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President Grace J. Wang is an accomplished materi-
als scientist and esteemed leader in higher education, 
government, and industry. Elected by the WPI Board 
of Trustees after an extensive national search, she began 
serving as the 17th president of WPI on April 3, 2023. 
Honoring our rich history and traditions, she will guide 
WPI toward the future by championing community and 
inspiring innovation. 

President Wang has a deep background in empowering 
STEM leadership, education, and industry. Prior to WPI, 
she served at The Ohio State University (OSU) as executive 
vice president for research, innovation, and knowledge, 
and as a professor of materials science and engineering. 
Wang helped expand the university’s research and inno-
vation ecosystem by supporting curiosity-driven research, 
attracting external funding for research centers, launch-
ing campus-wide entrepreneurial activities, and enabling 
experiential learning opportunities. 

Before OSU, Wang held a series of leadership roles with-
in the State University of New York (SUNY) System. As 
senior vice chancellor for research and economic devel-
opment, she advanced the research enterprise’s growth 
strategy, significantly expanded research capacity in 
key areas, and was instrumental in fostering tentpole 

university-industry partnerships. During this time, she 
also served as SUNY System interim provost for one 
academic year and as SUNY Polytechnic interim 
president for two and a half years.

Earlier in her career, Wang held multiple positions at the 
National Science Foundation (NSF). She started as a pro-
gram director, focusing on investing in small businesses 
in the areas of nanotechnology, advanced materials, and 
manufacturing. Then, she directed the Industrial Innova-
tion and Partnerships division. Later, she served as acting 
assistant director for engineering, where she invested in 
research, education, and commercialization.

In 2022, Wang was appointed by the White House to 
serve on the National Quantum Initiative Advisory 
Committee. She is a council member of the Gov-
ernment-University-Industry Research Roundta-
ble (GUIRR) at the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine; a member of the Board of 
Governors for the New York Academy of Sciences; and a 
member of the Board of Directors for the Massachusetts 
High Technology Council (MHTC).

Wang has a PhD in materials science and engineering from 
Northwestern University and holds seven US patents.

Grace J. Wang, PhD
Impact Driven: Honoring Tradition, Innovating the Future
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Congratulations,  
President Grace J. Wang, PhD
A visionary leader for a world-leading university

Johnson Controls recognizes the leadership of Worcester Polytechnic Institute at the 
forefront of STEM research and technology. Through collaboration and innovation,
you’re shaping the future scientists, engineers, researchers and business leaders that 
the world needs right now.

We share that spirit of innovation. Johnson Controls is leading the charge toward a 
better future by transforming the environments where people live, work, learn and play. 
Offering the world’s largest portfolio of connected building products, technologies, 
software and services, we have the solutions to power your mission.

Many congratulations to President Wang on her role as leader of the next 
generation of innovators, problem-solvers and technology pioneers.

johnsoncontrols.com

© 2024 Johnson Controls. All rights reserved.
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Inaugural Ceremony

Seating 
Medwin Honors String Quartet

Prelude 
Led by Faculty Marshal 

 Art Heinricher, Interim Senior Vice President 
and Provost

Processional 
WPI Brass Ensemble 

Grand March From “Aida,” Guiseppe Verdi 
“Where'er You Walk,” George Frideric Handel

Fanfare for the President 
WPI Brass Ensemble 

“Limitless,” Composed for the Inauguration 
by Robbie Oleynick ’24

National Anthem 
WPI Festival Chorus

Invocation 
Rev. Debora Jackson ’89 (MS), ’00 (ME)  

Dean of WPI Business School  

Opening Remarks 
William Fitzgerald ’83, Presiding Officer 

and Chair of WPI Board of Trusteess

Welcome From the MA Senator 
Sen. Edward Markey

Welcome From the 
WPI Undergraduate Student Body 

Gabriella Rios ’24, Biomedical Engineering

Welcome From the WPI Graduate Student Body 
Jezabel Aleyda Aponte Figueroa ’24 (MS), 

