Geometer’s Sketchpad Tutorial

When you open Geometer’s Sketchpad (GSP), there is a toolbox on the left side of the screen.  This is how you will do most of you constructions.

· The top button will highlight points or segments, or select objects.

· The second button will allow you to place points on the sketch

· The third button will allow you to create circles

· The fourth button will allow you to create lines, rays, or line segments

· The fifth button will allow you to type text into the sketch

Once there are points, lines, etc drawn, then the drop down menu’s from the top become very useful. 

· To create perpendicular line, draw a line or a line segment using the tool from the left toolbox, then highlight a point on the line, and the line itself using the arrow, and choose Construct from the menu, and Perpendicular line or Parallel line, or Center By Circle+Radius will be darkened.  Those are possible choices to construct. 

· To find the point of intersection between two lines, highlight the two lines and click the Construct menu, choose Intersection, and the point will appear.

· To have a coordinate plane on the sketch, select Graph from the top menu, and choose Grid Form, and then Rectangular Form.  To change the scale of the grid, move the red points that are on the x and y axis.

· To do calculations in the sketch, select Measure from the top menu, and Calculate.  A small calculator appears in the center of the screen.  You can type values in, or use the arrow to select other values already in the sketch.

· To label the x and y values of a point on the graph, highlight the point, right click, and select Coordinates.  This function will label the point, and give you the x and y values of the point.

· If you want to see how the author of the Sketchpad worksheet constructed an object, select Show All Hidden from the display menu.

Here are some other tutorials that are on the Web.  There are many, many more of them.

http://www.ettc.net/techfellow/sketch.htm
http://www.wiley.com/college/musser/CL_0471263796_S/sketchpad/sketchpad_tutorial/
http://www.ettc.net/njssi/tiproject/sketchpad/page1.html
http://www.keypress.com/sketchpad/java_gsp/links.html
