Global Experience Office September 2022

Global Projects Program

HELLO AGAIN!

We hope you enjoyed our Off-Campus IQP Application Process News-

letter which was a guide through the process of finding an off-campus

IQP project. This issue of our newsletter will focus on the Off-Campus
MQP Application process.

If you are a junior, a transfer student, or a senior who has not yet com-
pleted an MQP project — this newsletter is for you. The Global Projects
Program will recruit students for 15 project centers around the globe
and here in the U.S. for the 2024-2025 academic year. This newsletter
will provide you with the information, tools, and resources that you will
need to have a successful application.

ON THE WEB

The Global Projects Program - Project centers in international and
domestic locations where students participate in interdisciplinary and
major capstone projects, and humanities and arts projects or exchange
programs. Learn more on our Global Projects Program website.

MQP - The Major Qualifving Project is a team-based, professional-level
design or research experience. A successful MQP demonstrates such
learning outcomes as effective communication; understanding of the
scientific, social, and ethical dimensions of the problem; and demon-
strating knowledge appropriate to your specific major.

eProjects — eProjects is our comprehensive system, developed in-
house, to manage all project related data and processes. You will be us-
ing eProjects to explore Project Center opportunities, apply to the Glob-
al Projects Program, and complete forms required for your IQP. ePro-
jects tis the best tool to use o search for program information to help
you make an informed decision when choosing which project centers
are right for you.
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https://www.wpi.edu/student-experience/resources/off-campus-projects/project-opportunities/iqp
https://www.wpi.edu/student-experience/resources/off-campus-projects/project-opportunities/iqp
https://www.wpi.edu/project-based-learning/project-based-education/global-project-program
https://www.wpi.edu/academics/undergraduate/major-qualifying-project
https://eprojects.wpi.edu/saml_login?destination=home

. study and are usually undertak-
| en in a student’s senior year.

i Students may choose to com-
i plete the MQP requirement off
i campus through the Global Pro-
jects Program. This option is a 1

FOCUS ON MQP

Whether or not you participate in  in the student’s major depart-
the Global Projects Program, all ment.

students must complete an MQP
to graduate. The MQP projects
are in a students’ major field of

Now is the time think about what
kind of MQP experience you
hope to have. Do you want to
do an off-campus or on-campus
MQP? Where will MQP fit in
your schedule?

term project, advised by faculty

“It all applied instantly to what I needed to do when I got out of school.
The groundwork was there because of the project.” - MQP Alum

2024-2025 OFF-CAMPUS

MQP LOCATIONS

Campinas, Brazil
FinTech / Wall Street
Gallo, California

Kyoto, Japan

MIT Lincoln Laboratory
Nancy, France

Osaka, Japan

Panama City, Panama
Silicon Valley, California
Stockholm, Sweden
Tokyo, Japan

Water Resource Outreach
Center, Massachusetts

Zurich, Switzerland

EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS

Visit eProjects.wpi.edu to start your project center search. Filter by
your major to find an MQP that is accepting students in your field
of study.

Browse Program Opportunities, watch project center videos, and
read details regarding housing, transportation, climate, medical
care, and travel risks.

Look at what type of projects have been completed at the Project
Center.

Consider any personal health concerns (allergies, chronic condi-
tions) that could impact where you travel based on climate and/or
environmental factors.

Make sure to take any dietary restrictions (gluten intolerance, lac-
tose intolerance etc.) or allergies (nuts in particular) into account
as you consider potential IQP sites. Consulting with the Global Ex-
perience Office about any health concerns in advance of your ap-
plication will help you to make a more informed decision about
whether a particular site is right for you.

Determine which term(s) you can feasibly go away.

Know what price range you are looking at for this experience. Dis-
cuss cost with your family.


https://eprojects.wpi.edu/front

PROGRAM BILLING

Students will be billed the
following fees by WPI for the
WPI semester they are
away.