Science and Technology for Innovation 
in Global Development

Welcome From the WPI Alumni Association 
Pamela (Giasson) Lynch ’05, 

President of WPI Alumni Association

Welcome From the WPI Staff 
Rev. Kalvin Cummings, Assistant Director 

of Religion and Spiritual Life

Welcome From the WPI Faculty 
Mark Richman, Associate Professor of 

Aerospace Engineering; Secretary of WPI Faculty

Welcome From the City of Worcester 
Joseph M. Petty 

Mayor

Remarks 
Terrence Sejnowski, PhD 

Francis Crick Chair, The Salk Institute 
for Biological Studies

Investiture 
William Fitzgerald;   

Mark Richman;  
George Heineman, Associate Professor of 

Computer Science, Chair of WPI 
Faculty Committee on Governance 

Inaugural Address 
President Grace J. Wang, PhD

Conferring of Presidential Medals 
President Grace J. Wang, PhD

Closing Remarks 
Art Heinricher

Recessional 
WPI Brass Ensemble 

“Trumpet Voluntary,” Jeremiah Clarke 
“Bugler’s Holiday,” Leroy Anderson

Postlude

 WPI Marching and Pep Band will line the 
walking path to the reception on the third 

floor of Rubin Campus Center 
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Inauguration Steering Committee

Jennifer Parissi-Forti, Co-Chair 
Director of Presidential & Institutional Events 

Bogdan Vernescu, Co-Chair 
Vice Provost for Research

William Battelle 
Events Director, Facilities Management

Denis Brown 
Resident District Manager, Chartwells 

Higher Education Dining Services 

Stacey Burton 
Academic Event Planner, Office of the Provost 

Alex DeMello 
Supervisor of AV Events, Academic Technology Center 

Sheila Georger 
Assistant Vice President of Marketing Communications

Stephen Marsh 
Director of Public Safety and WPI Chief of Police 

Meredith Merchant 
Assistant Director of Facilities & Recreation, 
Physical Education, Recreation & Athletics

Christine Sharry 
Assistant Dean of Students 

Dave Taranto 
Assistant Director of AV Systems and Services, 

Academic Technology Center 

Aubrey Valley 
Executive Director of Advancement Events, 

University Advancement 
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Academic Costumes and Degrees

The tradition of academic attire stems from medieval 
European universities, where gowns served as everyday 
attire. Beyond distinction, they likely provided warmth 
during extended study hours in unheated buildings. 
Today, on American campuses, academic attire graces 
formal occasions like commencements, Founder’s Day 
celebrations, dedications, and inaugural ceremonies.

An established Academic Costume Code, adopted by 
most universities since 1895, facilitates the identifica-
tion of a wearer’s degree, awarding university, and field 
of study. Key distinguishing features include the cut of 
the gown, length and color of hood, and color of tassel. 

Gowns signifying bachelor’s and master’s degrees are 
typically plain black cotton, lacking adornment. The 
bachelor’s gown has long, open sleeves, while the mas-
ter’s has longer, closed sleeves with elbow slits. The doc-
toral gown has black or colored velvet facings and three 
matching bars on the sleeves, which are bell-shaped and 
extend to the wrist. 

Hoods are made distinct by their length and color. A 
bachelor’s hood measures 3 feet long; a master’s, 3.5 feet; 
and a PhD’s, 4 feet. The color of the hood’s velvet trim, 
wider for degrees above bachelor’s, corresponds with 
the subject area. Doctoral hoods are the exception, as 
they are typically dark blue regardless of subject. The 
hood’s lining displays the official colors of the awarding 
institution. 

A black mortarboard cap with a tassel accompanies each 
gown type. Bachelor’s and master’s degree recipients 
traditionally wear black tassels, while doctoral gradu-
ates wear gold tassels. However, in recent years, it has 
become customary to adopt colored tassels reflecting 
the graduate's field of study. 

