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Recent Updates:  
On July 6 and July 7 of last week, ICE and SEVP published guidance which altered previously published 
immigration guidance from March for the COVID-19 public health emergency. This new July guidance 
made it difficult for international students to make educational choices for the fall semester. It was met 
by fierce opposition, including lawsuits filed by Harvard and MIT against DHS and ICE. Many universities 
joined amicus briefs in support of these lawsuits, including WPI. Other universities and states, including 
the state of Massachusetts, filed separate lawsuits against DHS and ICE. 
 
On July 14 there was a federal court hearing in Boston for the lawsuit filed by Harvard and MIT. The 
court hearing lasted less than five minutes, as the US government announced that it would rescind the 
July 6 ICE guidance, allowing the March guidelines to continue for the fall semester.  
 
Background: 
Pre-COVID-19, F-1 regulations prohibited international students from taking more than one online class 
per semester. An online class is defined as “taken on-line or through distance education and does not 
require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to 
completion of the class.” Additionally, students who were outside the US for more than 5 consecutive 
months would violate their maintenance of F-1 status. 
 
On March 13, as the COVID-19 pandemic began to take hold in the US, SEVP issued guidance on what 
universities should do if their in-person academic programs were temporarily shut down, or moved to 
an online format, and how to manage student SEVIS records if they were physically inside or outside the 
US. In all school/student scenarios presented, F-1 students could remain in active SEVIS status if they 
followed school guidance. Two provisions in particular were important:  

“Given the extraordinary nature of the COVID-19 emergency, SEVP will allow F-1… students to 
temporarily count online classes towards a full course of study in excess of the [previous] limits.” 
 
“While the temporary measures related to COVID-19 are in place, students deemed to be maintaining 
status if they are making normal progress in their course of study. For that reason, the five-month 
temporary absence provision… will not apply for students who remain in active status” (added to SEVP 
FAQ March 27).   
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https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ice.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FDocument%2F2020%2FCoronavirus%2520Guidance_3.13.20.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cccallahan%40wpi.edu%7C05a0ef2122e24a22aed908d828806837%7C589c76f5ca1541f9884b55ec15a0672a%7C0%7C0%7C637303879254333170&sdata=piJQrVcch%2Bl8EOsHg1CkBGZx0XAZX80dm0WVD5xaXFo%3D&reserved=0


The guidance noted, “this temporary provision is only in effect for the duration of the emergency,” for 
now this guidance will continue through the Fall 2020 semester. We will have to await further guidance 
for the spring 20201 semester.  
 
The FAQs listed below have been consolidated and categorized from questions asked through the 
International House survey collected the week of July 6. 
 
*Now more than ever it is important to make sure you are aware of all your documentation expiration 
dates. Look at your latest I-20, visa, and passport to make sure they are valid, that you have the 
necessary signatures, and that you know when they will expire. Passports must be valid at least 6 
months into the future for you to maintain status. I-20 program end dates must be in the future for 
you to maintain status. Please contact International House at IH@WPI.edu if you have any questions 
or concerns about expiring paperwork. 
 
General Questions: 
 
Is the Harvard and MIT court case definitive, or can it be reversed?  
The US government rescinded the July 6 ICE guidance during the court proceedings on July 14. Currently 
the March 2020 guidance still holds.  
 
It is important to note that the March ICE guidance states, “this temporary provision is only in effect for 
the duration of the emergency.” We will have to await further guidance for the spring 2021 semester.  
 
The International House will continue to watch immigration updates and communicate these out to 
students as needed. 
 
Are J-1 students affected by recent guidance? 
J-1 students are subject to a different set of regulations from the Department of State. Guidance was 
released in March and June which notes that current J-1 students are allowed to take online classes in 
consultation with their host institutions.  
 
If a J-1 student is at home or wishes to go home for the fall semester, please consult with the 
International House about maintenance of status. 
 
If your sponsor is not WPI (but Fulbright, LASPAU, etc), please consult with your sponsor organization for 
additional information.  
 
I am an international student, but I am a “Green Card Holder”/Permanent Resident, DACA student, or 
I hold a visa category that is not F-1 or J-1. Am I affected by the March ICE guidance? 
The ICE guidance discussed in this FAQ pertains to F-1 students.  
 
