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	2. BACKGROUND

	A digital mammography system differs from the screen-film at the x-ray photon detection and processing level. It consists of a direct or indirect x-ray photon detector (versus a bucky system that holds the cassette with the x-ray film in a screen-film mammography system), analog-to-digital converters, image processors and high-resolution monitors. All these components impact the image quality.
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	Figure 4: Flow chart summarizing the physical processes of a FFDM.
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