Variations to traditional costumes are occasionally seen. 
For instance, certain academic processions may feature 
attire deviating from the standard. Academic adminis-
trators often wear gowns that incorporate a gold braid. 
Faculty members who hold degrees from foreign uni-
versities may follow distinct attire requirements.
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You see the need, you take action, you give 
hope. Thanks for serving our community.

You make 
things better. 
That’s worth 
celebrating.

Member FDIC, ©2023, TD Bank, N.A. and/or 
its affiliates. All rights reserved. The TD logo and 
other trademarks are owned by The Toronto-
Dominion Bank and used under license.

CONGRATULATIONS
PRESIDENT

DISCOVER, CREATE, LEAD AT MITRE
Our teams discover solutions to the world’s toughest challenges in 
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, 5G, biometrics, and more. We’re 
built on innovative problem-solving, where diverse perspectives 
are essential. That’s why we’re committed to an inclusive 
environment where we all have a sense of belonging and thrive.

Learn more at mitre.org

EMPOWERED TO BE  
YOUR FULL SELF
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Delegates of Colleges and Universities

1636 
Harvard University 

Elizabeth Ryder

1780 
Transylvania University 

John Berrett

1787 
University of Pittsburgh 

William Tita

1793 
Williams College 
Warner Fletcher

1815 
Nichols College 

William Pieczynski

1829 
Rochester Institute 

of Technology 
Nicholas Schneider

1843 
College of the Holy Cross 

Vincent Rougeau

1851 
Northwestern University 

Robert Creamer

1852 
Cummings School of 
Veterinary Medicine 

at Tufts University 
Alastair Cribb

1855 
Bates College 

Drew Weymouth

1855 
Michigan State University 

PamelaWeathers

1861 
Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology 
Erin Solovey

1863 
Boston College 

Linda Chatalian Wyatt

1865 
Dean College 

Kenneth Elmore

1874 
Worcester State University 

Barry Maloney

1875 
Smith College 

Katharine Eshghi

1887 
Clark University 

David Fithian

1887 
The Catholic University 

of America 
Stephen Kaneb ’82

1889 
The Boston 

Architectural College 
Kellie Bean

1894 
University of 

Massachusetts Lowell 
Julie Chen

1898 
Northeastern University 

Jared Auclair ’01

1904 
Assumption University 

Greg Weiner

1946 
Anna Maria College 

Mary Lou Retelle

1947 
Merrimack College 

Maria-Isabel Carnasciali

1948 
Brandeis University 

Roger Gottlieb

1950 
Mercy University 
Scorpio Rogers ’23

1959 
SUNY/Rockland 

Community College 
Lester Rápalo

1963 
Quinsigamond Community College 

Kathy Rentsch

1966 
State University of New York 
(SUNY) Polytechnic Institute 

William Durgin

1967 
Springfield Technical 
Community College 

John Cook

1974 
William James College 

Stacey Lambert

2013 
Higher Education Consortium 

of Central Massachusetts 
Jeanine Went
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WPI Board of Trustees

BOARD LEADERSHIP

William Fitzgerald ’83 
Chair 

Ret. VP and General Manager of 
Commercial Engines Operation 

GE Aviation

Joyce Kline ’87 
Vice Chair 

Partner 
Accenture

Stephen H. Rusckowski ’79 
Vice Chair 

Ret. Chairman, 
President, and CEO  
Quest Diagnostics

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Michael E. Aspinwall ’75 
CEO and Co-Founder 

Stability Health

Lorraine Bolsinger 
Ret. VP of Accelerated 

Leadership Program (XLP)  
GE

Linwood E. Bradford Jr. ’89 
CEO and Chair of the Board 

Conning

Marni Hall ’97 
VP and Global Head of  

Regulatory Science and Strategy 
IQVIA 

Robert Hart ’79 
President and CEO 

TruAmerica Multifamily

Stuart C. Kazin ’61 
Ret. SVP of  Worldwide Operations 
Lotus Development Corporation

David LaPre ’74 
Ret. Head of Global Pharma 

Technical Operations 
Hoffman-LaRoche, Inc.