If you hold a different visa category (H-4, O-3, L-2, asylee, etc.) and you are concerned about your status 
for the fall semester, please consult with your immigration attorney.  
 
Permanent residents (PRs) are generally treated similarly to US citizens and have largely been excluded 
from the travel restrictions that have affected other foreign nationals. The current ICE guidance does 
not affect PRs.  
 

mailto:IH@WPI.edu
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If you have a pending PR, but are still an F-1 student, and you have concerns that you may need to 
travel, please consult your immigration attorney. Petitioners with a filed PR application that has not yet 
been adjudicated require special permission called “Advanced Parole” to allow travel and re-entry into 
the US. Once you re-enter the US using “Advanced Parole” you are no longer in your F-1 status. 
 
According to the June 18, 2020 Supreme Court decision, DACA remains intact. The ICE guidance in 
March does not affect DACA students. 
 
Will I need a new I-20 if I am currently abroad? What if I plan to return to campus for the Fall 
semester? 
Please note the information listed in the “Travel Questions” and “Currently Abroad Questions” section 
of this FAQ. 
 
Will international students be given an extension to the July 26 deadline for the university’s “Fall 
Intentions Survey”?  
We understand the past week has been challenging. The uncertainty of immigration guidance, the 
outcome of the court cases, the COVID-19 public health situation in the fall, and the changing travel 
restrictions and flight availability, create a stressful and unsettled situation for making decisions with 
quick deadlines. We know that for some students, their plans may continue to change up until the day 
classes begin (and beyond).  
 
However, WPI will require all students to respond to the Fall Intentions Survey by July 26th, so that WPI 
can prepare for the start of classes on August 31. If your situation changes after you submit the Fall 
Intention Survey, please contact the International House at IH@wpi.edu and the Dean of Students at 
DeanOfStudents@wpi.edu.  
 
Will tuition fees be impacted by taking in-person or online classes? If I must return to my home 
country and take online classes, will there be a discount on fees or tuition?  
The tuition cost for in-person and online courses will remain the same.  
 
Will scholarships still be applied if a student chooses to take classes online and lives in their home 
country? 
Merit scholarships should not be affected by your status inside or outside the US, however if you have 
specific questions about your financial aid, please contact the Office of Student Aid & Financial Literacy. 
 
Immigration Status Questions: 
 
* If you have questions about applying for an F-1 visa outside the US, entering on a tourist visa, 
maintaining F-1 status abroad, loss of F-1 status abroad, applying for OPT abroad, or the flexibility of 
the “5-month rule,” please review the “Currently Abroad Questions” section. 
 
 
My visa expired and I was not able to travel home to renew it. Can I stay legally in the US with an 
expired visa?  
Yes. As long as your SEVIS record and I-20 are still valid, and you have maintained your F-1 status while 
physically present in the US. Your F-1 visa stamped in your passport does not have any legal authority 
over your ability to stay in the US. You can only renew your visa from outside the US, but it is only 
needed if you are traveling outside the US and attempting to return to the US. 
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Please check your I-20 to ensure that your “program end date” is in the future. If your program end date 
has passed, or if it is ending in August 2020 and you need additional time to finish your program, please 
contact International House at IH@wpi.edu. Once your I-20 program end date has passed, this is very 
difficult to fix, and may require traveling home and applying for a new visa. 
 
Can I take a Leave of Absence (LOA)? If I file for a LOA, do I have to leave the US? Will it affect my 
immigration status? 
Any student can apply for a LOA. Undergraduate and Graduate Leave of Absence Forms are available on 
the Registrar’s Form Page. 
 
If you apply for a LOA, you will be withdrawn from WPI for the remainder of the semester, and you will 
have to submit a “Return from Leave of Absence” form through the Registrar by the indicated deadlines 
before the semester you wish to return. 
 
When you file for a LOA, you are not able to stay in the US and will have to leave the US immediately. 
Your SEVIS record will be terminated for “authorized early withdrawal” and you will need a new I-20, 
SEVIS record, and F-1 visa to return. Once the Registrar approves your return from a LOA, you will have 
to contact International House to make sure your immigration documents are organized for your return. 
 
