. 

 Rarely, a random mutation occurs in the DNA sequence during replication.  This mutation is 

then passed down from generation to generation, and becomes a marker for that line of people.  There 

are two main methods for tracking these mutation markers; the first being the use of the òYó male sex 

chromosome.  The Y chromosome of a male is the exact same as the Y-chromosome of his father, except 

for random mutations, which are rare.  This allows for a male line to be traced.  The second technique 

uses mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA).  Mitochondria are structures found in our cells that produce most of 

our bodyõs energy.  They have their own unique sets of DNA, which are stored and replicated separately 

from our normal DNA.  Mitochondria are passed from mother to child, so they can be used to track a 

female lineage.  For mtDNA analysis, DNA samples from both genders can be used for testing.  

However, since only males have Y chromosomes, Y chromosomal analysis can only be performed on 

males. 

STUDIES INCORPORATING DNA  ANALYSIS 

 On October 30th, 2008, Pierre A. Zalloua et al published the paper òIdentifying Genetic Traces 

of Historical Expansions: Phoenician Footprints in the Mediterraneanó.  The Phoenicians were an ancient 

trading civilization (around 1200-800 BC), centered in modern day Lebanon, on the Eastern shore of the 

Mediterranean.  The Phoenicians were connected to the rest of the Mediterranean through extensive 

trading routes.  Researchers investigated Phoenician male DNA traces in modern populations throughout 

the Mediterranean. The study investigated the expansion of the Phoenician empire using DNA analysis, 

and developed a method to more accurately detect genetic influences of a race.  The method can identify 

what the paper calls a òspecific historical expansionó, rather than just an òoverall geographical gradientó.    
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH DAVID COMAS 

Dear Erik, 

Thanks for your mail. 

The procedure you mention is correct. The only problem is that we do not 

know when the samples will be already typed since that depends on the 

arrival of the samples, the lab procedures and the release of the data on 

the web. I am afraid I cannot give you a specific date. 

 

Concerning the consent form: there is no problem with the modifications. We 

would only require the scan of the last page with the signature of each of 

the volunteers. 

 

No problem to analyze your own samples. Of course these samples will not be 

included in the Venetian pool. But feel free to send your own samples, no 

problem. 

 

I will be in Barcelona from November 25th to 27th, so feel free to come to 

our lab. Just let me know about your plans. Please, find attached a map of 

the city and the address of our institute. 

 

Please, do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions. 

 

Best regards, 

 

David Comas 

Unitat de Biologia Evolutiva 

Departament de Ciències Experimentals i de la Salut 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Doctor Aiguader 88, 08003 Barcelona 

Tel: +34 93 3160843 

Fax: +34 93 3160901 

E-mail: david.comas@upf.edu 

 

-----Mensaje original----- 

De: Carlson, Erik [mailto:ecarlson@WPI.EDU ]  

Enviado el: miércoles, 12 de noviembre de 2008 15:07 

Para: David Comas 

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=mailto%3aecarlson%40WPI.EDU
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CC: ve08-orig@WPI.EDU; Davis, Paul W.; Carrera, Fabio 

Asunto: RE: Genographics and Origins of Venice 

 

Professor Comas, 

We have a few questions for you before we begin sampling.  First of all, we 

are making cards with individual GPID and access instructions to give to the 

test subjects.  For instructions, we will give them the following website 

(https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/ ), and instructions to type 

the GPID into the text box titled òEnter Your Genographic Project Kit IDó. 

Is this the correct procedure, and what happens after they enter their code 

on this page?  We would also like to let the test subject know how long they 

should wait before their results will be available. 

 

We slightly modified the informed consent form, just editing out the blood 

sample references and adding our WPI contact and mission (see attachment). 

Do you need all three sheets from each participant, or just the last page 

where they signed?  Can we simply scan and email the signed page, or would 

you like hard copies mailed to you? 

 

On a different topic, could the four of us students take our own cheek 

samples and get them analyzed?  We would obviously need to separate them 

from the rest of the Venetian samples.  Let us know if this is possible. 

Also, some of the team is planning to visit Barcelona for vacation the week 

of November 23rd.  Would you be free to meet if we came?  It would be great 

to meet you, see the lab and get a few photos for our report. Do let us know 

what day/time would work best for you if you're available. We will be in 

Barcelona from November 25th (Tuesday) till November 27th (Thursday). 

 

Thanks, 

Erik Carlson 

________________________________________ 

From: David Comas [david.comas@upf.edu] 

Sent: Friday, November 07, 2008 11:03 AM 

To: Carlson, Erik 

Cc: ve08-orig@WPI.EDU; Davis, Paul W.; Carrera, Fabio; 

jaume.bertranpetit@upf.edu; begonya.martinez@upf.edu 

Subject: RE: Genographics and Origins of Venice 

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.nationalgeographic.com%2fgenographic%2f
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Dear Erik, 

 

Thanks for your mail. 