Carleen Maitland ’88 
Professor and Co-Director,  

Institute for Information Policy 
The Pennsylvania State University

Erica Mason ’96 
Artist

Maureen McCaffrey ’86  
Director 

MIT Investment 
Management Company

Neil McDonough 
Chairman 

Flexcon Holdings Trust

Patti Newcomer-Small ’90  
Chief Marketing Officer 

FieldRoutes

George R. Oliver ’82 
Chairman and CEO 

Johnson Controls

Beth Phalen ’85  
Ret. President and General 

Manager of Data Protection 
Dell EMC

Mark E. Russell 
Ret. Corporate VP of Engineering, 

Technology, and Mission Assurance 
Raytheon Company

Elizabeth M. Schweinsberg ’00 
Digital Services Expert 

United States Digital Services

Navjot Singh 
Ret. Senior Partner and 

Managing Partner 
McKinsey & Company

Joan Bolduc Szkutak ’79 
Ret. Director of Research 

and Development, Fabric Care 
Product Development 
Procter & Gamble, Inc.

Grace J. Wang 
President 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Myles Walton ’97 
Managing Director of 

Aerospace and Defense 
Wolfe Research

Jennifer Wyse ’94 
Head of Operational Excellence, 

Global Manufacturing 
Philips

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD



50 Prescott Street at Gateway Park

oconnelldevelopmentgroup.com

Happy Inauguration Day!
Congratulations to President Grace J. Wang, PhD 

Real Estate Development

doc.build

Construction Managers and 
General Contractor

Proud to continue our support of WPI
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Charles O. Thompson 
1868-1882

Homer T. Fuller 
1883-1894

Thomas C. Mendenhall 
1894-1901

Edmund A. Engler 
1901-1911

Ira N. Hollis 
1913-1925

Ralph Earle 
1925-1939

Wat Tyler Cluverius 
1939-1952

Alvin E. Cormeny 
1953-1954

Arthur B. Bronwell 
1955-1962

Harry P. Storke 
1962-1969

George W. Hazzard 
1969-1978

Edmund T. Cranch 
1978-1985

Jon C. Strauss 
1985-1994

Edward Alton Parrish 
1995-2004

Dennis D. Berkey 
2004-2013

Laurie A. Leshin 
2014-2022

History of WPI

Past Presidents of WPI

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
is the nation’s third-oldest private 
technological university. Found-
ed in 1865 amid the bustle of the 
American Industrial Revolution, 
the Institute took a unique ap-
proach to preparing the profes-
sional scientists and engineers who 
would make the discoveries, invent 
the technologies, and found the 
companies needed to drive the de-
velopment of a young nation.

WPI’s distinctive approach to ed-
ucation began with a compromise 
that led to a breakthrough. John 
Boynton, a successful tinware man-
ufacturer, wanted to start a college 
that would provide a scientific ed-
ucation to young people destined 
for emerging technical careers. 

Ichabod Washburn, who built 
the nation’s largest wire-making 
enterprise in Worcester, dreamed 
of starting a school to elevate the 
traditional apprenticeship system 
for mechanics and other technical 
tradespeople.

Theory and Practice

By blending these visions, WPI cre-
ated a new approach to higher ed-
ucation unlike any that had come 
before—one that combined theory 
with practice. 

This groundbreaking model took 
concrete form in the university’s 
first two buildings. Under the clock 
tower of Boynton Hall, students 
learned the theory of engineering 
and science in classrooms and labs. 

Next door in the Washburn Shops, 
with its cupola topped by an arm-
and-hammer weathervane, they 
applied that theory in a working 
manufacturing plant.

This Two Towers Tradition has 
guided the Institute for more than 
150 years. It lives on today in the 
form of the half-century-old WPI 
Plan, the university’s groundbreak-
ing undergraduate program.

Ever since, like-minded men and 
women have invested their ideas, 
their labor, and their fortunes in 
WPI, assuring that it could con-
tinue to prepare graduates with the 
knowledge, the practical skills, and 
the passion to change the world for 
the better.