Please remember that when your SEVIS record is terminated and you start a fresh record upon returning 
from an LOA, you will have to be in the US for two additional semesters before you can apply for CPT or 
OPT. If taking a LOA will obstruct your work authorization plan, you will need to consider this when 
making your decision. 
 
How can I maintain my F-1 status for the Fall 2020 semester? 
Now that the July 6 ICE guidance has been rescinded, F-1 students can maintain their status through 
enrolling for a full course load of credits. These classes can be taken online or in-person from the US or 
abroad. Students who are outside the country are not currently accumulating time towards the 5-month 
rule. 
 
All other rules pertaining to maintenance of status in pre-COVID times are still in effect. If you are 
unsure of these rules, please consult the WPI International Student Handbook in the “Government 
Regulations” section starting on page 46. 
 
If my visa status is revoked, will I still be able to study at WPI? 
If a student’s F-1 visa status is revoked, the student will not be allowed to stay legally in the US. If a 
student loses their F-1 status, and leaves the US, they may be able to continue their WPI course work 
remotely from abroad for the fall semester. To return to the US after losing F-1 status, a student will 
have to work with the International House to obtain a new I-20, SEVIS record, and F-1 student visa. 
 
If you are concerned about your visa status being revoked, please contact IH@wpi.edu for more 
information. 
 
I am currently in the US on an F-1 visa, but I have an unexpired US tourist visa in my passport. If I am 
concerned about losing my F-1 status can I switch from my F-1 visa to a tourist visa to maintain my 
legal presence? 
Please note that individuals on a tourist visa are not legally allowed to study in the US. 
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Having a tourist visa in your passport does not mean you can easily “switch your status” within the US. 
To “activate” a visa that is currently in your passport, you will have to leave the country and re-enter the 
US on the other visa. Switching between visa statuses in this way could negatively impact your F-1 
status. 
 
For more information please see “If my visa status is revoked, will I still be able to study at WPI?” 
 
If the borders to my country are closed, and there are other travel restrictions that prevent me from 
going back to my home country, what can I do? 
If you are able to maintain your F-1 student visa status in the US, you will be able to stay in the US.  
 
If you live in on-campus housing and the university has to pivot to a remote model once again, WPI will 
work with students who have extenuating circumstances, similar to the Spring 2020 semester. 
 
If you are unable to maintain your F-1 student visa status, contact International House for information 
on potentially filing change of status paperwork to stay in the US temporarily on a tourist visa. Please 
note that people on a tourist visa are not legally allowed to study in the US, and you must be in legal 
status to change status. 
 
Is it possible for me to complete in-person courses this fall, go home for the winter break, and be 
denied entry on my return to the US for the spring semester? 
Right now, the COVID-19 and immigration policy situation in the US is fluid, and it is very difficult to 
anticipate what could happen in January of 2021. If a student maintains their status, does not break any 
rules that would affect their F-1 status, has a valid F-1 visa to return, and there are no new travel 
restrictions or border closures, a student who has traveled home for the winter break should be able to 
re-enter the US. 
 
As we approach the end of the fall semester, the International House will be able to better assess the 
situation and advise students interested in traveling home accordingly.  
 
Course Related Questions: 
 
Now that the July 6 ICE guidance has been rescinded, are international students restricted from taking 
online classes? 
No. F-1 students can take in-person classes, online classes, or a mix of in-person and online classes 
without endangering their F-1 student status. However, the March ICE guidance states, “this temporary 
provision is only in effect for the duration of the emergency.” We will have to await further guidance for 
the spring 2021 semester. 
 
If WPI pivots to a fully online model later in the fall semester, or does not return after Thanksgiving, 
how will this affect international students?  
Now that the July 6 ICE guidance has been rescinded, if WPI has to pivot to a fully online course model 
at any point during the fall semester, F-1 students should be able to maintain their status both inside 
and outside the US. 
 
What if I am medically incapable of taking courses in Fall 2020? Is there a way to seek an 
accommodation without losing my F-1 status? 



If you have a medical condition that would prohibit you from taking classes during the fall semester, you 
can contact International House for information about a “medically reduced course load.” We will need 
to have a doctor’s note on file to begin the process, and we will need documented proof of continued 
treatment during your medical leave.  
 