- WPI Tuition and Fees

- WPI Housing Fee (if appli-
cable)

- WPI Meal Plan (if applica-
ble, reduced for term away)

- Global Projects Program
Housing and Program Fee
(for applicable programs)

In addition to this, students
should budget for the follow-
ing while away:

- Local transportation
- Airfare (if applicable)
- Food

- Tourist activities and inci-
dentals

- Project related incidentals

GLOBAL SCHOLARSHIP

The scholarship will come in
the form of a credit that will
appear on your bill for the
academic period in which
you’ll be conducting project
work, and is awarded to
defray direct, billable costs
(housing and program

fees ). Additional scholarship
information can be found on
the Global Scholarship page
of the WPI website.

THE MQP APPLICATION

Sophomores and upperclassmen
are eligible to apply to the Global
Projects Program for MQP. Alt-
hough if you are a sophomore, we
recommend waiting until your Jun-
ior year to apply. Students on ac-
ademic warning are eligible to ap-
ply but should carefully consider
the rigor of the program and
speak with someone in Academic
Advising about your specific situa-
tion.

The admission process considers
the balance of background and
skills, academic record, and other

characteristics necessary to pro-
vide eligible students a high quali-
ty experience at individual sites. If
not selected for your first choice
project center, your application
will be moved to your second
choice, third choice, etc. until you
are placed or out of options. No
student is guaranteed placement
at any project center

Remember: Only rank project
center(s) which offer an MQP for
your major. Visit each eProjects
page to confirm major eligibility.

To Apply: Click the APPLY NOW button on any eProjects

MQP program page.

BUDGETING FOR TRAVEL

Program costs are posted on the eProjects program page for each

project center. Housing and Program Fee cost estimates are calcu-
lated one year in advance of the program's dates. Unexpected in-

creases do occur. See the billing schedule in the gray box left.

Program costs for participating in the Global Projects MQP Pro-
gram range from $0 to $9,100. More than 50% of our sites are less
than $5,500, and many sites fall between $3-4,000. We encourage
you to talk with parents or anyone who may be financially support-
ing you to discuss program costs and budgeting. If you have ques-
tions regarding the use of your Global Scholarship, please contact

the Office of Financial Aid.

While traveling for your project, you will still be responsible for pay-
ing for your on-campus housing. If you have questions about hous-
ing please contact the Office of Residential Services.



https://www.wpi.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/types-of-aid/scholarships-grants/global
mailto:academic-advising@wpi.edu
mailto:academic-advising@wpi.edu
mailto:finaid@wpi.edu
mailto:res-services@wpi.edu

Global Experience Office

Laurie A. Leshin Global Project Center
First Floor
global@wpi.edu
508-831-5547

@wpiglobal

WPI Global Projects Program f

The Global Experience Office (GEO) within The
Global School at WPI provides risk management,
travel education and preparation, and administrative
support to students, faculty, and staff participating in
WPI-sponsored off-campus travel. This includes

the Global Projects Program, faculty-led off-campus
residential projects, athletic teams and student
organizations traveling internationally, and support for
employees who are traveling.

The GEO team strives to ensure that off-campus
programs are safe, cost-effective, and accessible to
all students while cultivating informed travelers and
fostering global and intercultural competency as
students engage with local and global communities.

HELPFUL RESOURCES

For narrowing project center options:

eProjects (eprojects.wpi.edu) for program information

Academic Advising to evaluate which terms are feasible for
you to go off-campus

Family to discuss financial and personal considerations

For your application:

Career Development Center for help with updating your
resume

Writing Center for feedback and writing help on application
responses

Global Experience Office (GEO) for other questions on the
application

For preparing to go off campus:

Financial Aid for information on how off-campus projects
may affect your aid package

Health Services for health concerns related to travel

Residential Services to learn more about term housing op-

tions



https://eprojects.wpi.edu/dashboard
mailto:academic-advising@wpi.edu
mailto:cdc@wpi.edu
https://www.wpi.edu/student-experience/resources/writing-center
mailto:global@wpi.edu
mailto:finaid@wpi.edu
https://www.wpi.edu/student-experience/health-counseling/health-services
mailto:res-services@wpi.edu
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