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD
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Search Committee for the 17th President

COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP 

David LaPre ’74 
Trustee and Chair of 

Presidential Search Committee 
Ret. Head of Global Pharma 

Technical Operations 
Hoffman-LaRoche, Inc.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mike Aspinwall ’75 
Trustee 

CEO and Co-Founder 
at Stability Health

Terri Camesano  
Dean of Graduate Studies, 

Professor of Chemical Engineering 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Jihan El Ouaragli 
Graduate Student  

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Dominic Golding 
Teaching Professor of Integrative 

& Global Studies 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Marni Hall ’97 
Trustee 

VP and Global Head of Regulatory 
Science and Strategy at IQVIA  

 
 
 

George Heineman 
Associate Professor 

of Computer Science 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Jeremy Hitchcock ’04 
Former Trustee 

Founder and Chair at Minim

Sharon Johnson 
Director of Industrial 
Engineering Program 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Joyce Kline ’87 
Trustee 

Managing Director at Accenture

Arnold Lane 
Director of Multicultural 

Education and 
Community Engagement 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Francesca Maltese 
Trustee Emerita 

Ret. Director of Governmental and 
Community Affairs at O’Connell 

Development Group 

Erica Mason ’96 
Trustee 
Artist

Neil McDonough 
Trustee 

Chairman at Flexcon 
Holdings Trust 

Karen Tegan Padir ’90, ’95 
(MBA) 

Parent ’19, ’21, Trustee 
SVP of Digital Product 

and Technology at Binx Health

Sue Roberts ’92 
Professor and Department Head of 

Chemical Engineering 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Jessica Sabourin 
Executive Director of Financial Aid 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Donna Stock  
Parent ’11, Vice President 

of University Advancement 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Karen Troy 
Professor and Associate 

Department Head of 
Biomedical Engineering 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Myles Walton ’97 
Trustee 

Managing Director of Aerospace 
and Defense at Wolfe Research

Micah Wilde ’23   
Undergraduate Student 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD
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A trailblazer in neural networks and computational neu-
roscience, Terrence Sejnowski seeks to understand the 
principles linking brain and behavior. Using both experi-
mental and modeling techniques, Sejnowski examines the 
biophysical properties of synapses and neurons, as well as 
the population dynamics of large networks of neurons. 
He has developed new analytical tools and computation-
al models to uncover how the brain stores information 
for different activities and forms new representations of 
the world. Drawing from his extensive research, he has 
published over 300 scientific papers and 12 books, most 
notably The Computational Brain, with co-author Patricia 
Churchland, and The Deep Learning Revolution.

Sejnowski earned his PhD in physics from Princeton 
University in 1978 and completed his postdoctoral fel-
lowship at Harvard Medical School in 1981. A former fac-
ulty member at Johns Hopkins University, he now holds 
the Francis Crick Chair at the Salk Institute for Biological 
Studies. He is also a Distinguished Professor of Neurobi-
ology at the University of California, San Diego, where he 
serves as co-director of the Institute for Neural Computa-

tion and co-director of the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Temporal Dynamics of Learning Center.

Sejnowski is the president of the Neural Information Pro-
cessing Systems (NeurIPS) Foundation. He is also a fellow 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, a fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Electron-
ics Engineers (IEEE), and a former investigator with the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute. In addition, he serves 
as the founding editor-in-chief of Neural Computation, a 
monthly journal from MIT Press. 

Throughout his career, Sejnowski has won several pres-
tigious awards, including the Young Investigator Award 
from the NSF, the Wright Prize for interdisciplinary re-
search from Harvey Mudd College, the Neural Networks 
Pioneer Award from the IEEE, and the Hebb Prize from 
the International Neural Network Society. He is one of 
only 10 living individuals elected to all three national acad-
emies: the Institute of Medicine, the National Academy 
of Sciences, and the National Academy of Engineering. 