Students who are immunocompromised or at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19 are 
encouraged to contact the WPI Office of Accessibility Services at 508-831-4908 to discuss the process for 
requesting academic accommodations and housing accommodations.  Students are encouraged to do so 
as soon as possible.  Students can also choose to take all of their classes remotely, either at home or on 
campus. 
 
Are co-ops or internships allowed during the fall semester?  
Please see “Work Authorization Questions” for more information. 
 
Travel Questions: 
 
Is it safe to return to the US? Will the US allow me to return? 
We know there has been a lot of news coming from the US this summer. Between COVID-19 spikes, 
mass protests against policy brutality and racial discrimination, and uncertain immigration policies, 
things sound hectic.  
 
We believe students need to make the best decision for themselves, based on their personal risk 
assessment, immigration guidance, and family comfort level. 
 
If your F-1 visa is valid, you do not have a travel restriction or airline ticket availability issue preventing 
you from coming to campus, and you have a valid I-20 with travel signature, you should be allowed 
entry into the US. 
 
I tried to purchase a plane ticket to return and my tickets keep getting cancelled, what should I do? 
What if I can’t get back to campus until classes have already started? 
Purchasing airline tickets is challenging right now. If you are not able to get back to campus for the start 
of classes, you can begin your classes online, and when you are able to return to campus you can begin 
in-person classes. Please update International House of your travel plans here. You should also update 
the Fall Intentions Survey. You will have to check in with the International House on arrival to ensure 
your F-1 SEVIS record has been properly registered.  
 
If you are not able to fly to the US, please read through the “Current Abroad Questions” section. 
 
I am currently abroad and plan to return to the US for the fall semester. What should I do? 
Due to the current challenge of travel, and the changing travel restrictions since the beginning of 2020, 
we are asking all international students who are planning to travel internationally to report your 
itineraries to the International House. This is to help us ensure you have the documentation needed for 
arrival and departure. Please report your travel itinerary here. 
 
Please also note the current travel restrictions in place for travelers attempting to return to the US from 
China, Iran, the 26 Schengen Area countries, UK, Ireland, and Brazil described below in “What if I am in a 
country that has a travel restriction?” 
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Will I need a new I-20 if I am currently abroad and plan to return to campus for the fall semester? 
Should I carry any additional documentation?  
If you are currently abroad and plan to return to the US for the fall semester, you will need an I-20 form 
with a travel signature less than 12 months old on the second page. International House generally 
recommends signatures every 6 months, but signatures less than 12 months old will be sufficient for 
travel. You can request an I-20 travel signature here. It is also requested that you report your travel 
itinerary to International House here. 
 
What if I am in a country that has a travel restriction, or I need to travel through a country with a 
travel restriction to get back to WPI? How can I get back to campus? 
Currently there are travel restrictions in place for travelers attempting to return to the US from China, 
Iran, the 26 Schengen Area countries, UK, Ireland, and Brazil. These restrictions are based on geographic 
physical presence and not passport identity, and also apply to airport transits. As a foreign national if 
you are physically present in any of the above-mentioned countries you will not be able to enter the US, 
and will have to make arrangements to wait in a non-restricted country for 14 days before entry to the 
US from a non-restricted country. Also note, travel restrictions are subject to change at short notice, 
with countries added or taken off the restriction list and reclassifications of who can travel despite a 
restriction also subject to change at short notice. 
 
If you are in a country with a travel restriction, and you are unable to obtain an airline ticket that will get 
you back to campus, please contact IH@wpi.edu with the subject line “Travel restrictions Issue.” 
 
Will I need to quarantine for 14 days on my arrival at WPI? Do I need to account for this timing when 
making travel plans to return? 
WPI is putting a testing protocol in place (see WeAreWPI FAQs), which will begin during the move-in 
dates in late August. Prior to the testing protocol during move-in, please be familiar with Massachusetts 
state guidelines for self-quarantine. If you are returning to WPI during the specified move-in dates, and 
following the testing protocol, the university is not currently mandating a quarantine unless a student 
tests positive. You will only need to factor a self-quarantine into your travel timeline if you arrive before 
August move-in, however this is subject to change based on state and federal guidance. 
 
