Your guicle to Applying to
Ph.D. Programs

Essential Resources for Navigating Graduate School Applications
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What is a Ph.D.?

/A Ph.D.is the highest academic degree, involving years of
advanced study and original research in a specialized field. In
industry, Ph.D. holders are valued for solving complex problems,
driving innovation, and leading research. In academia, it is
\_ essential for becoming a professor or leading a research group.  /

Is a Ph.D. right for me?
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Do you have specific research PRl program 15 eEE fqr
" , . deep exploration of specific
topic you're passionate about

and want to explore deeply? research tO?gz that interest

Ph.D. programs involve
Do you enjoy exploring topics | detailed study and frequent

deeply and sharing your opportunities to present
insights with others? findings in conferences and

publications.

Do you want to lead Ph.D. programs require strong
innovations and research self-motivation and

projects? independent work.

How clo | find the Ph.D. program that is

risht for me?
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Ph.D. Application Checklist

g Prepare Statement of Purpose

Resources

Letters of Recommendation
Learn More Here

M Submit Transcripts & Test Scores:
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Apply for Funding /
M Resources, WPI Fellowships 0
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https://www.wpi.edu/sites/default/files/docs/Offices/Career-Development-Center/Personal-statement.pdf
https://wp.wpi.edu/catalyst/2019/02/04/how-to-apply-for-graduate-school-a-step-by-step-guide/
https://www.phds.me/resources/guide-to-fellowships/
https://www.wpi.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/types-of-aid/graduate-fellowships
https://chrisblattman.com/blog/2022/04/05/everything-you-need-to-know-about-letters-of-recommendation/

General Ph.D. Program Timeline:
From Start To Finish

Choosing an Advisor

Year 2-3
Qualifying Exams &
Early Research = — “—

Full-Time Research
¥

& Dissertation

How to Secure Funding for Your Ph.D.

Fellowships
o Apply for prestigious programs: NSF, GEM, Ford

Foundation, NDSEG, SMART, Kirschstein-NRSA.

Research & Teaching Assistantships
 Work in labs or as a teaching assistant while

earning a stipend. Learn more

Grants & External Scholarships
e Look for field-specific grants or international

scholarships. Resource

How to Apply for Fellowships

Meet Deadlines
e Stay organized and submit materials early.

Follow-Up

e Confirm submission and follow up if needed.

Other Links and Resources



https://www.nsfgrfp.org/
https://www.gemfellowship.org/gem-fellowship-program/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/ford-foundation-fellowships
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/ford-foundation-fellowships
https://ndseg.org/
https://dodstem.us/participate/smart/
https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/fellowships/F31
https://medium.com/@sharatnaik1996/how-to-secure-teaching-research-assistantships-while-pursuing-masters-in-united-states-4a65cc5a4b8f#:~:text=Approach%20Professors&text=Email%20them%20or%20try%20to,contribute%20to%20their%20research%2Fproject.
https://www.phds.me/financial-aid/scholarships-and-grants/
https://oge.mit.edu/fellowships/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/HHMI-Fellowship-Writing-1-13.pdf
https://oge.mit.edu/fellowships/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/HHMI-Fellowship-Writing-1-13.pdf
https://oge.mit.edu/fellowships/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/HHMI-Fellowship-Writing-1-13.pdf
https://oge.mit.edu/fellowships/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/HHMI-Fellowship-Writing-1-13.pdf
https://www.ivyscholars.com/phd-admission-guide/
https://www.ivyscholars.com/phd-admission-guide/
https://www.ivyscholars.com/phd-admission-guide/
https://www.ets.org/gre/test-takers.html?_utm_agency=st004&utm_campaign=st004-b2c24-core24-grebrandedskagexact-usa-ga-ppc&utm_campaign_id=12511606007&utm_content=core24-grebrandedskagexact&utm_content_id=162171859867&utm_term=gre&utm_country=usa&utm_source=google-search-b2c&utm_medium=ppc&gad_source=1
https://www.ets.org/toefl.html

