
   
 

   
 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Undergraduate Outcome Assessment Committee (UOAC) 

Minutes 

Date: October 21, 2020 

Location: Zoom 

 

Present:  Jianyu Liang (Chair, ME), Qi Wen (Physics), Art Heinricher (Provost representative), Chrys 

Demetry (Morgan Center), Oleg Pavlov (CAP representative, SSPS), Emily Pimentel (student 

representative), Rajiv Malhotra (Institutional Research), John Bergendahl (CEE), Kate McIntyre (H&A) 

1. Meeting started at 2:00 pm. 

2. The committee welcomed Prof. McIntyre, who was recently elected to UOAC. She is an Assistant 

Professor of creative writing in the Humanities and Arts Department.    

3. The minutes of the Sept. 23, 2020 and Oct. 7, 2020 meetings were approved with minor 

revisions. 

4. UOAC discussed a draft of the annual report for AY2019-2020.  A new version of the report will 

be reviewed during the next meeting. 

5. Chair Liang updated the committee on her communications with the School of Engineering and 

CGSR regarding access to assessment data. Additionally, she informed the committee that two 

emails went out to directors of academic programs asking them to complete e-series surveys. 

6. Prof. Demetry updated the committee on the ethics assessment data that she had compiled 

based on the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE). It’s a survey that is sent to 

university seniors.    Of particular interest to UOAC were student responses to a question, “To 

what extent has your experience at this institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and 

personal development in... developing a personal code of values and ethics?” In 2016, the 

average response from WPI seniors was less than the average from seniors at New England 

Private Institutions. However, the WPI average was comparable to that of two other comparison 

groups: Carnegie doctoral institutions, and all institutions that administered NSSE in 2015 and 

2016. The NSSE data sets from 2006 and 2009 showed that the ratings by WPI seniors were 

significantly lower than those of our AITU peer institutions. (AITU is the Association of 

Independent Technological Universities.) The 2012 NSSE data set is currently MIA.  It was also 

mentioned during the discussion that ABET now requires examples of student work as proof of 

student achievement, rather than responses to a survey.  

7. Meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Oleg Pavlov 

Secretary 