WPI will send all students the details on the testing protocol in early August. Please follow the 
requirements communicated to students, particularly if you are living on campus. 
 
How will my visa be affected if I decide to go home for the fall semester? 
Due to the July 6 ICE guidance being rescinded, F-1 students can take a full course load of classes 
remotely from abroad and still maintain their F-1 visa status.  
 
If you are thinking about returning home for the fall semester and would like to discuss your options 
please make an appointment with Mirabelle Tseng. Her calendar is available here. 
 
Should I get my I-20 signed right now in case I have to leave the US abruptly? 
If you wish to request a travel signature, you can email International House at IH@wpi.edu with the 
subject line “Travel Signature Request” and let us know which US address you would like us to mail the 
form to. 
 
I plan to return to my home country for the Fall 2020 semester, what will I need to do? 
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You will need a travel signature on your I-20 form, and you will need to report your travel itinerary prior 
to your departure.  
 
Please make note of your visa expiration date, as visa appointments are currently challenging to 
schedule and may make your return to campus more difficult than anticipated. Also, please review the 
section “Currently Abroad Questions” for maintenance of status issues while abroad. 
 
Currently Abroad Questions: 
 
Will I need a new I-20 if I am currently abroad?  
You will need an I-20 with a signature on page 2 that has been signed within the last 12 months before 
you return to the US. If the signature on the second page is older than 12 months on the day you arrive 
in the US, or you do not have a signature on page 2, please contact the International House to request a 
travel signature I-20 through this link. 
 
My visa has expired and I will need a new F-1 visa to return to the US. The US embassy/consulate in 
my country is not open, cancelled my visa appointment, or is only doing emergency visa 
appointments. What should I do? 
If you wish to return to the US for in-person classes, you will need to renew your F-1 visa to be allowed 
entry into the US. We understand it is difficult for students to make visa appointments.  
 
If you have a visa appointment scheduled for a date after the first day of classes (August 31), you may be 
able to start your classes online and resume in-person classes once you receive your visa and are able to 
re-enter the US. Please make a note of this in your WPI Fall Intentions Survey and update the 
International House of your travel plans. 
 
Once you arrive in the US, you will need to check in with International House to ensure your SEVIS 
record is in the correct status. 
 
I have a tourist visa that is valid. If my F-1 visa has expired can I use my tourist visa to re-enter the US? 
No. If you enter on a tourist visa you will not be legally allowed to study in the US. 
 
If I am abroad for the summer, and want to take in-person classes in the fall, will I be allowed into the 
US? Is there a specific timeline to re-enter? 
Please see the “Travel Questions” section of this FAQ.  
 
If I cannot physically get back to campus for the Fall 2020 semester, will my immigration record be 
terminated? 
No, due to the July 6 ICE guidance being rescinded, F-1 students can take a full course load of classes 
remotely from abroad and still maintain their F-1 visa status for the Fall 2020 semester. The March ICE 
guidance notes that this provision is temporary. International House will continue to update students 
as  further guidance for Spring 2021 becomes available. 
 
If you are currently stuck abroad and have questions about your status and ability to return to WPI 
please make an appointment with Mirabelle Tseng. Her calendar is available here. 
 
Also note, OPT cannot be applied for from abroad. If you are in your final semester and you wish to 
apply for OPT work authorization, you will have to return to the US before you are eligible to apply. 
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If I am near the end of my program, and I want to complete my program from my home country, can I 
do so remotely? Will I still be able to graduate and receive my diploma?  
If you have one semester remaining and wish to complete your academic program from your home 
country, you may be able to do so. Please report this information on the WPI Intentions Survey, and to 
the International House at IH@wpi.edu. If you do not plan to return to the US, the International House 
will terminate your SEVIS record and close your F-1 student status—this is irreversible, so please be 
certain before making this choice. Once your F-1 status is closed, you are no longer beholden to F-1 
student visa restrictions for online courses. 
 