Terrence Sejnowski, PhD
Keynote Speaker

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD

https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262533393/the-computational-brain/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262038034/the-deep-learning-revolution/
https://direct.mit.edu/neco
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Since 2001, the Presidential Medal has honored outstanding 
individuals from all backgrounds and disciplines who, through 
their professional or personal accomplishments, embody the 

“technological humanist,” an ideal that has been at the heart of 
WPI's approach to education since its founding in 1865.

Keep reading to learn about the two individuals selected 
by President Wang to be her first medalists.

The WPI Presidential Medal

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD
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After earning a BS in civil engineering at WPI, Judith 
Nitsch spent the next 45+ years in the field, becoming a 
registered professional engineer in 27 states and a LEED 
Accredited Professional. As a civil engineer, she has fo-
cused on designing, permitting, and managing projects 
related to site development and infrastructure.

In 1989, she established Nitsch Engineering, Inc. 
Today, the firm comprises 125 people with three offices 
in Massachusetts and one in Washington, D.C. Much of 
the firm’s civil engineering work specializes in design-
ing and consulting for the sustainable aspects of green 
building projects. 

Also in 1989, Nitsch became the first alumna elected to 
WPI's Board of Trustees, where she served for 23 years, 
including 16 years as chair of the Facilities and Cam-
pus Infrastructure Committee. During this time, she 
oversaw the development and construction of multiple 
LEED-certified buildings on campus.

She received an honorary Doctor of Science degree from 
the Massachusetts Maritime Academy in 2010 and an 
honorary Doctor of Engineering from WPI in 2015. 

Nitsch is a fellow of the American Society of Civil En-
gineers (ASCE), American Council of Engineering 
Companies (ACEC), Society of Women Engineers 
(SWE), and Society for Marketing Professional Services 
(SMPS). She has served as president of several organiza-
tions, including the national CREW (Commercial Real 
Estate Women) Network, ACEC of Massachusetts, Bos-
ton Society of Civil Engineers Section (an ASCE chap-
ter), and SWE Boston. Currently, she’s chair of the Board 
of Trustees at The Boston Architectural College, her late 
husband’s alma mater.

Judith Nitsch ’75 Hon ’15, PE, LEED AP
Presidential Medal Recipient

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD

https://www.nitscheng.com/who-we-are/honoring-our-founder/
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Diran Apelian is a Distinguished Professor of Materials 
Science and Engineering and director of the Advanced 
Casting Research Center at the University of California,  
Irvine (UCI). There, he serves as a senior advisor to the 
dean of engineering. He is also provost emeritus and 
founding director of the Metal Processing Institute at WPI.

Apelian received his BS in metallurgical engineering 
from Drexel University in 1968 and his ScD in materials 
science and engineering from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1972.

He is recognized for pioneering work in solidification 
processing, metal processing, powder metallurgy, and 
digital manufacturing. Founding editor of the Journal 
of Sustainable Metallurgy, he has significantly con-
tributed to the establishment of research in resource 
recovery, reuse, and recycling. During his tenure as 
WPI’s provost from 1990 to 1996, he was instrumental 
in establishing the Metal Processing Institute, which 
has become one of the largest industry-university con-
sortiums in North America.

With over 700 publications and 22 patents to his name, 
Apelian serves on several technical, corporate, and edito-
rial boards. He has partnered with colleagues, including 
former students and WPI alumni, to co-found widely 
known companies like Materials Strategies, Ascend Ele-
ments, Melt Cognition, and Solvus Global, among others. 

Throughout his career, Apelian has received many distin-
guished honors and awards, both national and interna-
tional. He was recognized as WPI Innovator of the Year 
in 2018 and received the same honor from UCI in 2020.

In addition to being a researcher, innovator, and entre-
preneur, he has also been an active leader of multiple 
professional organizations, serving as president of The 
Minerals, Metals & Materials Society (TMS) in 2008–
2009 and as chair of the ASM Educational Foundation 
Board of Trustees in 2016–2018. He is a fellow of TMS, 
ASM, and APMI International, as well as a member of 
the National Academy of Engineering (NAE), Nation-
al Academy of Inventors (NAI), European Academy of 
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Armenian 
Academy of Sciences. 