It is great to know that the kits arrived without problems. 

- Unfortunately, we do not have the consents translated to Italian. It would 

be very nice if Professor Carrera could translate them into Italian. 

- About family history: the questions are about the places were their 

ancestors were born. Basically, asking the volunteers where their 

grandparents were born. 

- GPID codes. Begoña Martinez-Cruz, who is involved also in the project, 

will send you the codes. Sorry for the delay 

- Storage and shipping. Samples can be stored at room temperature without 

problem. You can send the samples by FedEx and we will pay for the shipping 

if necessary. 

 

When taking the samples be sure that the volunteers scrape energetically the 

inner part of the cheek (even both cheeks) in order to obtain enough cells 

to perform the DNA extraction. 

 

Do not hesitate to contact us if you have further questions. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

David Comas 

Unitat de Biologia Evolutiva 

Departament de Ciències Experimentals i de la Salut 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Doctor Aiguader 88, 08003 Barcelona 

Tel: +34 93 3160843 

Fax: +34 93 3160901 

E-mail: david.comas@upf.edu 

 

-----Mensaje original----- 

De: Carlson, Erik [mailto:ecarlson@WPI.EDU ] 

Enviado el: viernes, 07 de noviembre de 2008 16:13 

Para: David Comas 

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=mailto%3aecarlson%40WPI.EDU
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CC: ve08-orig@WPI.EDU; Davis, Paul W.; Carrera, Fabio; 

jaume.bertranpetit@upf.edu; begonya.martinez@upf.edu 

Asunto: RE: Genographics and Origins of Venice 

 

Hello Prof. Comas, 

We received the test kits in the mail yesterday.  We just have a few 

questions before we begin: 

Firstly, do you have the consent forms in Italian?  Otherwise, could 

Professor Carrera translate the document? 

Secondly, the "Procedure" section of the consent form mentions that 

questions about family history will be asked--What are these questions? 

In the previous email, you mentioned the GPID codes, but we did not see them 

in the package you sent.   How will those be assigned? 

Finally, how will storage and shipping of the samples on our end be handled? 

Thanks again, we look forward to beginning the sample collection! 

Best, 

Erik Carlson 

WPI Origins of Venice team 

ve08-orig@wpi.edu<mailto:ve08-orig@wpi.edu> 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

From: David Comas [david.comas@upf.edu] 

Sent: Tuesday, November 04, 2008 5:05 AM 

To: Carrera, Fabio 

Cc: ve08-orig@WPI.EDU; Davis, Paul W.; jaume.bertranpetit@upf.edu; 

begonya.martinez@upf.edu 

Subject: RE: Genographics and Origins of Venice 

 

Dear Fabio, 

 

Thanks for your message and your interest in collaborating. 

 

We will send you the kits to the address you suggested during this week. We 

will send you 300 buccal brushes and 300 tubes to collect the samples. We 

will also give you some codes (GPID: Genographic Project ID). These codes 
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can be given to the participants, and each participant could access the 

Genographic webpage to have his results. 

 

December 13 is too tight for us to have the results of the samples: DNA 

extraction and genotyping analyses take time and I am afraid we will not 

able to have all the results by this date. Anyway, we will do our best. 

 

Please, let us know if you receive the material in a proper state and if you 

have any further questions. 

 

It is a pleasure to collaborate with you in this project. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

David Comas 

Unitat de Biologia Evolutiva 

Departament de Ciències Experimentals i de la Salut 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Doctor Aiguader 88, 08003 Barcelona 

Tel: +34 93 3160843 

Fax: +34 93 3160901 

E-mail: david.comas@upf.edu 

________________________________ 

De: Carrera, Fabio [mailto:carrera@WPI.EDU ] 

Enviado el: lunes, 03 de noviembre de 2008 1:50 

Para: David Comas 

CC: ve08-orig@WPI.EDU; Davis, Paul W.; jaume.bertranpetit@upf.edu; 

begonya.martinez@upf.edu 

Asunto: Genographics and Origins of Venice 

Dear Prof. Comas: 

 

Thank you very much for your kind offer to collaborate with us on our 

project regarding the Origins of Venice.  We are eager to begin collecting 

samples in and outside of Venice immediately. 

My name is Fabio Carrera.  I am a Venetian and the director of the Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute Venice Project Center, which celebrates its 20th 

anniversary this fall (see 

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=mailto%3acarrera%40WPI.EDU
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www.venice2point0.org<http://www.venice2point0.o rg >). 