Once your F-1 visa status has ended you will not be eligible to apply for OPT from abroad and will forfeit 
your ability to apply for US-based OPT work authorization connected to the degree you are currently 
completing. This will not negatively affect your ability to apply for another F-1 student visa or US based 
academic program in the future, nor will it affect future OPT applications. 
 
If you chose to return to WPI for a future graduation ceremony, you would do so with a tourist visa. If 
you are not able to return to the US to collect your diploma, it will be mailed to your home address, 
even if it is abroad. 
 
If you wish to maintain your F-1 student status from abroad for the fall semester and return to the US 
while still in F-1 student status, you will have to return to the US before the program end date on your I-
20 form, or before the end of your final semester, which ever date comes first. 
 
Can I apply for OPT from abroad? 
The Department of Homeland Security has been clear that F-1 students are not allowed to apply for OPT 
from abroad. 
 
If I wish to remain in my home country for the fall semester and take all my classes online, will I be 
able to maintain my F-1 student status? 
Please see “How will my visa be affected if I decide to go home for the fall semester?” 
 
Will WPI scholarships still be applied if I chose to take classes online and I am living in my home 
country? 
Most merit scholarships should not be affected, however it is important to clarify how your scholarship 
and aid package is impacted by directing your specific questions to Office of Student Aid & Financial 
Literacy. 
 
What if I have already been outside the country for more than 5 months? Has my F-1 visa status 
expired? 
Pre-COVID, F-1 students could not be outside the US for more than 5 consecutive months for a non-
school related reason and still maintain their F-1 student status. 
 
However, a relaxation of the 5-month rule has been in effect since mid-March through summer 2020, 
and accumulation of time outside the US was paused at that time. Now that the July ICE guidance was 
rescinded in court, the 5-month rule will continue to be paused until further notice. 
 
What happens if I am not able to physically return to the US? Will I be able to graduate from WPI? 
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This depends on where you are in your academic program, how long travel restrictions are in place, and 
what is allowed with immigration guidance. If you are concerned with your ability to continue your 
studies with WPI, please contact International House at IH@wpi.edu.  
 
Research and TA Questions: 
 
Will I be able to be a Teaching Assistant (TA) or a Research Assistant (RA) from my home country? Can 
I still be paid? What if I cannot pay tuition without my assistantship? 
Due to international tax issues, students who currently have a TA or RAship and are stuck abroad will 
have difficulties continuing their TA or RAship until they return to the US. If you fall into this category, 
please contact Colleen Callahan-Panday with the subject line “TA or RA Abroad.” 
 
Can a TA who is physically present in the US teach online, or do they have to teach in person? 
Please contact your department head or advisor for more information. You can also contact Rory Flinn in 
Graduate Studies for additional guidance. 
 
If a student is doing research credits that don’t require physical presence at WPI, can the student stay 
in the US in a different state, or will this endanger their immigration status? 
A student who does not require physical presence for research may remain in the US and live outside of 
Massachusetts, however they should still be able to access WPI on an as needed basis. Please make sure 
to update your address with the International House. 
 
If a student is doing research credits that don’t require physical presence at WPI, can the student 
leave the US and return during the semester with an I-20 travel signature, as was possible pre-COVID? 
Please review the question sections on “Travel” and “Currently Abroad.” Although it is technically 
possible, due to the travel restrictions, difficulty of obtaining airline tickets, and ongoing immigration 
uncertainty, unnecessary international travel is strongly discouraged. 
 
Housing Questions: 
 
If WPI pivots to a fully remote model, later this fall, and international students living in on-campus 
housing don’t have any alternative places to go, will students be accommodated? 
If a student is able to maintain your F-1 status in the US and lives in on-campus housing, WPI will work 
with students who have extenuating circumstances, similarly to the spring 2020 semester. 
 
If, due to travel restrictions or visa issues I am unable to return to campus, will I be able to cancel my 
housing and meal plan and be reimbursed? 
Yes, students who elect not to live on campus for the fall will be reimbursed following the published 
Bursar’s policies. Please be sure to declare your intentions on the Fall Intentions Survey. 
 
If I am not able to return to campus until the spring 2021 semester, will I have on-campus housing 
options? 
As demand for C-Term housing is unknown at this time, WPI cannot officially guarantee housing for 
those who choose to be remote for A and B Term. However, Residential Services will work with each 
student on their intentions for C-Term and provide as many housing options as possible to meet each 
student’s needs. 
 
