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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

When should | start this project?

Now! But you don‘t have to drop everything to complete the HUA requirement. Most stu-
dents start their HUA in their first year and finish in their sophomore year. You'll set a good
pace if you take three HUA classes each year. You may complete the project any time before
graduation, but it's a good idea to plan ahead, because the Seminar or Practicum you want
might fill. As soon as you can, you should browse the descriptions of Inquiry Seminars and
Practicums (published on the HUA website early in C term), choose two or three that inter-
est you, and discuss your interests with the instructor of each Seminar or Practicum. Al-
though these courses change slightly from one year to the next, you'll find a lot of consis-
tency to help you plan.

Do | have to complete the breadth requirement if | use a foreign
language as my depth requirement?

No. Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, German, and ISE (English for Second Language learners) are
exempt from the breadth requirement because foreign language instruction is broadly
interdisci-plinary and includes elements of the history, literature, and culture of a particular
language area. You can simply take 6 foreign language courses culminating in an
advanced course. The course catalog indicates which of these advanced courses satisfy
the Inquiry Seminar requirement.

® Canluse aforeign language to fulfill my breadth requirement?

Yes! If you fulfill your depth requirement with a series of courses that do notinvolve foreign
languages, you can use a foreign language to fulfill the breadth requirement.

® What is a GPS and will it help with my HUA project?

GPS stands for“Great Problems SemInar” The GPS is a first-year, two-term course that
gives students hand-on experience understanding and solving current, real-world
problems. Students taking these courses receive dual credit, which often includes gen-
eral HUA credit that may count toward breadth.

® What are some examples of HUA projects?

1

Dan came to WPI with one AP credit in French, took three literature courses
and one American history course. After meeting the depth and breadth re-
quirements, he took an Inquiry Seminar in“Textual Engineering;’where he ex-
plored the rare book archives of WPI’s Gordon Library and the American Anti-
quarian Society. He wrote a seminarpaper aboutillustrations of the industrial
revolution in 19th-century serial fiction.

Jen had a passion for languages and decided to complete her HUA in
German. She taok a sequence of 6 German courses, the last of which counted
as her Inquiry Seminar.

Adam came to WPI with aninterest in the events of the Arab Spring. He took
3 classesin Arabic language and culture and two classes in world history, fol-
lowed by an Inquiry Seminar in World History. He wrote a paper comparing
the events of the Arab Spring of 2011 with the European revolutions of 1848.
He satisfied his requirement in this way, but remained interested in the Arab
world —so much so that he decided to minor in history. After declaring his
minor and selecting afaculty advisor, he traveled to WPI’s HUA Project Center
in Ifrane, Moroccoin A term, where he took a unit of coursework and wrote a
research paper, “Modes of Mabilization in the Arab Spring Uprisings:’

® Where can Ifind a list of Inquiry Seminars and Practicums?

The HUA website has a list of current Inquiry Seminars and Practicums. This list is pub-
lished annually toward the beginning of C term.
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