The student team that contacted you is only here until December 13, so it 

would be great if you could send the kits to the address below as soon as 

feasible: 

 

Fabio Carrera 

Calle Gorizia 6 

S.Elena 30122 

Venice, Italy 

 

We are hoping that at least some of your analyses could be carried out 

before the students leave, so that they could incorporate the results in 

their final report, which is also due on Dec. 13. 

If that isnõt possible, our center can continue the collaboration beyond 

this semester, with another student team, so that we can achieve our goal of 

determining where the Veneti came from, out of all the legendary and 

mythological origins ascribed to them by the various historians who have 

ventured hypotheses about their lineage.  We can send you a map of presumed 

locations of origin, if that can help you in focusing the analyses of our 

samples against the information in your databases.  We will be willing to 

collect as many samples as you deem necessary for the purpose, way beyond 

the minimum 100 samples you mentioned in your email. 

 

Once you send us a timeline for the shipping of the kits and for their 

subsequent analyses, we will probably want to discuss in more detail with 

you some of the logistics details of the process.  We could probably do that 

by phone or skype to expedite matters. 

 

Meanwhile, we just look forward to hearing from you and we thank  you again 

for this tremendous opportunity. 

Sincerely 

Fabio Carrera 

 

------------------------------------- 

Fabio Carrera, Ph.D. 

carrera@wpi.edu<mailto:carrera@wpi.edu> 

http://www.wpi.edu/~carrera  

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wpi.edu%2f%7ecarrera
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in Venice until Dec. 15, 2008 

 

Venice Project Center:   +39 041 523-3209 

Italian Cellular:                 +39 335 581-5292 

Hello Professors, 

We received this email from David Comas, a professor at a University in Barcelona, who is one 

of the members of the Genographic project.  They are interested in working with us to actually 

investigate the Origins of Venetians through DNA, through the Genographic project.  They 

would take care of all the costs (sample taking material, DNA extraction, analysis, everything) 

our team would collect the samples. 

Instead of just doing a feasibility study, we can actually help find the origin of Venetians. 

Our team would love to pursue this project, and could be a great contribution to the work done 

by the Venice Project Center. 

-Erik 

________________________________ 

From: David Comas [david.comas@upf.edu] 

Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2008 7:42 AM 

To: jaume.bertranpetit@upf.edu; begonya.martinez@upf.edu 

Cc: Carlson, Erik; ve08-orig@WPI.EDU 

Subject: RE: Origins of Venice 

 

Dear Erik and collaborators, 

 

Erin Burke from Genographic headquarters has forwarded me your mail. 

First of all, thanks for your interest in Genographic. My name is David Comas and I am one of 

the Principal Investigators involved in Western/Central European analysis for Genographic. 

 

We will be happy to collaborate with you and help you with your project. We are interested in 

collecting samples all over Europe to analyze uniparental markers (mitochondrial DNA and Y-

chromosome markers). The requirements for the inclusion of individuals in the sampling are the 

following: 

-          No minors (under 18 years old) will be included 

-          Only males should be included (since we want to analyze both maternal and paternal 

markers) 



49 
 

-          Volunteers should read and sign the informed consent form (find it attached) 

-          Volunteers should not be related (no siblings, father-son, uncle-nephew,é): only one 

member of these pairs may be included in the sampling 

-          Volunteersõ grandparents should be from the same geographical area (in order to avoid 

recent migrations) and their origins should be recorded. 

 

Within this context, we will be happy to collaborate with you doing the genetic analysis of the 

samples you could provide. Not to mention that all costs for DNA extraction, lab managing and 

genetic analyses will be paid by us. We are working usually with blood as the DNA source, but it 

is also possible for us to work with saliva/buccal swabs. I guess that for you would be easier to 

get buccal swabs rather than blood since you do not need trained medical personnel. 

 

Our proposal is the following: 

During you stay in Venice, you could do the sampling and send us the samples. We will proceed 

with the laboratory analyses and help you in the statistical analyses of the data. 

In order to do that, we can send you the material (tubes and mouth brushes) to perform the 

collection of the samples. 

In order to have a good representation of individuals, we are dealing with a minimum of 100 

male samples for geographical region analyzed. In your case, a minimum of 100 unrelated males 

whose ancestors came from the Veneto region will be needed. If you think you could also collect 

other samples from other neighboring regions (such as Friuli Venezia Giulia, Trentino Alto 

Adige, Lombardia, Emilia Romagna,é) for comparison to your samples, these will be also 

welcome. 