If I am unable to return to the US, is there a way to break my off-campus lease? 
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We understand that this situation is challenging. The Residential Services website has additional 
resources which may help you through negotiating off-campus lease issues. 
 
Work Authorization Questions: 
 
Will I still be able to do a co-op or full-time internship in the fall semester?  
Most likely yes, particularly if your internship can be completed in a remote capacity. This question is 
currently under review by the university. 
 
What if my co-op or internship is remote? 
According to SEVP Guidance, as long as the “employer can assess student engagement and attainment 
of learning objectives electronically,” remote work on CPT is possible. Please verify that your internship 
employer is comfortable with remote internship work. 
 
Can students participate in CPT for US-based employment while they are abroad? 
According to SEVP Guidance, “Students may engage in CPT during their time abroad, provided they are: 
Enrolled in a program of study in which CPT is integral to the program of study, their DSO authorized CPT 
in advance of the CPT start date; and either the employer has an office outside the United States or the 
employer can assess student engagement and attainment of learning objectives electronically.” 
Please note that individual companies may have their own internal policies about international remote 
work due to international laws. 
 
Has OPT been affected by recent ICE guidance? Is OPT currently in danger? 
In the last several months, rumors have circulated about possible actions against OPT by the 
government, however currently there is no ICE guidance which puts OPT work authorization in danger of 
being cancelled.  
 
It is important to note that OPT can only be applied for if a student is physically present in the US. If a 
student is graduating in December and is thinking of departing the country, but is still interested in 
applying for OPT, please contact IH@wpi.edu for advice. 
 
I have applied for OPT but my work will be remote. Will this affect my status? 
As long as your OPT employment is properly reported to International House for maintenance of your 
SEVIS record, and listed on your I-20, remote work is currently possible. 
 
If WPI goes remote again before the end of the fall semester, can I still apply for OPT? 
International House can organize OPT applications in partnership with students while in a remote 
capacity through the OPT Application Electronic Submission Form. All OPT applications are available on 
the International House Forms Page. Please note that a student must be physically present in the US to 
apply for OPT per Department of Homeland Security rules. 
 
If I am not able to work a minimum of 20 hours a week on OPT, will I fall out of status? 
SEVP’s policy guidance says, “For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency, SEVP considers students 
who are working in their OPT opportunities few than 20 hours a week as engaged in OPT.” However the 
guidance also states that there is not an extension to the unemployment clock on OPT. WPI interprets 
this to mean that as long as you are employed for some duration of time each week you can maintain 
your employment for the duration of the COVID-19 emergency; it cannot be 0 hours, but it does not 
have to be a minimum of 20. 
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My first semester in the US was Spring 2020; however WPI went remote in March 2020. Does this 
affect the “2 semester rule/one-year requirement” to receive off-campus work authorization/CPT? 
 
(Asked another way:) Does time spent studying outside of the US during spring and summer 2020 
count towards the 2 semester rule/one-year requirement for CPT and OPT? 
According to current SEVP Guidance, “An F student accrues eligibility for practical training whether they 
are inside or outside of the United States during the COVID-19 emergency if the student is in Active 
status in SEVIS* and meets the requirements of their school’s procedural change plans submitted to 
SEVP.” 
 
*In order for a student to be in “active status in SEVIS” they have to enter the US and their initial SEVIS 
record has to be registered and activated. Thus, a new F-1 student cannot start accruing time towards 
practical training if they have not yet entered the US, even if they are enrolled and have engaged in 
remote classes from outside the country. 
 
I have one semester left before graduation. If I take the semester off and return home, then return in 
the spring to finish my academic program at WPI, will I still be eligible for OPT? 
Please see “immigration Status Questions: Can I take a Leave of Absence?” for more information.  
 
Admissions Questions: 
 
Will the uncertainty around immigration rules affect WPI’s admissions decisions for international 
students?  
No. The recent ICE guidance and your ability to physically arrive at WPI does not affect the way WPI 
makes admissions decisions. Decisions are made based on a student’s academics, skills, and experience. 
 