Diran Apelian, ScD
Presidential Medal Recipient

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD
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∙

Internal

Thank you to our sponsors:
FOUNDER LEVEL 

Johnson Controls

CRIMSON LEVEL 
Chartwells Higher Ed 

The O’Connell Companies 
Schneider Electric 

Teradyne

PARTNER LEVEL 
Kinefac Corporation 

MITRE 
TD Bank

SUPPORTER LEVEL 
Builder Systems Inc. 

Flexcon 
Harrison Street 

Worcester Restaurant Group
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Facilities Subcommittee 

William Battelle 
Events Office

Denis Brown 
Chartwells Higher Ed

Christopher Carpenter 
Campus Police 

Karen Confer 
Campus Police 

Adam Epstein 
Undergraduate Enrollment Services

Ben Higgins 
Information Technology 

Amy L’Heureux 
 Events Office

Theresa (Tessa) Mailloux 
Facilities

Stephen Marsh 
Campus Police 

Dawn Marttila 
Events Office 

Meredith Merchant 
Physical Education 

Recreation & Athletics  

Suzette Santiago 
Events Office 

Michael Young 
Information Technology

Wendy Walsh 
Physical Education 

Recreation & Athletics 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD

University Advancement and 
Marketing Communications Subcommittee

Melissa Arndt 
Senior Graphic Designer, 

Marketing Communications

Stacey Burton 
Academic Event Planner, 

Office of the Provost

Anna Dealy 
Director of Advancement 
Digital Communications, 
University Advancement

Alison Duffy 
Executive Director of 

Strategic Communications, 
Marketing Communications 

Sheila Georger 
Assistant Vice President of 

Marketing Communications 

Stacey Happy 
Marketing & Digital Media 

Program Manager, 
Marketing Communications

Judith Jaeger 
Associate Vice President of 

Lifetime Engagement & 
Advancement Communications, 

University Advancement

Brian O’Connell 
Production Manager, 

Marketing Communications 

Rachel Tatarek 
Content Producer/Project Manager, 

Marketing Communications

Aubrey Valley 
Executive Director of Advancement 

Events, University Advancement

Colleen Wamback 
Director of Public Relations, 
Marketing Communications 



 19

Corporate Outreach Committee

Christina DeVries 
Assistant Vice President, 
Advancement Operations 

Michael Horan 
Executive Vice President 

and CFO, Finance 

Wendy King 
Operations Manager, 

University Advancement 

David Ortendahl 
Executive Director of 

Corporate Partnerships, 
University Advancement 

Donna Stock 
Vice President of University 

Advancement

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD

Inauguration Celebration Committee 

Lindsay Baker 
Center for Well-Being 

Matthew Foster 
Student Affairs 

Mitch Lucht 
Humanities & Arts 

Christine Sharry 
Student Affairs 

Mikayla Almeida ’26 

Michaela Cluett ’25 

Haley Gilbert ’24 

Samuel Griffiths ’24

Duyen Le ’26 

Celebratory Video

Composed by Professor David Ibbett 
Humanities & Arts 

Produced by Michael Kozlowski 
Marketing Communications
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ROTC Color Guard

Quinn Mullaney ’27 
Economics, Army ROTC, 
College of the Holy Cros

Samuel Hubert ’27 
Civil Engineering, Army ROTC, WPI

Alexander Tomellini ’26 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 

Army ROTC, WPI

Audrey Stroupe ’26 
Biochemistry, Army ROTC, WPI

Worcester Polytechnic Institute            The Inauguration of Grace J. Wang, PhD

Medwin Honors String Quartet

Matthew Scinto 
Director of Orchestra  

Vivek Voleti ’25  

Seth Frank ’25  

Darren Kwee ’24  

Emma DeMartino ’25

WPI Festival Chorus

Joshua W. Rohde 
Director of Choral Activities 

Brianna Ankstitus 
Graduate Student

Bethany Atwood ’25 
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