 

Please, let us know what is your feeling about the proposal and if this could help to develop your 

project. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Comas 

Unitat de Biologia Evolutiva 

Departament de Ciències Experimentals i de la Salut 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Doctor Aiguader 88, 08003 Barcelona 
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Tel: +34 93 3160843 

Fax: +34 93 3160901 

E-mail: david.comas@upf.edu 

________________________________ 

De: EBurke@ngs.org [mailto:EBurke@ngs.org] En nombre de genographic@ngs.org 

Enviado el: miércoles, 29 de octubre de 2008 21:59 

Para: david.comas@upf.edu; jaume.bertranpetit@upf.edu 

Asunto: Fw: Origins of Venice 

 

Dear David and Jaume, 

 

This is an email from an organization based Massachusetts that is interested in doing work in 

Venice with the Genographic Project. I have told them that I am forwarding you the email and 

that you would follow up with them if appropriate. Thanks! 

 

With best regards, 

 

Erin Burke 

The Genographic Project 

www.nationalgeographic.com/genographic 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sign up for the Genographic Project Newsletter! 

You'll receive the latest news on field research, 

Genographic stories, and highlights from the Web site. 

http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/p/National%20Geographic%20Society/Genographi

c_Project 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This transmission is intended solely for the addressees(s) shown above. It may contain 

information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure.  Any review, 

dissemination or use of this transmission or its content by persons other than the intended 

addressee(s) is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify 

me immediately and e-mail the original to me at the sender's address above by replying to this 

message and including the text of the transmission received. 

 

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=mailto%3aEBurke%40ngs.org
https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nationalgeographic.com%2fgenographic
https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=http%3a%2f%2fnewsletters.nationalgeographic.com%2fp%2fNational%2520Geographic%2520Society%2fGenographic_Project
https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=http%3a%2f%2fnewsletters.nationalgeographic.com%2fp%2fNational%2520Geographic%2520Society%2fGenographic_Project
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----- Forwarded by Erin Burke/HQ/NGS on 10/29/2008 04:54 PM ----- 

"Carlson, Erik" <ecarlson@WPI.EDU> 

 

10/15/2008 02:16 PM 

 

To 

"genographic@ngs.org" <genographic@ngs.org> 

cc 

"ve08-orig@wpi.edu" <ve08-orig@WPI.EDU> 

Subject 

Origins of Venice 

 

Erik Carlson 

Felix Nwaobasi 

Shikhar Saxena 

Viktoras Truchanovicius 

Interdisciplinary and Global Studies Division 

100 Institute Rd. 

Worcester, MA 01609 

Email: ve08-orig@wpi.edu<https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/ve08-orig@wpi.edu> 

 

Oct. 15th, 2008 

To whom it may concern, 

We are a team of Undergraduate students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute, completing our 

Interactive Qualifying Project (IQP), entitled òVenice: Genesis of the City and its Peopleó.  Our 

team consists of four third-year students: Erik Carlson ð Chemical Engineering, Felix Nwaobasi 

ð Interactive Media and Game Development, Shikhar Saxena ð Computer Science, and Viktoras 

Truchanovicius ð Computer Science. 

The IQP is an opportunity for students to address problems and issues that affect communities 

around the globe.  Students travel to project sites around the world, and we are very excited to 

be traveling to Venice, Italy.  We will be working on-site in the òcity of wateró for seven weeks 

starting October 20th. 

Our project goal is to contribute to a better understanding of the origins of Venice and its 

people.  As part of our project, we are investigating the feasibility of using DNA to investigate 
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the lineage and genetic roots of the Venetian people.   Understandably, we were very excited to 

learn about the Genographics project, and the possible opportunities it presents for our project.  

Feel free to visit our team webpage at the following address: 

http://venipedia.org/index.php/Venipedia:Venice-B08_IQP:_Origins_Group 

We would like to discuss the possibility of working with the Genographics project to investigate 

the genetic journey of the Venetian people.  We have contact with several members of ancient 

Venetian families, through one of our project advisors, Dr. Fabio Carrera 

(carrera@wpi.edu<mailto:carrera@wpi.edu>).  As we will be in Venice, we can complete any 

sample collection and related work. 

Thank you for the consideration.  We feel this would be a valuable addition to the Genographics 

project, as the genotype of true Venetians can be discovered and added to the knowledge of 

mankindõs impressive journey.  If you could kindly reply to this letter by sending an e-mail to 

ve08-orig@wpi.edu<mailto:ve08-orig@wpi.edu>, it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Origins of Venice Team 

 

 

  

https://exchange.wpi.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd83e14b9c0e425bab46b2f252903947&URL=http%3a%2f%2fvenipedia.org%2findex.php%2fVenipedia%3aVenice-B08_IQP%3a_Origins_Group
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WPI INTERNAL REVIEW BOARD APPLICATION 

The following is the WPI Internal Review Board application for this portion of the project. 
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